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[ No. 1. ] 

COMMUNICATION from the Auditor General relative to setfle- 
ment with the Agent of State Prison. 

Auditor OEiraRAL's Opficw, > 
Lansing, Jan, 5, 1852. ^ 

To the LegiskiuTe of the State of Michigan: 

As required by section 39, chapter 172, 1 have examined the ac- 
counts of the Agent of the State Prison, and find them correct, as 
appears from the books of this office. The report ot the Agent is 
herewith transmitted. 

JOHN SWEGLES, 

Auditor General. 



W. C PeajsCf Agent State' Prison, tn account wiffi State of Michigan. 

1852. DR. 

Nov. 30th. To cash on hand per last annual 

report, $179 83 



it 



ed ia Dec. 1851, 


> 1811 65 


Jan. 1852, 


S46 13 


Feb. " 


1,739 72 


March '< 


1,698 07 


April " 


1,327 26 


May " 


1,275 24 


June «« 


2,888 t;7 


July «« 


1,263 48 


Aug. " 


1,420 81 


Sept. «' 


2,013 26 
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To cash received Oct 1852, 2,62$ 06 
Not. " 6,811 11 



24,119 36 
24,317 18 



CR. 

Bj cash expended in Dec. 1851, 1653 18 

Jan. 1862, 607 94 

" Feb. « 1,310 34 

" " March " 2,148 03 

'' " April " 1,253 11 

" " May « 1,127 43 

June " 2,744 38 

** *' July •* 1,261 44 

** « Aug. •* 1,133 37 

Sept. « 2,734 94 

«* Oct. ** 1,893 00 

** " Not. " 7,372 68 



24,239 84 
Cash on hand Nov. 30, 1862, $77 34 



Imfeniory of the poods, maierialst and momable property belonffinp to 
the State, and on hand November 30, 1862. 

ife the Offiice — 1 stoTO and pipe, 1 iron safe, 1 writing desk, 3 tables, 
3 book and paper cases, 6 office chairs, Bevised Statutes of 1837 
and 1846, and the session laws and legislative documents, Inspectors 
and office records, 2 candlesticks, floor oil doth, calender, 1 clock, 
and 3 sets calico window curtains. 

Bh the JJirary Boom — 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, library case with 
drawers, about 600 volumes of books, and 2 chairs. 

In the Guasrd^% Soom ofnd Armory — 13 muskets, 8 carbines, 2 re- 
volvmgand 4 common pistols, 4 powder flasks, 1 powder canister, a 
small quantity of ammunition^ 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, 1 clock, and 
1 lamp. 

In the Pfkm BuMwff — 4 large stoves and pipe, tables, benches,, 
knives and forks, spoons, tin plates and cups, bunks, bed and bedding, 
night buckets, clothing sufficient to accommodate 212 convicts, 2 
water barrels, 1 large tin oil can, 10 lamps. 
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In the Ho$pikd Deportment — roase of oirgi^di instrumeiitB^ 1 dis- 
pensatory, and a small supply of medicine and hospital stores. 

In ike Chapd — Chaplain's desk and 5 others for officers and guards» 
benches for seating 250 persons, and one stove and pipe. 

In the Bcarber cmd Tailor Shop — 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, razor 
case and about 15 razors, 1 looking glass, 1 comb and brush, 1 wasli 
stand and baisin, and a few old towels, (me tailors bench, and 3 sets 
tailoring tools. 

Jk the State Shop — 1 stove and pipe, 1 grind stone, 8 work bench- 
es, 2 bench screws, 2 broad axes, 1 hand axe, 1 adz,l tool chest, and 
part of 3 sete joiner tools, 500 feet of lumber. 

In the Store Boom and Tard-'-A shovels, 2 pecks, 3 iron bars, 3 
buck saws, 1 saw back, 6 hoes, 4 old wheelbarrows, 1 hand cjart^ 4 
narrow axes, part of set quarrying and stone cutting tools, 3 pairs 
hand cuffs, 8 pairs dtackles, and 5 balls and chains, 2 sets table 
blocks, and fiiU and gang ropes far one, 1 gin and geering, 80 perch 
rough stone, 20 cords wood, 7 M shingles, 1 log chain, 1 beetk and 
2 wedges, 2 iron teeth rakes, 6 hods and 8 mortar boards, ^atfi»m 



In the JSUchen — 5 cauldron kettle^ 1 deftem pump and pipe,2 skiks 
and 1 wash basin, 2 tables, 1 kneading trough, 1 large copper wire 
seive, 4 tubs, 2 baskets and 2 do for bread, 1 meal and flour chesty 
1 cupboard^ 4 tin coffee cans, 11 patent pails, 16 baking pans. 

iSi the Wash House — 2 wash tubs, 1 clothes chesl, 3 cauldron 
kettles, 2 barrels. 

J» the Affenfe Houee-^X cook stove, fiimitnre and pipe, and 5 par- 
lor and chamber stoves, widi pipe to each, 1 cherry dining and 2 
small tables, and 1 kitchen table, 1 sink, 2 white wood dressers^ 2 do 
wash stands, 1 do bureau, and 1 cherry book case, (not quite finished,) 
1 common bedstead, 1 wardrobe, 1 cupboard, 1 smaUbeUi 1 oil doth 
for principal haU, carpets for front and back parlors^ and stair carpet 
and cover-ing and rods for same 

In the Old House — 1 pair large fire dogs, and 1 old cook stove 
and part set fumitnre, and 1 old cupboard. 

Outside Prison Yards — 1 horse, 1 buggy, 1 lumber waggtm^ and 
double bamess, 1 horse cart and harness, 1 pitch fork, scythe mni 
snalhy 4 saddles, and about one ton hay. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN,) 

County of Jackson, ) 

William C. Pease, Agent of the Michigan State Prison, and Giles 
Bloomfield, Clerk thereof, being duly sworn, d^ose and say that the 
foregoing account current and inventory are in every respect true, 
according to their understanding, knowledge and belief. 

WM. C. PEASE, 
G. BLOOMFIELD. 
Sid)sciibed and awom to before me, December ISth, 1852. 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

NoUiry Public. , 



State Pbibon OFncn, ') 
Jackson, Dec 13, 1852. 3 

HON. JOHN SWEGLES, Auditor General: 

Djbar Sir — ^The foregoing comprises an account of all moneys 
received and disbursed by me, during the year ending Nov. 30Ui 
1862, for and on account of Hie Prison, and an inventory of aU 
goods, materials, and moveable property belonging to the State, and 
now on hand. All which I respectfully submit. 

WM. C. PEASE, Affent. 
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MBMORIAL of the Board of R^enU of the Unirendty of Michi- 

Eif aakiiig payment to the UniTemty Fund of eertaia Inteiest 
neys. 

To the HmanMt ike Senate and Home <^ RepresenioHvee of the State 
qf Mich^fixn: 

The undenigned. President and Regeati of the Uniyeraity of 
MichigaOf respectfnUy request the attention of your Hpnorable body 
to the effect of '^Act No. 20, approved Febrnaiy ^8, 1844/' and 
also to ''Act No. 8S, approved March 11, 1844/' on the Universi^ 
ibiterest Fnnd» as explained in the Mlowing report of the finance 
committee of the Board. 

The favorable action of the Legjalature, as contemplaited in the 
report, and earnestly solicited by the undersigned, is important to the 
prosperity of the University at this time; as, aside from the bonds, 
or "Miclugan Univarsity State stock/' the Institution is burdened 
with a debt of $10,000, in the shape of a consolidated warranty the 
history of which is folly set fbrdimthe recent report of the Regents 
to the Superintendent of Public Instructkm. 

It isdes^ned to hold the moneys derived through themstrumen- 
tality of the Legislature, from the per centage alluded to in the re- 
p(^,^ as a special iiind, to which will be added such moneys as can 
be £pared from the annual income of the UniveMty, to pay the 
principal of the consolidated warrant above named. 

HENRYP. TAPPAN, 
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It ;A. PATTEBSON, let Disi KUBHA BLT, 6di Dist 
BDW'D L. MOORE, 2d ^« OHA'S H. PALMES, 6lh Okt. 
BLONFASfirSWORTH, Sd «' ANDREW P ARSONS, 7tii «« 
JAMES EINOSLBYt 401 «' WILLIAM ITPJOHN, 8tii *^ 
Ana AAon Dec. 24, 1852. 
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MEMiMP of thmc^Ommtimot Bmgi of R^Moto o£ UiuTewtj 
o£ MicbjgaQ, refenned to ia th^e jnrec^diiigMei]ai)ri8l. 

it ig ttie dirty q£ Ihe ooMoittM to onU tli«^ «t(«Atiof otth^ Bo^jl 
to an act dp Ae Legislature, approved Febroaiy .2$, Jiai4^ eotiikd 
"n w^mAomdi^iih^mmpt of <4>figiitioA» of tiMa S^il^ la iiay- 
vaolof UidiwritylaMb;'' aa4idaoto«aotllQ.a^.a|p^Y^dH^ 
11^ UU, entttlad «'w act iav Ad tdi^f of tl^a Uniyana^. of Micbir 

Uttdnrtliapnivinoniof tiMoM^treawynoUNi and. warranty io 
Hio aaiomit of |i#0yOW^ iMt^ veo4irod jSMW^pmBbaa^iik of llnivej:- 
«ty landa, except $8,095, |i«diii teal e«ti)t<i» and p<^a{|B $7^000 in 
inlmst wanaifea paid diiMly to tlio Sti^by Ao f^gpnto, Opihifl 
> tlia Univen^ baa isccwmL birft a p(ir cenVia pl>^ of ihe ordif 
' ligal ktaMst ; of 7 per ofni. Ik coopidai;alBioi^,of ihe recflti^t of 
IklOOiyaCN^ prinoipafljiQ treasoxy notes and W4^^ts, theStat^intbe 
k^g«H^ of tba fiiat mentioned act^ '' reliaTed tlie UmTcifiity from 
the paymtet of iiiterest <m an equal amonnt of. bonds loaned fioin 
tibe Stala" Bat the University was ''reSeved'' by a losa of oi^e 
per eent^ (leas the ezpenaeof pnying interest out the bondi^) (m what^ 
diodd hftvis been MjSpMided aa Univexsity eauital, until tbe.dateaf the 
iMlntbgr of the bondi; fortlftfaoaia^oalkdfiQare.p^Gent^ 
fey tka prevkma lair ofi the 8tate>ih#rUniv«|i%^wi|8^ per 

een^ onaBloamof Uitfv}Nr%ie«p|BL. Itiis,iev^eut.^ii|^ State 
appropriated. tUW^OOa of a# Pfini^palio^^ 
ftofideftr AepayvMntfif JAfsreat. m«ifl|^tm b(f|idi:.:niy| due until 
iha 6tt;0f Aprils I8A). To tbja tbex^ vi;ouU J^ n<^:<^ 
prnmott ham SMideilar pfiyam^totlie Qni^ei]^ ot^^o ad4itii09Mil 
aaMpw ceal|iiMshfli» X%im(raity71il)«d4.^1^^ xed^iyM h^ ih|i 
koda been sold for eadi, and the gaqnfjyi Ifannd ^Judi i id n aip qf 
aa i wrti ffH , w if let dafrftop pffphaiffBir 

IkniVboaaid that thaaoiioiiof theL^datmi^ wan des^peAfor 
Ihtbeneftnf tha Vitmmiif, by avtboriripgt^iirof^M tbe./mMr 
latetdapeeiito&fllil^ahHpiiMii^ '<iQfaii|iipiio{IJ«ffm|ty )a^ 
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which inereiwed the immediate pecmiitry resources <rf the InstitatioD;: 
that the beneficial effect of the laws in relMTing the Umversity, was 
equivalent to the one per cent now claimed, as the State was under 
no obligation to receive its depreciated paper on the same terms as 
oashy and that 6 per cent was suffioient intertot on the former, wbeA 
receiyed on University lands, and loaned to the State, notwithstand- 
ing that the latter, under pre-existing law, caUed ftr 7 per cant, 
when loaned to counties, A;e. 

We admit that the acts in question hastened the sale of Univeiii^T^ 
lands, andmcreased the available capital of die InsfitntioD, wherebgr- 
it was enabled to pay $600 annual mterest, and also to sustain its 1^^ 
erary department with a degree of benefit to the public, proportioiied 
perhaps to its means. But it should be remembered tiiat Ae State 
at large was benefitted also by the law, mdependentof theedueatieB- 
id advantages derived frotn the InstitutiiHi. 

The lands sdd for the '^tate obligations had been sdeeted^t an ear- 
lyl^riod with great dlu*e, and were amang the best owned by Ae Uni* 
versity, and the facilities ^LfiTorded to purchasers, led, not only to their 
rapid sale, but to their early setdement and cuUivationl which in* 
creased the taxable property of the State. It is probable tbat sever* 
al hundred persons found homes on the lands sold under* the provi- 
sions of the act aforesaid, as they lay contiguous to the mast prw* 
perous settlements in the State, and the tax-payers on these lands 
have lightened the burdten of our other tax-paying citizens in a foar 
higher degree than the mere amount of per cetttage claimed asequit- 
ably due to the University. In thk view, the mere ben^ of the 
le^^Iation, when regarded as a matter rf debt and credk betf^een 
the State and the University, may be considered as bakaeed. On 
Ae other hand, the treasury notes and wanaats composed jmxi of 
the domesUc indebtedness of the State; and as for as, the pubfic m* 
terestwas concerned, were equivalent to cash paid into the Stata 
l^reasury, and Aoidd have been so regarded in ike fiscal traoMiotiai 
of the State with the University. 

From the htegoing remarks, it will be mi&rstood that Otepraotiae 
at the State Treasury is, to credit the Universky with hitexM; only, 
mi the amount of principal, over and above the •l,OOO^dOO 09 of 
prnici^al pud to the State by the parchasera of University lapdSi, dl^e., 
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And this practice is justified by the opimon of the Attorney General, 
reo«i?ed in reply to ac<»nmiiDiei^on addressed to him by the chair- 
nan of the finance committee m May last, whereby it appean that the 
State officen hare oonstnied the act correctly, and that the error is 
in the law, and consequent loss to the Unirersity can only be rem- 
edied by the Legislature* 

Tonr committee therefore ask the board to solicit the Legislatore 
to pass an act to proride for payment to the Unirersity of one per 
cent on $100,000 00 of Treasury notes, warrants, and real estate, 
received by the State under the acts above mentioned, deducting the 
expense of paying interest on the University land^, and calculating the 
per centage, as near as may be, fifom the date of the receipt of said 
notes, warrants, Ac, until January 1, 1863, and semi-annually there- 
after uatQ the maturity of the bonds m 1858, or until such period as- 
the State shall have paid the principal of said bonds. 

M. A. PATTERSON, 

C%'n. Finance Com. 
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^ 



tSTfnOJS of Samuel A. UtGmHaj, BLdk^^ of &a Protesteil 
l^ttteopal Ohurck m (^ Dioeeae of Ifioliigi^, jceb<i¥9 to adivi^* 
km of the School Funds of this State. 

fb^Mmmtie the Senaieami Shwkx^ Rtpi^mnmm of /A« ^1^ 



7he uadersigiied is the Bishof) of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
i^ Ihe Pkieese pf Michigan; He )m» leai:9ed from the public newip- 
yap^rsi and frcmipetitioiis about to be presented to your jEE onorable 
bediesy thf^t an applicatioi^ in to be made &)r auch a diyisio^ of the 
afohoid. fund of this State, ao jOiat ^in all cases the parent be left 
fieeis to clmoae the teacher to whom he wiU entrust the education o 
Ufi child/' Such an application (if granted) he considers as giving 
thfi^ r^ht not only io parents^ but to eyery religjbus body^ to select 
teadieis who wiU teach the peculiarities of the religious views or 
of^iioDa they may hold. It will place the whole school fund of Ous 
State m the hands of religious bodies or sects, and aitrust to tiiem the 
education of tlie children <rf the State; for the right, if e^iven to one» will 
be dbuaedby each and by all. Whatever opuoiqi theiindersigped 
way entertain in reference to the syst^ and effects ^of common 
school educaAioD, he, begs leare to say» that he has no wish or desire 
to ^Bt^rfeie with, or in any way, alter» or abridge A^ aystfcm which 
Ills been the pride of this StaftCi and which faaafun^hed tq somany 
dumsands of her ohilarenthe means of obtaining ahigh secular ed- 
neation; nor does he wish that the ftmd so generoudy granted to the 
people of this State, and so carriully guarded i>y her Legidatures, 
and so highly priced by her dtiaens, should be used for the promo* 
Ikm of seetarian strife and bitterness. 

It is one <tf the dOstingutdiing features of our free mstitutions, and 
which lies at the foundation of thehappmess and freedom of (he peo- 
{de, that ndth^ reUgious tests, nor religious preferences form any 
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part of our le|pfllatk». All religioa^ bodies are placed on predselT^ 
the same fi>oii]ig^ and whaterer maj be the ezcliuiy e elaims of eaek 
aiid of ally they can only be settled bj an appeal to a h^her and diffiBieiit 
aadiority than State Legidatin^BS. Bat if your honorable bodies see fit 
to orerlam and destroy that system whidi has been heretofore so care- 
Ml]rg«ai4ed, and whUk has iaftrodnead into erei^ ooqqpialiea aoA 
proftssioBi B^toeof die m$t diithfiiished mem of tbe Siat^ and 
which has brought to the door of the poor man the ineans of^nca- 
Wbg his chfldmn; attd if^e Prieyts and 01etgy*ieil of e^i^ittKr 
giotts body are to take the|place of the commpn schcio! teacher, ind 
tlie State Is to assome the ^uty, through them, of ettendl^g and 
building up religious diiSeifences, and of ibmisnting strife and'conten'' 
tion, then the undersigned (most i^luctantly) Would cltim t6 hav^ h 
sblkre in this work If then such a chieuige is to be made in our 
e6mmon school law, so as to' allow parishtd to choose lieiM^heni itst 
tKehr children, the undersigned Would respectfdiy ask for hh propor^ 
lion of the common school fund, so that the people entrusted to Us 
spnitual oversight may employ such teachers iis will Mly carry oot 
dieir religious preferences. He would freely and fhtokfy stat^ te^ 
your HonoraUe bodies that the amount thus granted, shall be care- 
ftdly used in teaching the piiiidples and dbetrfhesQof the P!r6eestiUit 
^iscopal Church, and that the senrices of is many clergymen and 
laymen of tiie Chtlrch sBslH be secured and used, so Oat no other 
jprhiciples and doctrines shall fikd any place in the Wflkeiit schools* 

SAMUEL A ifcdeSltKt^, 

^kbpo/AeProte^nt JB^eopa Church tn Vui JMoem ifXMk. ''■ 

JMto\% Jmi. liSf, \^i. 
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[No. 4.1 
USHQBiUi o{ the Pr^4eB(t of thp Uw^Uyof mOiigf^ 

The upd«r^ei»ed. would ;refp^ully pr^neSfd to y^iur cfm^i^ecation 
4be IpUgfwiiikgvffieiooriid : 

The un4er8VP^ baa be^p •lec^t^d by.the Jtegeat^ Aocordix^ to 
ihe proyisiofis of the<€aost^utk>|]^ the difef e^iMmtire ^i^loer of ttve 
UiUTemty of Miehig^ Abooi the middle of Ootober ladt; he e»ter« 
•ed vpoa his dmim, It ifiiaedJAtely dfiY^r^^ upon hm toexwMoe, 
mi revise O^e oourse of eMi^s. He &und that a very ^eif«otiiUe 
coarse had been pursued, and that for a number of coasoeutivB years 
bom twelve to twenty yoimg meii had beeu gpcMoated aoeordkig to 
die uai^e of the coUegesi of ' fim coimtry wB^Gvxum^j^ Ami»» 

He hmi„ however, that tjbe course was too lifted to «03w«r the 
scopp of a State Drniver8ityi.«9d to meet the edwoi^titnal wants of the 
oommuj^y in n^eral. He, therefore, with thS ^o-opeintioii of the 
Faotdty, aiid wndes tbeaaMetion of the Begents, piiooeededtottrgaa- 
ize a distinct but parallel icourseof sdenjtific stadlle^ embrafling Ibnr 
years ; the students completing the entire course, to be graduated 
as BACBasLons ov Bouokosl 

In addition to this an oppoDtuai^ is afforded to the stndants to se- 
lect at pleasure partaid <OQUi^e fiMwa eiliMr one, or from both, the reg- 
ular ceoraes JQiiiliy : stodoiibs in lihe plartiid coiuses to recdive when 
they leave tbe inatilntioii^ certifieatos of thw proficuency. 

In the scientific course the modem languages are punraedt as in 

the classioal coume, and an additioiial amcmnt of mathemailies «ad 

other scientific studies substituted for the Latin and Gceek la 

1 
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la the scientific eoune are embnoed, abo, tibe bniieliee bakttglQg 
to ciril e^giiieeriog, aad agricultartl acie&oe. It wae ooneeiTed duit 
the Unirertity of Mfchigm couU not hold its place amciig the beet 
ioatitiitioiis of our countiy, unless these branches, in oosibua wilh 
them» weie introduced into its system of inatnictioii. Besides 
Michigan is and forever must be a community <tf fimners, and the 
true des^ of a State Uniyersity must of necessity be to aflfoird the 
means of education to this, the leadiBg class, so that the proprietova 
of the soil may be educated men, prepared alike to carry to the ut- 
mosi perfec^n the noblest ot al! the industria! arts, and to aoitain 
the h^ toasts and to disehai^ the importaat duties which devpltre 
upon them as the legislators and civil (^cers of the land. 

The exalted position of our conntry is, that instead of having a 
small and aristocratic class as the owners of the soil, while fiie mass 
of the people becomes a cru&lied and degraded peasantry, we have 
the owners of the soil and the cultivators of the soQ in one class, 
and that the most powerful of all classes. This class, by the op- 
eration of institutions properly organized, is destined to become the 
best educated and most intelligent, as wdl as the most wealthy sind 
influential class. 

The Ui^ersity of Michigan belongs to this class, no less than the 
primary schoob. It is designed to be the Umverfflty of tiie people. 
If it has not hitherto realized this design, it has not arisen from any 
want of capability in this institution to realize it In its nature it is 
ci^ble of affording education to all classes of the community in all 
those branches which have always been ccoqirised in academical ed* 
ucatbp, and the branches ajq^Ecable to all the industrial arts, up- 
ward to the loftiest pursuits of Literature, ScJence and the Arts. 

The undersigned, therefore, could not in the faithfol discharge of 
his duty, in organising the scientific course, leave out of his conside- 
ration agiloultuiral science, and whatever pertains thereto. The in- 
stitution casmm be a respectable scientife mstitution, no more than 
it can be adapted to the wants of the community, without this. The 
most beiEi«kiftil and interesting iilustsations of chemical science, and 
of animal and vegitable physiology, stand directly connected with the 
puxsnits cf the ftrmer. 

The undersigned has found also, ready to his hand many of the 
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mmnA $ l prepantioiis iir an i^grieiiltiiral coane» eonnttiag ot suita- 
ble buiUlmgSi a chemieal laboratory, large eollectiotts in natural his* 
tery, and one of die first collections of minerals in oar country. There 
are also some valuable works relating to agriculture and horticulture 
in Hie library, donations also hare already been received, and more 
are in expectation, for increamng the agricultural department of the 
library. 

The undersigned, therefore, feels himself imperatiyely called upon 
in &e proper execution of his duties, to develope fully Uie agrictd- 
tural course in the University. He proposes^ by no means, to dictate 
to the legislature the location of the Agricultural Schod ordained by 
the Ckmstttution. He has no local interests himseli^ nor will he ^ter 
into any of the conflicts of such interests. He places himself simply 
upon the ground of what is required of him as the President of the 
University. Whatever disposition ma; be made of the question res- 
pecting the Agricultural School, agricultural science must be taught 
and fully taught in the University of Mich^ran. 

The undersigned would also state in connection with this subject, 
that the liberality of the citizens of Detroit having provided a fund 
iOrthe creation of an observatory at the University, it has become 
necessary for him to visit Europe daring the present year, for the 
purpose of completing that design, and that the Regents have by a 
resolution requested him at the sa^e time to examine the Primary 
Schools, the Normal Schools, the Gymnasie, the Agricultural Schools 
and the Universities of Prussia, and to report to them upon his re- 
turn the result of his observations. The trip over the Atlantic, while 
it will be undertaken without imposing any expense upon the institu- 
tion, will enable the undersigned to bring to the development of the 
agricultural department, as well as to the other departments, the 
fimita of observation upon the ripened experunents of other and old- 
er nations. 

It must be obvious to the legislature that the erection of an Ob- 
servatory must increase the. necessity pf a Professor of Astronomy. 
And as the Observatory is intended to be on6 of the best, it should 
have one of the most eminent men that can be found. The additioti, 
too, of the scientific and agricultural course, and the proper develop- 
me nt of the University in all the bourses established, must lead to 
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«Q inerease of expenses. • Besides, the library is limited a^d defi 
4»eBt9and far from meeting the wants of the Professors and students. 
It requires a very considerable addition immediately, as well as a 
provision for its annual and steady increase. An ample library, 
irell aupjdied museums, an Obserratory and philosophical apparatus^ 
courses of study enabling the student to study what he pleases, and 
to any extent he pleases, and a sufficient number of competent Pro- 
iMsors, cannot ikil to make a great Uniyersityv one ^^ shall meet 
the wants oi the pe(q>le of Michigan, prore the glory of our State» 
imd be sa otjeot of admiration to all around us. 

Then, in estimating the necessities of our tJniverriiy, we nrast 
keep prominently before us that it is a free Unliretiuty. Henee to- 
dents from the other States, and from other countries, have as f^ 
access to it as the students from our own State. On the one hand 
we must enlarge and elevate its courses of instruetion in order to at* 
tract our own youth and keep them from the older colleges of the 
East ; aud on the other hand, just as we multiply our attractions, as 
a literary institution, do we offdr ourselves to a rush of students from 
abroad. But whether we keep our own yonth at home> or attract 
students from abroad, the number of students, however it may add 
to our glory by testifying to our usefrdness, will, instead of inereasing 
our income, only increase our expenses. Other institutions charg- 
ing fees of tuition, will grow ri<^ by an increase of students, while 
we shall grow poor, imless we can obtain funds in other ways. 

It is a high honor to the State of Michigan, alone of all the States, 
to establish a State University, affording education without money 
and without price to every one who wears the form of man, whatever 
be his nation or his clime. But theti she must dount the eocrt of H» 
The ahnoners of her bounty must be fiimlshed vdth the means of 
carrying out her mtentimis. 

There is another fact als(^ which must be held up prommenQy to 
view, and that is, the University of Michigan, as far as developed, has 
been endowed by a grant from the General Oovemment. The Uni- 
versify thus far has not cost the people of Michigan one cent. Un- 
der the grant of the G^nerid Government the University has been 
oiganized by the wisdom of Michig^ blither, money has not been. 
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mqjendfid for it. The UmTersity with it^ buUduyps, lU museums, its^ 
library, its laboratory, its endowmeBt, ^ust as it now exists, and I may 
add too, with tb&Mpkle Obsetr^M^ry about to be erected by private- 
munifieeaee^ is a gift to tfaa State and people of Micbi^pm — a pre- 
cious trust committed to them for the present and for coming genera- 
tions. They have accepted the gift— the precious trust — and now 
they are called upon to take care of it, to cherish it^ and to bring out 
its grand results. The grant of the General Government laid the 
broad foundation, but the magnificent superstructure remains to be 
erected; The grant of the General Government has carried it to a 
certain point, but it ift not adequate to carry it any farther. 

It will be seen from the report of the Auditor General, that the in- 
come of the University for the present fiscal year, is only $11,644 69* 
With this the University has to meet aU its expenditures, make aU its 
improvements, and pay the interest on a floating debt of $12,000. 
All its income is exhausted and more than exhausted in meeting its 
present expenses. It is utterly impossible for it to advance without 
an addition to its income. 

The undersigned respectfully and earnestly begs the legislature in 
their wisdom and liberality, to take into consideration the condition of 
an institution which entirely belongs to them. He does not presume 
to dictate the ways and means of relief; he only undertakes as the 
' chief executive officer of the institution, to represent its condition, its 
aim, and its wants. In doing this, he may be permitted to say that 
the aid required is both immediate and prospective. Immediate aid 
can only be given in the shape of money to pay off the floating deb^^ 
and by an annual grant sufficient to enable it to carry out its design,, 
discharge its fimctions, and accomplish its proper destiny. Pros- 
pective aid can be g^ven in the shape of land, which will in time 
come into the market and meet its increasing wants with its progress- 
ive developement and usefulness. 

Whether the legislature will now grant aid in both respects, or 
kave the grant of land to some other occasion, it is for them in their 
wisdom to decide. But the undersigned cannot but hope that they 
will entertain the plea for immediate aid. Let the University only 
be placed upon a proper basis, and be enabled to become what its 
same indicates, and then he will feel that he has not left in vain hia 



Digitized by 



Google 



qU and cherished aflsociataoiu to throw him|Mlf as a afaraiiger vpoA 
thdr generosity, and then he will feel wQIing, if it so pleases (heM» 
to resign his trust to other and abler hands. 

HENRY P. TAPPAN, 
Presideni of (he OmmUy cf iUckiu/wM 
January 24, 1853. 
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[ No. 6. ] 

REPORT of the Committee on Militia, on the petition of Frederick 
Hart and two hundred and eighty-two others. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Frederick 
Hart and 282 others, requesting that Chapter 14 of ** An act to pro- 
vide for organizing an active militia, and for other purposes/* appro- 
ved May 18, 1846, be revived and re-enacted, so as to require flie 
annual tax of twenty -five cents therein mentioned, for the support of 
the volunteer militia of this State, from all perscns liable to the per- 
formance of military duty, and from no others, beg leave respect- 
fully to report, that they have duly considered the subject, and can 
conceive of no unmediate nor, indeed, prospective necessity for leg- 
islative interference in their behalf. Due reflection has impressed 
the committee with the idea that other means may be adopted, (pro- 
lific of less folly,) to subserve the purposes of the petitioners, and re- 
flective of more credit to the Commonwealth. 

The spirit of the age in which we live suggests advancement in this 
arm of our State policy, as well as in its other branches. If the same 
results may be secured, as the one contemplated by the petitioners, by 
a different avenue, wisdom at least would advise its adoption. 

From the period when Michigan forsook her dependence upon the 
general government as a Territory, and leaped (perhaps prematurely) 
into a State sovereignty, unwearied efforts have characterized our Ex- 
ectitives and Legislatures in their attempts to organize an active mi- 
litia. Indeed, each trial has been but the signal for another failure, 
until at length the great truth has fairly disclosed itself, that the peo- 
ple neither solicit nor expect any legislative interposition. Did ne- 
cessity plead for the reviving of such enactments, the committee 
would give the proper heed to it; but inasmuch as no such plea is 
entered, no recommendation seems to be called for. 
Fortunately, our country is bemg sown broadcast with intelligent 
1 
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and competent officers, issuing from our National Military Acadamy^ 
into whose hands may be safely reposed our interests and our honor. 
With such as these always at hand, ready to lead a volunteer sold- 
iery, no foreign foe will dare to press a foot upon our soil. 

Profiting by the experience of ihe past, the comicit ee cannot but 
yield tc the impression that our country is better defended by a 
proper training of the mind than by an unnecessary subjection of the 
lo(fy to military discipline. While there is no fortress half so im- 
pregnable as the school house, there is at the same time no artillery 
that speaks half as loud as the school master. Each educated mind 
is equal to a score of bayoneUi, each University is of itself an arse- 
nal. At the same time that education supplies all its recipients with 
the elements of usefulness and success, it affords its votaries with al- 
most every qualification for the camp and the field. 

Your committee are not opposed to the entire system to that ex- 
tent, that they would blot it from our statutes and our constitution; 
so far from it, they would earnestly urge upon the Legislature the 
necessity of enforcing the law, which makes it a part of the duty of 
certain township officers to enumerate those liable to military duty, 
and to so return them, that the facts may reach the Adjutant Gener- 
al, affording to that officer the basis upon which he may take steps 
towards the procurement of our quota of arms, agreeable to an act 
of Congress. And here the committee would assume the responsi- 
bility of traveling out of their legitimate province, to bestow upon the 
present incumbent of the Adjutant Generalcy, their approbation of 
the manner in which he has discharged the duties of that office, 
when they take into consideration the want of co-operation and even 
sympathy with which he has had to contend. 

The committee taking this view of the subject, without any re- 
commendation in regard to the prayer of the petitioners, ask to be 
discharged from its further consideration. 

F. W. CURTENIUS, 
Ohairman. 
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[ FROM SENATOR CLARKE. ] 
[ No. €. ] 

REPORT o£ Cominittee o^ Mines and Minerids. 

The comnuttee onlfntts and MineiBls, to .whom was idemd 
House btli No. 29, report through ^mt chflitrmaii, ihat in preseatiiig 
(heir tiew of the subjeets under oonsidmitioni they do notpropose 
to discuss the detsils, or occupy time in pleading the neoessi^ of 
such a law as shall derebpe the, mineral wealth that lies hidden -amid* 
the rocks and mountains of the Northern Veninsula. 

Cut off, geographically* from a ready oommunicition with tiie mere 
settled portion of the State, with a season whicbi ibr six or* serea 
months in erery year, isolates them frmn a W(urld whose comforts 
and enjoyments endear and sweeten liie, her hardy and toiling pop* 
ulation knock at your door, not begging justice, but demanding it; 
not humbly su^g for sucor, bat respectfiiUyi though firmly proCeet- 
ing against that narrow spirit of legislation which has hitherto tram" 
melled their enterprise, and left them oidy to the bold, though cheeiing 
rays of Uiat splendid Borsalis diat lightens up her northern border* 

No one wiD deny that it is the do^ as well as the mtoeal of the 
State to foster the spirit ef naprovement andihe devetopment of her 
productive resources, and this is all that is asked or sought by^ a 
community whose task is, to struggle; and dteroomo the advenities of 
Nature. Hitherto this fostering Care has been not only withheM, 
but they have been borne down by limitations and burdietts of law 
as though former Legidstures had deemed it a privilege to aHowlsbpr 
and capital to enter our northern territory. Instead of fostering Hiey 
hare repulsed labor; instead of inritbg they have spumed oapltaI» 
until time, which Ufts the Veil of myatory, has shown toMicUlgan 
and to the worM, the wealth imbedded in her mmes and foivste. -. 

The first recitals bthe history of the developments of the mineinl 
wealth of Lake Superkir were received widi a apiril itf iooieduli^ 
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that subjected those who first penetrated her rock-boasd ribs« to the 
character of being men whose adTentores were chimerioal and whose 
fortunes were based on speculations offimofcoiqper stock. Bntnow»ia 
the &ce of those harrassed derelopments and songs of ridicule, she 
has risen, and her importance is acknowledged. There is no longer 
room f<Hr doubt or controTersy* and the tardy convictions of the most 
incredulous have yielded to the irresistible evidence of fiMsts too no- 
torious to be disguised or doubted. The Upper Peninsula of this 
State contains over twenty thousand square miles of territory, em* 
biaeing the eounies of Ifadiioaw, Ch^pewa^ Delta, Ssiiooleraft, 
Man{Mite, Houston and Ontoni^gon, and the idands in Lakes Sii- 
piiior, MMigan and Huion. There are bq portioiis of country 
wHhln thetroad limits of our national domain Hiat afford a more 
int^resttilg subject of contemptslieii to &e cittsen whose pride is ex* 
cited as he views &e progresdve developments of the varied resour- 
ces of oar entire land. With fisheries, acknowledged by those who 
sve flmiliar with that department of cur national wealtli, as surpass*- 
inglhose of die north-eastern boundary of cmr Union; with iron 
mmmtains of a puten better, and more abundant yieklof that metal 
than has ever before been disooveicfd in the known world, and with 
iiMihaustarie mfaies of oOHMr, Natwe nwrna to have lavished her 
slomof wealth to asloaad mankind. 

•That potion of Michigan needs only the cherishing care of the 
Qentval Ootemmen't, and the genial laws of our State to unfidd 
stU Ittrthcr and more sueeessiiilly the immtnaity of her riches. 
Bajroasd all dus, die Upper Feahmda, owfa^f to its rigofons climate 
andJ remote pesition, demands oonidemtkme entirely separate from 
those,whtohdirBctand control die welfare of the Lower. Her people 
Ubcir'undac the disadvantages of aelimatemore severe than in any 
odieraeoiion of our oonntsyi where saow« fidling in October, fro* 
q/mMftMAnng a depth of neveoi feet in die course of the winter, 
laila till dm third mondi of qprag» 

i| wdnldaeemdottbtfol whether a iegirialtve body composed ahnoet 
mHi^y of members diosen firom the Low«r Pisninsuli^ havfaig but 
limilad means of knowing thewantaandmtM^entoof aregiensore- 
snats^aad in session in dtf winter season whsn the only commnica- 
(tisn widi that country is eai^ned on by means of the d<v4iam, and 
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snow-sboei^ tnd when tbe mail and irarel are forced to pAes 0Mroqgtt 
portionB of three of o«r siater atatea to get to er from the Oapitd of 
the commonwealth, can be made folly sensible of its wanta ao aa to 
beatow that l^jpalatiye action ao much needed The qaestion haa 
beisn mooted* and it haa been tbaugbt by many, that the inlet«i^,of 
tbataeetian would be heat anbaanred by its organixationaaaaqMnite 
State ; bat whether this would better its condition or Bot».is not tk^ 
purpose of 4he commiittoe to enquire ; suffiee it to aay» they beHere 
the eitiaana <rf the Upper Peninanh^have no snoh viewaaa lead than 
to desire snch a sepanUion» and thi^ they will seek no such diansem- 
barment unkm umgwd latB$ and .an efpr^me policy $kM dtrnthm 
|0 fi^ Heretofore, owing t» imparjiMt legislatton, the minfaig mtevepto 
in the Like Superior eoonlry have saffisred moch, and the Jawa that 
mgolate it atill sit like an inqobas upon its progress. At the hania 
of the Legislatare that interest oalls for relief; and, aa the question of 
policy can no longer be doubtedr it seems but proper and juat» that 
foUowing up the munificent donation of Congress for/amishiBg the 
means of coastructmg an outlet for the products of her indnatry»iie 
should be equally, liberal, and raenove at least those obstnictioaa of 
unequal law that have trammelled her operations. 

Tour committee are convinced, from the exptorations and praotiaal 
workingof mmes, thus far made under the moatextraoidinaty emlMf • 
rassmenta topersonaleatcrpriaeythatno spot ofearth^ of equal «]£leiiit, 
ontheswrfBceof tbehabttableglobe, aaAesnqHfaigthegoideBv^jinai 
of Galiibmia, is equal in mmeral weidth to the Upp«r PamMdn-W 
liMttgan. The entire ooast of Lake Bwfmw is some sixieanhim- 
dxed milas, nearly one-tUrd of wUeh bovdera on ourownSfeaia, 
hemming in over ten miUiona of aerea of land witUn the bonndaiiaa 
of our estate, which, though rugged and desolate in api>sa ranoa , 
and eontahnngccnttparatiydy only a small porikm suitable to temi^g 
purposee, it is the wise policy of the I^egiskture, as well aa the^Gen* 
oral Qovemment, to develope by nfibniiag and creating inducements 
far tbe iuTttttment of capital and kbor. Jn taking a view of the 
minend products of that country «lyingp between forty-fiveandtety 
nine degrees of north latitude, it is unnecessary to speak of theindi- 
oalioDs of the existence of silver, zinc, lead» maganese and coal»nr 
comeUan chalcedony, agate, amethystine quarts and other minerals 
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fftach are there deposited ; but your committee will confine tbem- 
sehres to &e dnty of presenting a rapid sketeli of its iron and copper 
dqxMites. 

In the official report of Messrs. Foster and Whitney, made to ttie 
-General OoTemment in 1651, of that country and appointed forthaA 
puipoee, in speaking of the iron depositee in die county of Marquette, 
those gentlemen say : 

''This district is unprecedently rich in the specular and magnetic 
»'oadde of iron ; and so fiir as relates to the magnitude of the masses ,. 
and Uie purity of the ores, it stands unrivalled. • * * * * 
Throughout the northern portions of township forty-seven, the iitMi 
oves exist in inexhaustible guanUtyt and under circumstances iavon^ 
ble to their developement. * * * * * Several analyses of 
dieie ores show them to yield at an average, about seventy per cent 
pure metalic iron.'* 

From experiments, made by Major Wade, of the Ordaance Be- 
partment at Washmgton, the ductililrf and tenacity of Lake Superior 
iron, when compared with bon from Connectieut, New York, Pemt- 
sylvaaia, England or Sweden, is about as three to two, or one-half 
greater than either of them, and about one-sixth greater than Rus- 
sian iron. Fourte^ hills of this ore, some of diem measuring a 
-thousand feet in width at their base, are known to exist within a lim- 
. ited range of country, and yet these inexhaustible hills afford no cri- 
terion to the illimitable amount that must lie concealed beneath the 
aurftce of the earth. This, alone, might be envied as a source of 
wealth, by any State of our confederacy — an mterest which ceitainly 
.demands the fiivorable attention of this commonwealth, and which, 
in bol a few years, must change the iron trade of the entire cbmmer- 
dal world. But, bountifal as have been the rich gifts of iron ore in 
that wild and comparatively yet unknown region, nature seems not 
to have exhausted her ** horn of plenty'' in these abundant depos- 
its,' but they are &r transcended by the still more remarkable stores 
of copper which are found deposited over a much wider range of 
country, and approaching much nearer to the pure metalic form. 

We deem it unnecessary to tecapitulate what has been d<me, and 
is. now doing, in working these mines, where the cHck of the chisel 
is music to the miner, and where, hundreds of feet beneath the aur- 
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§ntt of the eartb, his perBerering indvsivy quarries out massife 
liloeks 6f copper already smelted and refined in the grand laboratoiy 
6f nature. '*No place In the world." says the oflEkial* report from 
irhkh w^ have already quoted^ ** has thus far produced such astpiK 
isliiBgiy large masses of native copper as Ae oountiy on the south 
ride of Lake Superior, where the metal exists in regular veins^lfroia 
which large masses, weighing more Ch^n eighty tons, hare been es- 
eavated. It was generally supposed that these veins would run out 
as they were, wrought to a considerable depth, but thus far no signa 
of exhiiusdon have been seen; on the contrary, the quantity of Boelal 
'in. the lodes stea*&ily augments and the Sickness of the masses in- 
creases." 

iNeed we further alhide to the wealth of this section of our Penin^ 
aula or eulogise the industry which, under the obstacles of nature and 
iboBe iknposed by legislation, has thus far developed the rich mineral 
tieposlts within our State? We might present a glowing picture of 
die promise they afford, but it might be deemed a sketch of foncy. 
'Notwithstanding the business of mining in that region has 
scarcely commenced, already has there been produced and sent 
away, between seven and eight thousand tons of copper. An Adam 
Staiith would say that, however profitable, labor and toil should not 
be taxed ; that productive industry should ever receive the fostering 
and encouraging care of governments, and that the sweat of Isbor 
in profitable toil forms the true wealth and greatness of a nation. 
We cannot dissent from this reasoning, and deem that government 
unwise which seeks to fill its coffers by oppressive and unequal tax- 
ati<m on the capital which directs, and the labor which developes 
the hidden wealth of the country. 

During the session of the Legislature of 1848, twenty-one char- 
ters yfere granted to Mining Companies in the TJupper Peninsula,, 
containing provisions obnoxious and illiberal, by placing those ad- 
venturous Companies on a par with the Railroad and Banking Incor- 
porations of the State, and exacting from them a heavier tax than by 
law is levied on labor in the more favored portion of the Lower Pe- 
ninsula. What justice, we would ask, can there be in that measure 
which makes it necessary for associated individuals to apply to you 
for an act of incorporation, whose object is to unfold the sources of 
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ymx wealth, and gi?e omployneot to labor, and tbea ezacto f)pm^ 
then the pound of fle$h that you require in the bond tha^ bin^B 
ygioac banking institutionft? Yqu hold out inducements and Ihyi^ 
capitalists from abroad>«*^70tt point them to ihe promiaii^ soarces-^ 
wealth that lie hid in the subteirranean store-houses of jwf imflt^ 
rjf and would have them invest their moneyi and yet you,m«^t tbe^ 
at the threshold with an oppressive taj(a1ion<*^you hold oui y^mr 
iqoms to welcome them, but crush them in the embrace. 

The provisions for taxation in these acta of mining cQgpQig^iiim^ 
demand that tfaey shall each pay to the State an annual ta« of ofkp 
per cent on the whole amount of capital actually paid m^ imd tijuofk 
all sums of money borrowed by them. This tax is m lieu of .^ 
other taxes on the personal property, and in lieu of all St^te t»W9 on* 
the real estate of the companies. In 1849, nine more mining c«sa- 
panieswere incorporated, six of which are subjected to the sapie 
provisions of taxation as contained in the charters of 1848, wbik 
the remaining three are made to pay one per cent in Ueu of all tw- 
os whatever. To this liberal reduction, favoring these three oonyiiflh 
nies, your committee can see no objection; but they cannot discover 
the justice of this inequality of taxation among companies engagiad 
in. the same business, and whose privileges should be equal. 

In 1850, there were eighteen additional mining companies charter- 
ed; but again there were important changes from tlie charters of 
p]?eceduig companies, the most important being the restrtction of one 
section of land to each of such companies, and carrying out the spe- 
fifiic tax of one per cent on the capital paid in and the ainonnt hox- 
jrowed, which tax is in lieu of all State taxes only. Such hare been 
the unequal charters hitherto granted to the hardy pioneers of yowr 
northern regions. They have su£fored under this state of a£Eairt na- 
til the inequality of their operation has become as oppressive as the 
yery burthen of the tax. 

Under the present constitution, special acts of incorporation are 
prohibited. In obedience to that instrument^ the Legislature of 1861 
enacted a general mining law, but its operation tends more to sub- 
due thah promote the energies of that region of country. Indeed, 
so indefinite and illiberal are its provisions, that but two companies 
in operetion, have organized under it, and tliese will close up their 
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iMoBt ^udeaa more libtrAl'|nmviiioat be graoted to tiMm. All that 
i^^MKlMOMwrysOr nq/mif is a jaat and likeral ajBleniy a aimpio 
aai^iiaf 'fiititi of anoeiation, aaabraoed in the bU wUeh jmr odm* 
ttdllae ivport herefrilh. 

XkeMifdtlbatores preaetited, whie they guard ike inteiiesta of 
dHF AMe^ aie soish as will aaeet tbe appiobatien and wants of Umm 
abaadf eBipiigediamiiuagand seoore the investmeat of otter cap- 
ilaliata who aow await the aotioQ of the Legislatiurc. What jaatiae 
ii^theieiBA law wbiofa taxes one per cent, on money tliat has been 
aapa^ad hi fraiiless aeaieb, perhaps, for the miaei^s of our Stale? 
WBUag alaU times to pay a tax on the value of the ore found aod 
sent to maibet, thay deprecate a system that compels them to maai 
f^m tak ooilector who demands one per cent, on the amoavt tbey 
have expended in explorations. It is hard enough that thomanda vpoii 
ihcusanth are expended every year in searching for the mineral hearing 
veins of ike earth, without paying tribute far the privilege. Large expen- 
ditares hare to be made in the commencement of operations— buil- 
dings erected and machinery famished— and after monUis of labor 
in localities where external appearances give indications of mineral 
deposites, perhaps all has to be abandoned because the veins and lodes 
beeome exhausted. No business in the world is more doubtful than 
that of mining ; no expenditure more haaardous than that invested 
ta Bttnera! operations. Why then meet the capitalist and laborer at 
the threshold of the Upper Peninsula and demand one per cent, on 
the money expended in searching for localities and mines, when your 
resources would be developed and the treasury enriched by success- 
ful operations. The period of bestowing bounties on certam de- 
partments of labor is passing away, and the explorers of our mineral 
region ask no such inducement to stimulate them to toil and enter- 
prise ; but they protest against paying a license for the hazardous 
(q[>erations in which they engage. Under the operations of the old 
law, capitalists have appealed to other States and secured more liberal 
charters than our own State would grant. Citizens of this State, who 
hare borne the heat and burthen of the day, who have endured pri- 
vations of life to secure the rights of pre-emption| have been obliged 
to place themselves under the protection of these foreign corporatioiis, 
giving them one-tenth of their interest in the land. The bill intra. 
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dsced can woriL no harm to jour pre-emptiooer, nor the StatOi bUr. 
will have the effect to hasten the development of your ndamni-wntiOt 
and increase the coflfers of your irsasury. Capital will fldir in AntDft-^ 
the eastern cities, and even firom fountains that have henlofciro flemd* 
into the mines of Cornwall and Spaia Its effect would be moethtf{^ 
pQy fek by the farmer of the Lower Peninsula m the ready maktot 
which would call for the produce of his farm and dairy ; butwe aMd 
not enlarge. We consider the proptsed bill of vital importance te 
the Upper Peninsula^to the early and steady devdopment of the 
mineral wealth of the State. CHvetkem tuck a law, toMch in-Jtmlfee 
G^ seek, and mth the muecular arm of labor, no lonper hmgiii^ 
pofdyzed, they will Hast deep in the caverns if tlie earthandMnp tnU 
such wealth of their stores as shall make Michigan the market of a 
toorkl, 

L. W. CLARKE, 

ChatTfntxn. 
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[No. 7.] 
REPORT <rf Ote ConHafttee of JudwUrf . 

3% *fe freMent vf the iSenate: 

The oommiftoe to whom was referred the petition of W. Z. Blan- 
chtrd and fire other^f citizens of Ionia connty, asking the Legisla- 
ttire to alter or so amend the present collection law, in adapting it to 
the new Constitution* that the debtor shall not possess the entire ad- 
vantage over his creditor^ as at present ; and also asking that the peo* 
pie may be relieved from the present worse than useless tax imposed 
on them for the support of town libraries, have ^ad the same under 
consideration. * , 

The petitioners are pleased to saj that former Legislatorsi as well 
a$ the delegates to the convention who* framed the present constitu- 
tiouj in their frenzied zeal to see who should be foremost in their im« 
aginary philanthropy andj good feeling towards the poor, lazy, shift- 
less; indolent vagabond, who is constantly prowling abOui^ living u^- 
on the hard earnings of the more industrious and Honest portion of 
community, have, in the judgment of the petitioners, out-Heroded 
Herod himself, in passing laws directly calculated to encourage this 
miserable portion of community. 

Whether the above statement is true or untrue, your committee 
will not take upon themselves to decide* definitely and finally, but 
with modest deference to the confident assertion of the petiticHoeny 
thus dogmatically expressed, they would hint an opinion that said 
statement is not only untrue, but is an unmitigated libel upon men 
of pure motives and honorable purpose. 

That some men when engaged in their public duties as legisIaloiB 
anff in members of convention to frame our oiganie laws, sometimM 
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80 ahift and irim their stub as to emce an endearor tocatcbfte pop- 
ular breeie, your committee have no reason to doabt, but tibat the 
majority composing such bodies do thus, they most nnqudledly 
deny. Yonr committee cannoC re«st the conolosicki that if Ike pe- 
titicmers had in'early life been more conrersant with Ihe teachings of 
the ''school-master/' who is said to be << abroad/' and in riper yeais 
had been more fiuniliar with the rich stores of wisdom aadknowM^ 
to be fonnd in those onpret^ding "town libraries/' for which they 
effect such ''holy horror/' they would consider that library tax a 
blessiag, and not a grieranee, cal&ng for legislative aid. 

That amongst as always hwra been, send prdbably always wfll be, 
men who by their indolence and im{HroTideAcer bring faof ^laA ffu- 
.^ u|^n l^0|9e fi^ whose wsn^ tjiey are lio^^ p^ P^ff^'^r yet^our 
.p(»q^Ditt^ caviiot see the jnstiice and humanity 9f that jegislfifion 

, Trhich would wrest froin the mother the small pittance of coarse iood 
^d j^ei t^w articles of olothi]q||r collected by labor and tpil^ to feed 
and ololJtie her starving and rigged children^ the table ,upon which 

^ ihejf^ealr ^9. di^ir^ upon if hiph, they sit, or the b^d vff^n jhi^ A^ey 

. sje^i, in ^ati^iaf tion of a debt improvidently and carelessly contract- 
ed by the husband. • .. ,1 

. That the wife ^d chil^re^ are thus protected from the rapacfty of 
men lik^ the petitioners^ i^jj^^ enlightened legislation pfj ouT; own 
and other States, is to, your committee a source of high gi^tifict^on. 
It diows a lively pariicipation in that; spirit of progress which is the 
pride; a^dglo^ of the dfiyj in which we live. It shows that the 
school mastor an4 the school library are .doing their legitimate.^^» 

^ mi gifes bright promise of, that day when intelligence and moral 
worth/ and not i^oneiy, shall, be the guiding star of those who seek 
to inscribe thdr name high upon the roll of fame. ^ 

With the sincere hope that the petitioners may beconie lyiorQ and- 
matelj acquainted with the town library, and may thereby becpme 
wiser and better men, and be led to submit to the school Ubrarr tax 
witi^ cheerfulness, your^ committee would recommend that said, (pe- 
titioners lyive leave to withdraw their petition^ (Snd would ask to be 
discharged fioa the fiirther consideration of the. subject* . 

A. GOULD, , , 
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[ No, 8. ] 

RBPORT of Committee relative to Lands returned delinquent for 

Taxes. 

IhOePreiiderUo/ the Senate: 

The Ccimmittee to whom Wtts referred the resolution of the Board 
of Supervisors of the County of Kent, in relation to a repeal of the 
lam which require a return of the lands delmquent for taxes, to the 
Auditor General's Office, would respectfully report that they have 
had the same under consideration. 

Your conmiittee are well aware that our present tax system which 
requires the retum ot lands delinquent for taxes, to the Auditor 
General's Office, is attended with eonsiderable expense, and with 
some inconvenience to counties and individuals; yet in view of the 
fiust thai the present system has been long established; that it is eal- 
oulaled to pioduce entire uniformity in the manner of domg the busi- 
neai, and that without it there would be great difficulty and delay in 
ciAecting the State tax from many of the counties, your Cfnnmiltee 
an AOl prepared to recommend a change of the system in that re^ 
speei 

The resolutions also claim that the time for the sale of land de* 
Unqnenl finr taxes should not extend beyond four mootha fhm the 
time the lownahip treasurers make their returns to the county treas- 
uienu and that alonger time for the redemption <rf said taxes after 
sale should be allowed. Tour committee can see no reason why the 
non-resident land-holder should not pay his taxes as promptly as the 
naident. 

Tour committee are however aware that a bill is now before the 

Senate mvolving aU the above, as well as all the other questions con- 

neeted with our tax laws; that in the discussion of that bill the above 

questions can be discussed and settled. They would therefore re- 

1 
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port'ih^ 6aid i^solutions back» ask their reference to the cominittie of 
the whole, having charge of said bill, and ask to be discharged from 
the farther consideration of the subject. 

A. GOULD, 
Chairnum. 
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REPORT of the Judiciaiy CommiUee relatiTO to the powen of the 
Legislature to authorize the appropriation of Normal School Lands 
for ImBdisg Highways. 

lb thi President of the Senate: 

The committee to whom was referred a bill to authorise the Board 
of Bdncation and the Trustees of the Michigan Asylums, to appro- 
priate lands to open roads across certain Asylum and Normal School 
Lands, would respectfully report, that they have had the same under 
consideration. 

The first section of the bill provides that the Board of l^dupation 
and the Trustees of the Michigan Ae^lumsi may, m their discretion, 
appropriate a quantity not ezceediog one section of Normal School 
Lands, and eighty acres of the Asylum Lands, in the county of St. 
Clair, for the purpose of openmg roads across said lands. 

Tour committee find that the act to establish a State Normal 
School, was approved March 28, 1849. By the sixteenth section of 
the act it is provided that ''for the purpose of paying the principal 
of said Normal School and his assistants, the Board of Education, 
immediately after their appointment, shall locate fifteen sections of 
salt spring lands, and the same shall be denominated the Normal 
School Endowment Fund, and shall never he ajiprqpriaiedfor any oth- 
er purpose.'* By the same act ten sections of said salt sprmg .lands, 
are directed to be selected, and to be denominated *' the Normal 
School Building Fund." 

By an act supplementary to the above mentioned act, ajqproved 
March Slst, 1849, provision is made for the sale of such of said 
lands as should be selected as the Normal School Building Lands, and 
the proceeds applied to the purpose of erecting buildidgs, Ac, for 
said school. 

1 
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By the same act proyison is made for the sale of said fifteen sec- 
tions, so to be selected, as the Normal School endowment fund, and it is 
also provided that the principal of the snms arising from the sales of 
said lands, ''shall be and remain a perpetual fund," the interest of 
which, at the rate of six per cent per annum, shall be passed to the 
credit of the Normal School mterest fund, to be drawn for to pay 
the Principal of the Normal School, or his assistants, or to the mem- 
bers of the board, as therein after authorised. 

By an aet entitled ^' an act to consolidate and amend the laws rel- , 
atiye to the establishment of a State Normal School," approved 
March 25, 1850, the same idea is shadowed forth in language too 
plain to be misunderstood; viz: that the principal arising from the 
sale of these lands is to be *' a perpetual fuud," the interest of which 
is to be devoted to the support of the Normal School, and that alone, 
after the expenditure of a sufficient sum from said principal, not ex- 
ceeding ten thousand dollars, to complete the necessary buildings. 

Your conounittee do not claim that the Legislature have not the 
power, ''by a vote of two thirds of the members present in each 
house," to alter, amend, or repeal the above act, so as to divert or dis- 
sipate this fund, were it not guarded by a law more potent than the 
above mentioned enactments, and they only refer to those enact- 
ments, for the purpose of showing the intention of the Legislature 
who laid the founda,tion for said school 

Soon after the last mentioned enactment, delegates met in conven- 
tion to frame the constitution which is now the organic law of the 
State, the provisions of which we have no power to violate, in the 
passage of any act for any purpose whatever. 

The second section of article thirteen of that instrument, provides 
that "the proceeds from the sales of all lands that have been, or 
hereafter may be granted by the United Statesf, to this State, for ed- 
ucational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands or other property, 
given by individuals or appropriated by the State for like purposes, 
shall be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest and income of 
which, together with the rents of all such lands as may remain unsold, 
shall be itmcHaU^ appropriated and annually applied to the specific 
creels of the original gift, grant, or appropriation." 

Now in the original " appropriation " of these Normal School 
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lands, your committee do not find that the *' specific object" wa» 
ihe building of roads through or across them, but they do find the 
" ap^^ific object'** to have been to create a perpetual fund, the inter- 
est of "wHich was to be applied to pay for the services of the Princi- 
pal of the Normal School or his assistants, or the members of the 
board of education, and no ether. 

Viewing the qties(ion, therefore, as one of power, and not of expe- 
dienoy, your committee cannot resist the conclusion that to take any 
of the Normal School Lands and apply them to the building of high- 
ways, would be a clear and palpable violation of the above seclion of 
the constitution; would be attempting to exercise a power expressly 
prohibited by it. If, under the plea of expediency, we can take these 
lands to build highways, when forbidden to do so by the constitution, 
we can easily invent a similar plea for taking them for almost any 
other purpose. If we can thus take one section, we can take the 
whole of these, and also the University and Primary School lands* 
and thus not only a portion, but the whole of the School and Univer- 
sity fund, may be devoted to objects different entirely from that con- 
templated in the original appropriation. Your committee are there- 
fore of the opinion that if the Legislature shall authorize the sale of 
those lands for any purpose, the State will be bound to give to the 
Normal School fund credit for the amount for which they shall sell, 
and to pay the interest thereon in the same manner that it would, 
had the lands been sold for. cash, and the money paid into the State 
Treasury. 

In regard to the eighty acres of Asylum land proposed in said bill 
to be appropriated to the building of roads, your committee find no 
constitutional provisions standing in the way of its appropriation; 
yet, in view of the fact that an eighty acre lot of land will be likely 
to accomplish but little in the way of opening and improving roads, 
they doubt the expediency of allowing such appropriation. 

Tour committee have been referred to the doings of a previous 
Legislature as establishing a precedent for the appropriation of 
the Normal School lands mentioned in the bill now under con- 
sideration; and in reference thereto* they beg leave to say that 
so far as the above mentioned precedent can go as matter of ar- 
giment it was entitled to, and has had due con»deration, but they 
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do iM>t oonsider it sufficiently oonrinoing to overruk a plain piofimn 
of the oonstitation. 



Thej would therefore report said bill back to the Senate^ i 
mending that it do not pass, and ask to be discharged fi^omiheAirfhei 
conaderalion of the subject 

AD which is respectfully submitted. 

A. GOULD, 
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[ No. 10. ] 

BEPORT of Committee on Incorporations, relative to the Michigan 
'Insurance Company. 

To the President of the Senate : . 

The Committee on Incorporations, to whom was referred a bill to 
amend certain sections of an act to amend and consolidate the act to 
incorporate the stockholders of the Michigan Insurance Company of 
Detroit, and the several acts amendatory thereto ; having had the 
subject under consideration^ report the same back without action and 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

The committee would respectfully but briefly submit the following 
as some of the reasons by which they have been actuated in arriving 
at the conclusion to submit the following report. On examining the 
revised constitution of. our State, it will be found that article fifteen, 
section sixteen of that instrument reads as follows : 

*^ Previous notice of any application for an alteration of the charter 
of any corporation shdl be given in such manner as may h^ prescribed 
by law." 

This clause of the constitution obviously contemplated Legislative 
action, establishing and prescribing some rule, the compliance with 
which should be necessary as a preliminary step to the amendment of 
all chartered institutions. In conformity to this clause of the consti- 
tution, the Legislature of 1851 passed " an act to provide for notice 
of application for alteration and amendments of the charters of incor* 
porations,'' which act will be found on pages 153'and 154 of the ses- 
sion laws of that year. Section one of that act reads as follows : 

^ The People of the State of Michigan enact, that after the session 
of the Legislature for the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one, previous notice of any application to the Legislature for an alter- 
ation of the charter of any corporation shall be given in the j 
1 
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heieintfier provided. When the appUoation b made hj or on Mdf 
of die corporation, each notice ahall be given and signed bf llie 
mayor, president, cashier, secretary or other principal oficer* or n 
mqorttj of the dtrestors, aldermen or tmstees ; and when male bf 
or on behalf of one or more indindnalsy then by the person or per- 
8<Hi8 making the same, and all snch notices shall set forth briely tfie 
nature of the alteration applied for.'* 

Section two contains detailed specifications of the tone and manner 
of givmg SQch notice ; expressly declaring that snch notice shaB be 
pubUshed ** for at least fonr saecessire weeks, the firrt pnUiostum 
whereof shall be at least thirty days prior to the making such appli* 
cation." There follows a clause providbg for the filing of such 
notice in the office of the Secretary of State, and clerk of (he county 
&c., in case the publisher of any paper will not admit such notice in- 
to his columns; and the section then concludes with this express dec- 
laration; that ''proof of the publication or filmg of such notice as 
in thb section mentioned, by affidant of the publisher or certificate 
of the Secretary of State, shall accompany every application in this 
section mentioned." 

By an examination of the latter clause of section two, it will be 
readily seen that the publication of the notice in question is equally 
contemplated, whether the application is made "by or on behalf of 
the corporation," or " by or on behalf of one or more individuals." 

It was the opinion of the committee, upon a careful examination of 
the subject, that the object and purpose of this notice was never in- 
tended to be merely ex-parie in its operation, and designed alone to 
impose a duty upon the body corporate, from which all other parties 
should be free ; but that it was equally intended to operate as a safe- 
guard to protect the corporation in the enjoyment of its guarantied 
corporate rights on the one hand, as to protect community against 
any improper expansion of those corporate powers, on the other, and 
that the corporation whose charter is to bo amended, is entided to 
the same notice from any party desiring such amendment, as the 
public are entitled to when the proposition to amend proceeds from 
the corporation itself The committee cannot coLceive that it was 
the intention of the tramers of the constitution, to make any distinc- 
tion in this respect, between corporations formed for banking pur- 
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jpoieir and those fennod for the eooftrnotum of Railroedii naak 
iMd% Ac B«t it 18 heie irortfay of remaik, ih«t while everj prop- 
oBifmilo emend a Railroad C9uurter» has been acoompaiiiedhy fnr- 
mA applioatioiiy and erwj qpplicatioa fer ihe amendment of miA 
Railroad Charters that has been reteied to Uus committee* has been 
aoeonqpanied by a copy of the contemplated notice* and the leqviate 
affidavitof its poblfoation; in no one case where a Bank Chaiteor is 
proposed to be amended* except in that of the Ooyemment Stock 
Bank of Ann Arbor, has there been any application or copy of no- 
tice* or affidavit of publication presented. 

Cfome doubts have existed from the beginning of this Legislative 
session in the minds of individual members of this committee, as regards 
the eonstitutbnal power to amend any charter* without proof of the pub- 
lished notice already alluded to^ and though this committee have re- 
ported sundry bills involving the same princiide* they were under- 
alood to be bills introduced by certain Senators at the instance and 
suggestion of some of our principal State officers; and while this 
committee have reported the bill back, in order that legislative action 
might not be needlessly retarded, and in order that the Senate mq^ht 
have an opportunity to raise and discuss the constitutional question 
involved* it has ever been the intention of the committee to investi- 
galeand examine the subject* and to submit their views to the Sen- 
ate before any such amendment should receive the final action of 
this legislative body. 

The committee will here take occasion to remaik that it has been 
suggested that the law of 1851* prescribing ihe time and proof of 
publication of notice is no part of the constitution itself* but merely 
a legidative enactment* subject to be altered, amended or repealed at 
will* and that the act itself by which we amend a charter, would be 
constuctively an amendment of the law prescribing the above mention- 
ed notice. To this,view|of the subject the committee can by no means 
subscribe. The 25th section of the 4ih article of the constitution 
expresdy declares that *' no law shall be revised* altered or amended 
by reference to its title only ; but the act revised* and the section or 
sections of the act altered as amended shall be re-enacted and pub- 
Vshed at length.*' 
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The constitution kas expressly declared that the notice " shall be 
giV^ in such manner as maj be prescribed hj law." The law o£ 
1851 has prescribed the *< manner," hence it is clearly evident' that 
until the law of 1851 is formally repealed, its conditions must be 
eomplied with, and ^at a compliance witili its conditions id not ' de- 
manded by the mere restraining influence of a statutory enactmentP 
but by ihe potent and mandatory edict of the constitution itself. 

It has also been suggested, that this constitutional proviso was 

merely intended to have application to those cases where the body 

corporate are desirous to apply for amendments of their charter ; bat 

that the State has reserved the right of legislatmg upon those 

charters at will Let us for a moment examine this position. In this 

x^ard, the committee would suggest the inquiry — ^who ia the State. 

for purposes herein contemplatedi but the Legishiture ? and if the 

Legislature have the rights without the requisite notice ^ven» d&en k 

that clause of the ccmstitutbiL requiring the notice rendered nagatoiy. 

For by what rule of construction are we to determine whether the 

Legislataie in the amendment of a charter, are acting for the people 

or for the company? For instance, a member of either branch of the 

Legislature, obtams leave to introduce a bill. The bill is introduced 

and referred to the appropriate conmiittee — reported back— referred 

to the conmiittee of the whole and placed on the general order* and 

after passing through the ordinary routine of business, is finally 
passed upon and becomes the law of the land. 

Is this constitutional? It is either constitutional, or it is the oppo- 
site. And by what rule are we to determine ? Will any one assert tnat 
the abstract mental impulse which prompted the member introducing 
the bill could determine its constitutionality? The Legislative body 
is ever pre-supposed to be acting for the State. I( therefore* the 
State have a right to amend these {charters, independent of that 
clause of the constitution which requires notice to be published, th^ 
maj the Legislature exercise that right, independent of the oonsti- 
tution, and the clause requiring notice to be given, is a dead letter 
and a force. 

The committee are unable to believe that the framers of the eon- 
stitution have Men so far short of the accomplishment of their ob- 
vious aim and object; but on the contrary, are forced to the concla- 
flion that a compliance with that clause requiring previous notiee of 
application for amendment of a charter, forms an indisp^nsabto pre- 
requisite to Legislative action thereon. 

AH of which is respectfolly submitted. 

ENOS GOODRICH, Chaimtm. 
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IIBPORT 9( dmm^^ 9A the jiufideiA^tarj biU (9 tbe, P|;iiniixf 

School Law. . * • 

The C(»dAaaiae6t> whom Wis ffimed.4be 8T^eift««l9igi MlL^ti^ 
-the Primary Sehool Law, htfe had teder QQB8ideij;liim«ikQ' ikmii 
and the chiitibaii would lepott tbe Ul baA to4w:8fMifea iriifarat 
a mends^iit,aiidrespectftiUy raoomw&d tiiat it d^na^iMur^* ' * ;^ 

Some of 4he raasona bj whioh jnear oaaonStlae iwi?n'«fttwiied ia 
their decWmif ia» hei^emaatferlkt M Mqi^ 

Itis a weUaetUed.priiiByle in oii;r cqii8ti(i^tion« th«t allUwf ^Vab«ll 
*be general ja their ehai3|ct^/- The pruicipl^. vp^ whiotLgiqr ii)ati- 
iations ftfe ftwiMied> at^e^^oeliiistice to.a]l. Our jgratem of edioir 
turn thevefare^muit be g^ieril ill ita char«Bier; fi^fbjr all 8eot% 9114 
ftU partiea te Qigaaii^ under its beneficent pTOTi«osi8» which haye 
hitherto. b0e& ae pcoaperwi emaog our peq^e. 

BaohtowB regnlatea its owii internal aflhirs. The inepeetqiy are 
eleeled jby. the. people, fMid vqivMa die district eaehdiakiqt makea 
its own officers by theeleetire firandaae alMV whose do^ it ia taenr- 
ploy conq^ut teaoh^. Those leaohera^ to^P^^ ^^ ^ distiift 
oOeera, may f<mii the character of the scboolt only rsqniiing secii- 
lar instruction as ^ offiaexv of said schod may direct, With suoKi 
liberal provisions as these, we see no just cause of complaint by any 
religious body or sect. Moreover, if the prayer of the petitioners be 
granted, the gate is thrown wide open for every religious sect in our 
land* and in anticipation of such an event, we see petiti<ms^are already 
presented for similar object?, and professedly for sectarian purposes, 
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vkUbftf we %m to g^Nl^ we ilriks a death Uowat.oMe»et <mr 
kifliMrtopieipenmi priauuy aehodtajekoa. 

WeaMoaetliitaMpeo^ordwSliaetteiBeoei^ Miiae the 
Otal^aedibaitfaecIiUdrai of the Stele wiUaoeii be the people Of 
theStKt^end of ooone the State ttwtf. Henoep the right to pnmde 
far the welfiue and aaMf of Ae State, bj ediicatioii» m praperins 
Oe oUimi ef the State, far good dtusena of the State. 

It ftecefae ia the bowdee dvfy of oTeiy part of oer populatuNi 
to coatribiite to the aeeooipBshmeiit of fhfa end. Omr edaeatkHi- 
ela|«leeattaBhefaetotheedeptedcltiiteandthe nalrre bom, and 
wedeeea it of lital faaportanee to edneate our youth together, that 
iteieaiiir^ ia ikte%,lHlM^fa^and&ifftm^ 

Fvthemiore, the biO of your petitionerB phces public educatbn 
liilaiMif IMMMI^ iedMtaali v1h> meetttipetalMlte^ieeehihe 
mjfch fiUKigii SmA mMMUL w juMtijInnh fnjilliin ihm$ 

iBfag the iai|MMorJfaia*^an e«dijy% «^^^ 
etrheltoi ariieidim^tfa eeaMlfr the tmm9% ef the State. 

Bat k addition to aU aat(| it epbaft ffke itx^^ 
tibA to tte coiuifiiiitiM, Art 4, See. 40 :<* I^nibtieyihifr le appro- 
priated o^ dbi#n AfAn the tiieM^ *e benefit of tiiy i«^<iiB 
Mi or iM^y,11idii^pci^ or rdi|^^ 

bdbi^pig b fte Bbitebe i^iMMipriiited far ai^ audi ptufpeiseL'' l%e 
bfitidiial in: iltiffi^MetiSI tei<^ 

hare fidl liberty to istrMbice le^^loee htotraefioft aiMierdl« to the 
te&eta of an^ rc%ioii8 aeet or aoc^lj, to an Mtefafte eM^at, so as 
in &el to kijfce (he aehoet a ^'Theolegibal or Ml^na Stainaiy.*' 
Kay, Ote inditidtud iK^ e^iqptged in ieacyi^, m^f be i^er &e Aree- 
fion of a '*re%ioii8 sect or society/' and coime<^ fte edited under 
authority of the seine, f^ tbe x€tj express purpose of hionloeliDg 
end disseioilnating its religious opimons and ddgmas. 

The above view is confirmed by the £%ct that the present bill is 
brought forward at the instance, and on the petition of a religious 
sect or society, who de?ise and claim the privilege of inculcating their 
peculiar religious opinions, in schools placed under teachers of their 
own denomination for this purpose. 
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IhotMiKof thkbiII.IIiir8fnr«,wmMbelo ehiii|i mv prittMy 

^logiod ind valipow lenMiaries/' 

I. a MOOBI, 
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REPORT of Troiteat of tlie «*I>etrait SftTingt Vtad loHilalii 
mtd« ia fiimaiioe of the reqiumnaiit <rf tiAr dmicr 

Dbtboit SAvixeB Fvbd ] 

Janmiy 1, 1861. 

Ob th$ £bm JUgidaltiat cfO^ Stak of JUM^gtm: 

Tht «id«nigiMd rMpecthUy repcxrt dtk iulitBtioii htm on di- 

pogil» dg^ flirce ihoaiidl aiz budrad and OM d«d^ 

atne oenl% wkieh sbmndiI k niTested m feBowa» ?is : 

IhaoletieeiiitdbyiiidiTidiialeBdcneiiie^ M3|f3f 19 

Sacvnd by amrtgagM and iloeks 19,006 61 

Babmee of jtidgnMBl 4 M 

OaihcB hand 11,660 8t 

Total; ,t63,601 SO 

AB of wUoh is mpaetfiilly sabmitlad. 

SBUBAXL CONANT, 
AN. WALKB^ 
Z. PITOHBB, 
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KBPQRT 9f die'Selaat C9nBiaitt«e» wUoh wtve apiiemledi << (o i^^^ 
Testigat^ and enooire into the al]e4ged misapplieatioii of eighty- 
6nir thbnsand dollars of * part paid bonda/ said to hate been paid 
in by the Mleb^n SoiKfheni ^il Road Company on dieir inoebt* 
* tolheatate/' 



The ebmmiitee beg leare to report : That as far as to them seems 
necessary, they have inrestigated and toqmred into the matter for 
irhkh fiiey were appointed, and herewith submit to the fieniite the 
resiilt'of their inyestigaiions. 

Soon after your committee were appomted, they became aware that 
the pnbKc mindi to some extent at least, was being misled, by the i^f- 
erenee wMell was made to the subject by this Auditor General in his 
recent re|xnt The eenclusioti which some seemed to have arrived at 
was, Oat by tome novel system of finaueierii^* the State had been 
defiraudedto'the whole amount of the said eighty-four thousand 
doBiffs; ajidihSi, it his been ooutended, was clearly fleducible ftom 
the AuiiitldQr OeneraFs report. The Auditor Oenera! inhisrecettt 
report, when speaking upon this subject, says : ''Of (he amount of - 
part paid bonds surrendered and funded the past year, I am advised 
frmn the most reliable authority, that $94fi00fi0 funded last Decem- 
ber for E^. IS. Brown, of the Peninsular Bank, were paid in on th9 
last yearns instalment due from the Michigau Southern Rail Iload ^^ 
Company. Tbe system of fintocieripg adopted to convey those bonds 
from the Kate to the vaults of the bank, is above my comprehension.'' . ' 
The'lang^ge of the Auditor Genend upon this subject being so 
yagiie, and so liable to miscooBtraction, and believiogi that by many, 
iMi ianguagle had been mii»eonstrued, the committee thought it advi- 
sable to ask ihe Auditor General to explain the meaning and intent 
ofthe language above refbrred to. The Auditor Geueral very promp- 
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dy and cheerfully resjKmded. His explanattoa is herewiA sttbteiUftd, 

and reads as foUows : 

*' Auditor GxinoAL's Qmoi^ 7 
Laming, MM., Jan. 32, 1968. 5 

HOR F. fi. Snow, Chairman of Seket Committee^ 

To whom was refiBnred that portion of the Auditor General's report 
relating to the •34,000,00 part paid bonds funded for H. H. Brown, 
of thePeninsular Budc. 

Sm — ^Much to my surprise, I have lately learned, that that portion 
of my report relating to the $84,000, funded for H. H. Brown, had 
been mhdonstrued. - It has been said that I charge Mr. Brown with 
appropriating 184,000 of part paid bonds belonging to the State, 
wiUiout any equivalent I meant no such thing—my charge is» &at 
those bonds were paid in on indebtedness due from the Soulbeni 
Bail Boad Company ; that Mr. Brown, by some means to me vn* 
known, came in possession of those bonds, and instead of surrender- 
ing them to be credited to the Southern Rail Road Company Mid 
cancded, as the law required, he got them yi«n(fei2-— that is, procured 
new bonds to the amount provided by law, and gave the S^te credit 
for so mudi cask received from said company. 

How, any one conversant with our State debt and thepreseikt con- 
dition of our ^nances, will readily see that 'the interests of theState 
have matmaliy suffered, by this transactioni' in that we have been 
paying interest &r the past year on those bonds, and mustcoalinue to 
pi^ interest upon them until vsdeemed, whUe a laige s^ridus be* 
longing to the State is lying idle in the treasury^ or in t!|e Taidts of 
the Peninsular Bank. 

Yours Truly, 

JOHNSWEGLES, 
Auditor QemraH. 
Jt will be seen by the explanation of the Auditor General, that 
the State, by the transaction referred to, met with no loss, except a 
prospective one; the State received the whole amount then due from 
the Michigan S. R. R. Company, but received her pay in cash, in- 
stead of receiving her own bonds, and by which transaction the State 
has suffered, and will continue to suffer loss. But whether it is such 
a loss, or such a transaction as to give the State a right to complain,. 
is what your committee has endeavored to ascertain. 
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The Auditor General in Ms report sajrs: ^ I am ijidvbed bj (be 
taoairdiaUe aathoritj, that lS4,6oO| fimded to EL H. Brown, of die 
Peninaolar Bank^ were paid in on the last year's instalment dae from 
the MbhigaQ Southern Bailroad Gomp^ny.'^ Now, auy one c^nqee 
that if these bonds were so paid in, thai indeed, great and palpable 
injustioe has been done the State of IGchigan; for by recm?ing cask 
instead of bonds, on the indebtedness referred to, the State has to 
pay an interest on those bonds of about 92,500, annually, and must 
contiBue todo so for many years to come, whilst the funds reoeifod 
in their ste^d, have been, and are still lying idle in the Treasury. 

The oommiltae have endeavored to get all the light and proof they 
eould upon this branch of the subject. It was presumed by us that 
the State Treasurer could give to the committee some informatioa 
upon the^subject. Acting upon this supposition, the committee call- 
ed upon, and asked him to furnish the committee^ in writing, with all 
the facts in his possession, touching this matter. The Treksuter 
immediately responded, and furnished the committee with a statement 
in writing, which reads as follows: 

Stats Trbasubjoi's Oftiob, ? 
Lansing, Jan. 24, 1863. y 

Hoir. F. a Snow, Ck*n of Sded CommiOieof Senate: 

Dear Sir — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of this morning, m which you request me to furnish your com* 
mittee "with the facts as you understand them, in relation to tbe , 
184,000 part paid bonds, referred to by the Auditor General in his 
recent report." I know but little in regard to the matter, of my own 
knowledge, as I never saw the bonds, and never knew of them until 
after they were funded by H. H. Brown, Esq., Cashier oi the Pe- 
ninsular Bank. The bonds were funded by Mr. Brown, as appears 
by the books of the Auditor General, on the 12th day of I>ec. 1851, 
and on the 19th of the same month Mr. Brown handed me a torn of 
certificate, which he mformed me he had received, with die b<»ids, 
tmd a letter from K C: Litchfield, Ssq., Treasurer Mich. Soiithem 
B. R. Company, in which letter Mr. L. requested me to proeuretlie 
execution of the certificate, and return to him. This certifioolruet 
Ibrth that these bonds had been sunendersd in paym^t of a debt 
due tk» State, and I, under the suppodbkm diat they had Jmiiao 
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.ffrfwdeTiedt wrot^ |^ Mr. I^itchfield, promisiog to piDeipe|tp^«xe- 
ciitioii and ^r^iurd it to him. But as soon as I diso^rered, after* 
ward, that the bonds bad be^ funded instead of sarrr^idere4» in 
pajrment of a debt doe the State, I acquunted Mr. L. with t|ie fret. 
1^113 is all the information I have on the subject ; but Mr« Qiowiit if 
cdlediqpon hj the committeei will be able to give all the dei^red ia- 
formation^ and I respectfully request of the committee ^t lfr« 
Bipip maf be called before you and ezafained in regard to the &ctB 
inTolTod in your inquiry* 

Ihaxe the hoaor to repiain» 
Teiy Be^eotfoUy 
Your Ob't Senr't, 

B- a WHITTEMOIW, 

StaU Tmamrer. 

It will he SMA by the statement of the State Treasurer, tM lie 
b^w Ijttt Uttfe about this matter, and indeed nothing, until after the 
said bonds had been fkmded to H. U. Brown, Esq.; for he aays: <<I 
neyer saw the bonds, and never knew of them until ({jffer they were 
fimded by H. H. Brown, Esq." ^ At the close of the statement of the 
Dreasureiv he respectfully suggests that if Mr. Brown was called 
before the committee, he could, and would give all the desirable iti- 
formati<m upon the subject, and asVs ihat he (Brown) may be so 
. called and examined. Upon this suggestion, the committee request- 
ed Mr« Brown to ippear before them, and give in lus testimony. Jxl 
eompliance with our request, H. H. Brown, Esq., appeared before 
t^ieeommittee^ when the following questions were propounded to him 
iq^ writing and answ^ed by him in writing, and sworn to: 

lat. Are you an officer of the Peninsular Bank; if so^ what and 
bow loig hare you been? 

2d. ^atfi what you know rehtire py the State bonds in question. 

44 Whoaent the bonds; to whom particularly were they. setA, to 
ffx^ the F^eninsnlar Bapk» or the Treasurer of this State? 

4ttu To whom waat^ letter aecompanying the bonds aenti cor di- 
leated; who leeeiTed it; by whom was it aigQed; where is i^ and 
wtalweieite.ecmtonte; can you. produce it; if in Detroii eipDotyou 
andlv il^ajod any otber^leMen toueUng tUs matter, Kire any 
ollMr.lefttaiipa«Be&hetwecfty0iiaiidLitohiddrelatiTetQlhasol^^ 
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Mh. Did you esny litohfidd'a ktter accomptVTiiig ikt bonb to 
Ponfiac or elsewhere, to the Tratforer of thb State; HA, he Main 
the ^Uer;, do you know what his r^ply to Litchfield was? 

OtL Didthe Treasurer of the State know that the bonds were se^to 
pi^ off a^y indebtedness to the State; did he erer ffv& yon pernua- 
sion in any way to use said bonds, other than to pay indebtedness to 
the State? 

7tL How came he to write a letter to Litchfield^ acknowledipng 
the receipt of the letter accompanying the bonds? 

8th. is Litchfield a stockholder in the Peninsular Bank? 

9th* Where are the bonds rec^ved by you, for those surrendered; 
agre these owned or possessed by &fi Peninsular Bank? 

lOtfau Hare you had any conversation with litchfield about thiaae 
bo&dii; jiiave you told hun they were funded and that you hW le- 
c^red new bonds lor them, and had not paid any faulebtedness of 
the Michigan Southern Baikoad Company to the State with tliem; 
what did he say in reply? 

The statement of Mr. Brown appears to be a frank onct and there 
seems to be no studied effort on his part to cover up or conceal any 
agency he had in this matter, as his answers appear to show, and 
which are herewith submitted. 
To THE HoH. F. Snow, Chairman Special ComamUee : 

Sia*-In reply to your interrogatories, I beg leave to say, first, I am 
Cashier of &e Peninsular Bank, and have been so from its organiza- 
tion. 

Li the month of December I received from Edwin C. litchfield, 
of New York, one hundred and ten thousand dollars, in part paid 
bonds of (he five million loan, with a request that I should get a 
portion funded, and with the ballance I should pay an instalment 
.due the State from the Southern Baihoad. I took the bonds myself 
to Lanmng, and presented them to the. Auditor General to be funded' 

He did not have enough blank bonds signed by the GrevernoTi finr 
the whole amount He gave me about #13,000 m new bonds» and 
aubsequentiy the balance, the whole amounting to something over 
ttyvflii: Ibooaand dollan, ail of wfaieh beoame the propeity of the 
Peninsular Bank The bonds were sent to me, (I am quite cenaiSr) 
Mflaibierof aaidBaafc. 
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I tluok the letter ftocompanying the ixafts was directed to me : it 
WM shorty if m7 memorj is correcti fuid alluded to a statement and 
Ciloolation of the bonds made by a clerk in the office of litehfield. 
I brought it to Laoung with the bonds, and presume I hare it now 
at home. All the letters and papers aecompanTing the bonds, wore 
together m the package of bonds that I brought with me U> Lannng, 
and no conoeahnent of any thing pertainmg to them, was made bj 
me. 

I have had. several conversations wiiih Mr. litchfield since upon the 
coune pursued by mca and it met his approval 

I do not recollect of saying any thing to Mr. Wbittemoro in rela- 
tioQ to the bonds until after I had them funded; I told him then what 
I had done, and he remarked that I had a right as the agent of lit- 
tlefield, to pay the amount in such manner as I saw fit — ^that all he 
could req[uire was bonds or money, at the option of the debtor. This 
was after the debt had been paid to the State. 

I do not think the Treasurer knew the bonds were sent to pay the 
State. I had no occasion to enquiro of him whether he would accept 
money in lieu of bonds, for I understood my own right in the prem- 
ises. He had no control over the bonds, and consequently permission 
from him to use them was wholly unnecessary. 

Mr. Littlefield sent a certificate in blank to be signed, which I 
handed Mr. Whittemore and requested him to get it executed, and 
said to him — 

*' Mr. Litchfield is a large stock-holder m the Peninsular Bank* 
and has furnished the bank a large amount of the unrecognized bonds 
in addition to 110,000 above mentioned." 

His interest was alone consulted in this matter. A portion of the 
adjusted bonds are now the property of the bank, and a portion have 
been surrendered to the State and canceled. 

The principal and leading £Eu:ts in this statement are sworn to pos- 
itively : the nunor ones from the best of my memory. 

H. H. BROWN, 

•SubseraMd aad awom to bdore me this 2Mi day of January, I9M. 

a J, FOX, 

JlfoL P«(. Ing. Od. Mi6h* 
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It wiB be seen by the statement of Mr. Brown, thotbe is the cash- 
m of flie'Peninsalar Bank, and that as such cashier, in thetnoniK 
of Dec^niber, 1851, he receired from Edwin C. Litehfield, of New 
York, one himdred and ten thousand ddlars m *'pait paid *^ bonds 
of the **fkwe million loan,^' with a request that he should get a por- 
tion of them fundedi and with the balance pay an instahnent due 
the State from the Michigan S. R. B. Company. But it would seem 
that Mr. Brown preferred to hare all the bonds funded, and pay ia 
eoik^ the amount due the State from &e S. B. R CSompany. Now, 
itiil admitted on all hands that the Company had the right to pay in 
eashi instead of bonds, if they so desired. This being so, the com-^ 
mittee are led to inquire whether this Company, or H. H. Brown^ 
Esq., as agent of this Company, has done anything more, or any- 
thing worse than to avail himself of a plain and un&puted privQege. 
It would seem that Mr. Brown was the agent of the said Company, 
and in no sense was he the agent of the State; if this be so, thenia 
he responsible to the Company, and not to the State in his transac- 
tions in regard Jo this matter. No blame, surely, can rest upon the 
State Treasurer, for by the showmg from ail quarters, he is clearly 
innocent of any dereliction of duty. Mr. Brown says, the Treasurer 
did not know the bonds were sent to pay the State; he had no occa- 
si<m to inquire of him, <fec. 

It appears that Mr. Litchfield, Treasurer of the Michigan South- 
em Railroad Company, is a large stockholder in the Peninsuhur 
Bank, and Mr. Brown said he consulted the intereste of the said 
litehfield, and also that he approves of the course which has beei^ 
taken in regard to these bonds. 

The committee, from the light they now have upon the subject, 
are unable to discover that wrong has been committed by any one. 
It seems to be a legitimate business transaction, and one which does 
not seem to demand legislation. It was undoubtedly unfortunate for 
the mtereste of the Stote, that the Company, through their agents 
diose to avail themselves of a privilege they evidently had, and paid 
the State in cash, instead of surrendering part paid bonds, to the 
amount of their indebtedness; for by this act the Stete has been com- 
pelled to lose the interest on this amount of surplus funds ; but there 
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do^AOl saem to be a&j remnij for it, or aiqr wty to ^ei redress^ 
ooitf^^ptnUy jour committeed «re of tke opinioii thftt ikrAor aeti w 
IB uenlWd for and unoeoeaMiyj and ask to bodiBcliai|«d iron die 
fiirther conaideration of the aolg^t 

P. a SNOW, 
OMrmmk 
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REPORT of the majoritj of the Judiciary Committee, upon the 
Memorial of the Detroit and Maumee Railroad Company, for an 
amendment to ita charter. 

To the President of the Senate: 

The undersigned, a majority of the committee to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of the Directors of the Detroit and Maumee Rail- 
xoad company, asking an amendment to their charter, would respect- 
fully report that they hare had the same under consideration, and 
kave taken some pains to ascertain the facts in relation to this act of 
ineorporatioDy and the doings of the company under it. 

They ascertain that the Detroit and Maumee RaUroad Company 
was mcorporated by an act approved August 25th, 1835, under 
which the company was organized, and a board of directors elected, 
all the stock haying been subscribed which was required by the 
chajrtsr, preparatory to a full and complete organization of the com- 
pany. 

The books for the subscriptions of the stock was made by the com- 
missioners appointed] by the act of incorporation, and by and m ac- 
cordance with a notice duly published, as therein provided. At the 
first meeting of the board of directors, John R. Williams was cho- 
sen President of the board, and John McDonell was appointed Sec- 
retary of the same. Two or more annual elections were held before 
the year 1 838, and at the annual meeting of the stockholders in the 
year 1837, a series of by-laws were adopted by the stockholders, and 
it was determined to make an effert to push forward the work. It 
had, however, become expedient to have some amendments to the 
charter, allowing the company more discretion in the selection of its 
route. 

Accordingly, m the year last named, the company applied to the 
Le^lature for the purpose, and in compliance with its request, the 
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act approved March 13, 1837, was passed, authorizing the company 
to select such route as it deemed most for the public interest, provid- 
ed that Havre should be made a point in the line of the road. That 
act having been passed, Sylvester W. Higgins was appointed by the 
board of directors, to survey the route, and he performed that ser- 
vice at considerable expense to the company, for which the stock 
subscribed was assessed. 

That service was performed during the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven. In the course of that and the next year,, 
the company having failed to interest eastern ciq)itaii8t8, applied to 
the Legislature again for an amendment of its charter, and an amend- 
atory act was passed, which was approved, April 1, 1838; reciting 
the importance of the road and the fears of the company that it 
would not ^ completed within the time limited by the act, and ex* 
tending it to the year eighteen hundred and forty-three, and confirm- 
ing to the Company all its rights, franchises and privileges. Thus 
by legislative enactment in two several instances, recognizing the full 
e:dstence of the company, and its action as a corporation, in fact, as 
well as in name. 

The company, in consequence of the embarrassments in the mon- 
ied world, which followed the years 1836 and 1837, (with which we 
are all familiar,) was unable to raise money for the prosecution of the 
enterprise, and failed to complete the work by the time fixed in the 
last amendatory act In this position its afifairs have been permitted 
by both the Company and the State, to remain until the present time. 

The Company now ask simply an act authorizing it to avoid Havre 
in its route, and to issue its corporate bonds and borrow money, and 
mortgage its road as security, and is willing to guarantee its cc»nple- 
tion in eighteen months. 

By the foregoing statement the following facts are established, viz: 

1. That an act of incorpotation was passed August 25, 1835, un- 
der which a company was fully organized: 

2. That as such company, and after such full organization, by-laws 
were adopted; assessments upon stock paid in; the route of the pro- 
posed road surveyed by an engineer chosen by the company, and at 
the expense of the corporation: 

3. That as a company, application was made in its behalf to the 
Legislature at two successive sessions, and important amendmenta 
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were made to its cluirtor; diQ.last of tbd amendatorj acts olearlf and 
€idly recognuiag ito then corporate em^sooe, aad giying wtil Jwiiia- 
rj iBt, 1843, to complete tke road. 

.4tb^ That the roadwaa not completed by the time fixed by the 
amffldment, and the weik upon it has not proceeded to a penoaaeiil 
location of the route. Upon this state of £EUsts> tiro questions arise, tris: 
lat. Has the Legislature power under the eonstitutioB to amend 
this charter ? and 
2d. If it h|u8 power, would it be discreet and proper to exereiseit ? 
Section 8, of article 16 of the constitttti<Hi» says that '*The L^gis- 
latfure shall pass no law altering or amendmg any act of incorpora- 
tion heretofore granted, without the assent of two-thirds of the mem* 
bers elected to each hQi^, nor shall any such act be r^iewed or 
extended." 

In the above extract, the undersigued can, as they thiakt easily diS'» 
cover a power by implication reserved to the people to amend ft 
charter in the manner above indicated, provided there is an existing 
corporation with corporate vitality and life. 

The undersigned have no difficulty in coming to the conclusion 
t^ in r^fard to the company referred to, it wa^s My orgaaiased,aQd 
by virtue of such orj^mization, it possessed full and complete corpo- 
rate life and vitality, and became possessed of such rights, firanchises 
and privileges as are enumerated in its charter; of which life and vi^ 
^^lity, and rights, franchises and privileges it can be diveated only, by 
the judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

Upon this pointi the undersigned would cite an extract from the 
opinion of the high court of eiiprs and appeals, in the State of Missis- 
sippi, 19 thecase of Arthur vs. the Gommeroial & Raikpad Bank of 
Tickbuigh, found mSmede's<k Marshairs reports, at pages 431 and 
432, wherein it is said : ''One of the leading motiveflfanqgned fin: ma- 
king the conveyance* was, to prevent a f<nrfeiture of the charter. Tb^ 
charter declares that if the road be not completed within six years from 
the first eleotkm of direotoars, the act of incovpwttion shall be nu0 and 
tvoid. Notwithstanding iUs deelaration» it is well settled that the 
charter would not be void^unfiljthe Statc^ by proper judieial proceed^ 
ittgr^hiul obtained a judgment pf forfeituie." 
In an opinion of the supi?em<^ court of Pennsylvania i. i^t the ^^e 
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of Irwin vs. Lumberm^iis' Buik, found in volume 2, of Wstts <fc' 
Seigeanta' reports, at pages 203 and 204, it is said that "The act 
of 26th of March, declares the charter of a bank neglecting to pay 
or declare dividends, absolutely nM and mM, and of no effect what- 
soever, and that the bank thenceforth shall be deemed and taken as 
dissolfed, unlawful and umnoorporated." 

" The 7th section of the set incorporating the Lumbermena' Bank 
also declares that no discount shall be made on any note issued by 
the bank until the whole of Ae capital stock shall be paid m.*' 

^'These prohibitions and restrictions are Very positive, and express- 
ed in strong language, and if the Bank has omitted or neglected to 
compfy with them, and the proper steps hsd been taken, the charter 
would have been declared by the proper authority, null and void. 
But the difficulty which meets the defendants i?, that we cannot ju- 
dicially know, nor can we now investigate (in a collatteral way) the 
truth of these allegations: for if there be anything settied beyond all 
cavil and controversy, it is that the violation of a charter of incorpo- 
ration cannot be made the subject of judicial mvestigation in a col- 
latteral suit The only evidence competent to prove the forfdture 
of a charter, is the judgment of a court directiy on the pomt, and 
no inferior evidence can be admitted for that purpose, unless it is 
otherwise directed by the Legislature, in express and positive 
terms.*' 

In the case of the People vs. Hillsdale and Chatham Turnpike 
B. Company, reported in 25tiL Wendell's Reports, page 257, the Su- 
preme Court of New York say: « We have a statute ever smce 
April, 1825, which provides that whenever any incorporated compa- 
ny shall, for one year, have suspended the busmess of such incorpo- 
ration, such company shall thereby be deemed and adjudged to have 
sunendered the rights, priffleges and franchizes, granted by any act 
of incorporation, and shall be deemed to he dissolved. That is to say, 
an information may be filed and pursued to judgment of dissolution, 
not that the corporation shall be deemed at an end without such pro* 
eeeding. This, according to the case cited from 18 Lou. Rep., would 
not of itself destroy the existence of the corporation, evon if it bad 
declared the suspension to be ipso focto, a dissolntton, but would 
'Only be understood as fambhing a substantive ground for a judicial 
proceeding." 
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Tbb abore, and numorous oiher dednoos that might be eitedf ea- 
td^lish iollj, in the o|nnion of ihe imdersigned, tbe poation» thai 
wlien corporote rights, franchizea and privfleges hare been once veat- 
ed, they continue until taken away by the power eonfening Iheni, ' 
or by the proper judicial tribunal, in giving effect to the laws of the 
State. 

Such being the law, the undersigned would ask whether this com- ' 
paay was not at some time possessed of these rights, franchizea and 
privOeges; and if sq» when they have ever been taken from it by' 
the Legulature or the proper judicial tribunal? If they hare nol 
been so taken away» they of course exist, and are now in a situation 
to be abridged or enlarged by the Legislature; to be taken away, or 
wanned into more yigorous yitality by the same power which at Ural 
gave it existence. 

Haying thus disposed of the first question, the undersigned come 
to the second, to wit: the question of expediency. 

It is admitted that no new acts of incorporation can be passed by 
the Legislature; that all new companies are hereafter to be formed 
under general laws, if formed at all. 

It seems also to^be conceded that a special oharter is more val* 
uable and desirable than any one can be under a general law*fi«med 
under our present constitution; for under that no general law can be 
framed, which may not be '< altered, amended or repealed, by a ma* 
jority rote of both branches of the Legidature, while with most if 
nel an of our special oharters, a rote of two-tUrds of the membere 
elected to each House, is requisite to alter, amend or repeal them. 

Thelsot, if not eonoeded, will in tiie opinion of the undersigBed, 
be 8<^en 'demonstrated, that a strong, well grounded and fitrovable 
charter only, can win to us foreign capital to build Railroads on most, 
if not all the routes now projected in our State, and that such and 
only stboli, will inspire the capitalist with confidence sufficient to in- 
duce him to invest his money. 

It has been uiged by some, and in high quarters, that by the 
adoption of section 1, of article 15, of the constitution, which saya 
4hat '' corporations may be formed under general laws, but shall not 
be enacted by special act, excepting for municipal purposes," we 
hare definitely settled, the question that our Railroads hereafter eon- 
stmated are to be under general laws and not under special acts. 
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Wi& due deference to the opiokm oC oUnen, the undenfgoed ow 
iojCer nothing more or less from the Miore than is ezpreaaed in iir^ 
that no new special charters shall be crented, but that those alreidj: 
existiBg may be amended. 

The undersigned can see no more justice in refusing to am^ 
an existing charter, when the company have expended one hundred 
oi fire hundred dollars, than in refusing to amend one whore the ex* 
penditure has been fiye nuUions of ddlars. The vested x^hti^ htmr 
chisea and privileges of a company whose outlay has been but omi 
hundred or five hundred dollars, may be just as importsnt and dearth 
ji» as they are to the one that has invested its five millions. The 
pxinciple is the same» the difierence is only in the amount. 

If the constitution has by inference and implication, settled the quesr 
iion that those companies who have invested small sums must be dis- 
franchised and their corporate privileges taken fix)m them, then let 
us make a clean sweep and repeal all existing cluurters, and bring 
ruin upon thousands, simply to carry out a principal or command, 
not found in our present constitution^ but as some contend, deduoible 
:4rom its spirit The undersigned are of the opinion that that instiuh. 
ment works injury and inconvenience enough to our State in its va- 
ried interests; in its express commands and {Nrphibitions, without le* 
sorting toit^ spirit or its inferences^ % new, uncertain and undefined 
nsischief. , 

The company have funiished to the undersigned, legal prool of 
^wtiiQe of the intended application to amend their charier m tfaeiiii«i|p* 
ner above stated* and being unable to see any reason or justioe in re*, 
fiuii^ the prayer of the petitionerfli, diey besewith r^>ort a bill and 
cask to be diBoharged from Ihe furth^ consideration of the subject 

JUl whioh is respectfully submitted. 

A. GOULD, 
GEO. R. GBiaWOLD, 
Jli^tfrify of the Jud'ey. Oom* 
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KBPOaToftha mmoritj of the ConmittA od the Judiei«rj» npan 
tha meiDoria] of the De^t and Mauroee Rail Road Company^for 
. lUX amendment to its charter. 

To the PreMitU qfthe Senate: 

The uodersigoed, the minoritj of the committee to whom was 
referred the iremorial ot said company desiring an amendment ol its 
charter, respectfully reports: That he has endeavored to give the 
suiyeot that attention which^ from its importance it requires, and the 
limited time allowed him for that purpose would enable him to do ; 
and the undersigned would here remark, that he was not consulted 
by the majority of the committee in making up their report upon this 
Memorial; nor has he at any time been informed by either of the 
other members of the committee, that a meeting of the committee was 
to be held for the purpose of taking into consideration the memorial 
above referred to. The undersigned, therefore, in his desire not to 
impede, or in any manner delay legislation, has been compelled to 
aubmit this report without having bestowed upon the subject that 
consideration which otherwise he would gladly have done. 

The report of the mnjority of the committee assumes that all of 
the prerequisites necessary to give the charter of the Detroit and Mau. 
mee Rail Road Company validity, have been fully complied with; 
whether the majority have come to this conclunon upon evidence 
submitted to them, or have merely taken the assertions of interested 
parties as evidence, the undersigned is unable to determine ; certain 
it is, however, that no evidence of that kind has been submitted to 
him; neither has be been informed that any such evidence exists, 
save from the majority report of the committee. 

The undersigned has carefully examined the act of incorporation 
of said company, and the amendments thereto, from which it appears 
^hatin the original act of incorporation, it was provided, that if the 
1 
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Mid oorporition thcraby ctuM, thould not witfun throe yoara from 
iho pMMgo of Mid aot, oommonoo thooontinictioii of said rail road, 
«nd aiiould not within Mvon yoara fiom tho pafaago of aaid aot^ oon* 
•truot, finiih, and put in operation aaid rail road within the time 
abore mentioned, then the rigfata, privileges and powers of the said 
corporation under said act should be imli and void* In the amend- 
ment to said acti approved April 6, 18M» it is provided that the time 
fbr the completion of the said rail road should boi and was thereby 
extended until the year 1843. It is daimed by the majority report 
that the required amount of stock was subscribed, and a board of Di- 
rectors were elected under the provisions of that act of incorporation, 
and a survey of the route of the road made, and it is also asserted *^at 
two or more annual elections were held frooi! the year 1838." 

Granting that this state of facts exists, which the undersigned is by 
no means willing to admit, unless upon unequivocal testimony to that 
effect, it would appear that since about the year 1840 no election of 
directors or officers of said company has been had, that no eflbrt 
has been made to continue its corporate existence, nor has the con- 
struction of said railroad been commenced by the company at any 
time since the passage of the act of incorporation in August 1835. 
The condition, then, heretofore recited, and contained in section 4 of 
said act, has become operative, and the question now presented by 
the memorial, is, whether the legislature will waive the conditions 
imposed by the terms of the act of incorporation, and allow this 
company to come forth again into life, or whether they will compel 
them, in common with other citizens of the state, to use such privil* 
eges as they may require under a general law, as provided for by 
our constitution. 

The legislature has in most, if not all the acts of incorporation of 
rail road companies, which have been enacted at various times since 
our existence as a state, wisely provided, that in case the road or 
roads authorized to be built by the act incorporating a company for 
that purpose, should not be commenced within a certain period, that 
then all the rights, privileges, and immunities of such company 
should cease and be null and void; for were no such provision to 
exist, a body of men holding an act of incorporation for such purpose J 
might delay, for their own selfish ends, the construction of rail roads 



Digitized by 



Google 



SxNATB Doc. No. 15. 3 

which would otherwise be put in operation, and compel othera to buj 
out their corporate privileges at enormous prices. 

The undersigned deems it his duty to protest against any such 
action, which will, in effect, nullify so salutary a rule. There are 
many such acts of incorporation now remaining upon the statute 
books of our State, and if the precedent be once established, we 
thereby render nugatory that provision of the constitution which 
fixrbids the creation of any corporations, except municipal, by special 
acta. This b a question which addresses itself to the good sense of 
the legislature, and is, in the opinion of the undersigned, of far more 
importance than the mere legal inquiry as to the existence or non- 
existence, as a corporate bod^y^ of the Detroit and Maumee Bail Road 
Company. 

Not having the advantages of a legal education, the undersigned 
enCers with much diffidence upon the task of showing what, as it 
appears to him would be the legal construction of the act incorpora* 
ling the Detroit and Maumee Rail Boad Company, taken in oonr 
nection with the facts alledged by the majority of the committee. 

Art. IS, Sec. 8, of the constitution provides that "the Legislature 
shall pass no law altering or amending any act of incorporation 
heretofore granted, without the assent of two thirds of the members 
elected to each house ; nor shall any such act be renewed or exten- . 
ded." 

This language is plain and obvious to the simplest understanding, 
and there can be no doubt but that the intent of the framers of our 
eonstitutien was forever to cut off the possibility of renewing or ex- 
tending any chartered privileges,and thereby galvanlzinginto life the 
defunct and decaying corporate bodies, the acts incorporating which 
now so lumber up our statute books. 

The evident intention of this provision appears to the undersigned 
to be that the Legislature may by the requisite vote, alter or amend 
any act of incorporation when it may be necessary or convenient . 
fer the purpose of carrying out the chartered rights and privileges 
already granted of existing companie8,but that in no event shall they 
extend or renew those rights or privileges, even to existing cortipa- 
nies, much less to those whose exirtence has terminated so fhr as 
Legislative enactment could efiect that object 
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Now, in the case of the company under consideration; i f that com- 
pany has by any course forfeited their chartered rights and privileges 
•0 as to render them liable to be so judicially declared, is it not in di^ 
Tect conflict with the article of the constitution above quoted, which 
forbids the renewing of any such chartered rights and privileges! The 
undersigned has no disposition to avoid or deny what he deems the 
well settled doctrines of our courts, that although a corporation may 
have done or omitted to do any act which amounts to a forfeiture or 
surrender of its corporate rights, privileges and franchises, yet it 
cannot be inquired into in any collateral action, but he insists that 
when any corporate body, by any act of its own, or by its neglect to 
do any act, has rendered itself liable to be^dicially declared forfeited, 
it is not only against the spirit, but the very letter of the constitution 
for the Legislature to do any act by which that liability is removed, 
that it is renevaing an act of incorporation ; and for authority upon 
this point, the undersigned refers to the case of the People vs. Ihs^ 
Manhattan Company, 9th, Wendell's Reports, page SSI. 

In 2d Kyd. on Corporations, this language is used: *'That a corpo- 
ration may, in point of fact, destroy itself by its own act seems as 
easy to be comprehended as that a natural person may put an end to 
his life by his own hands." So in the case of Slee vs. Bloom, 19th 
Johnson's Reports, page 456, it was held by the Court of Errors of 
New York, that the trustees of a private corporation may do what 
would be equivalent to a surrender of their trust by an intentional 
abandonment of their franchises, so as to warrant a court of justice to 
consider the corporation as in fact dissolved." The case of Town 
vs. the Bank of River Raisin, 2d Douglass Reports, page 5S0, main- 
tains the same doctrine, adding further, that the dissolution must first 
be judicially declared. 

But it is also provided by the laws of the State, (Revised Statutes, 
chapter ISd, section 12,) that it shall be the duty of the Attorney 
General in every case of public interest, to file an information in the 
nature of a quo warraniOf either upon his own relation or upon the 
relation of any private party against any corporate body whenever 
such corporation shall (among other things) offend against any of 
the provisions of the act or acts creating, altering or renewing such 
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corporirtions, or whenerer ft shall have ibrfdtej its privUd^jieB and 
franchises by nm-tiser. 

Whenever, therefore, any corporation suffers whatever property 
it may possess to be sacrificed, and the trustees or directors actually 
relinquish their trust and omit the annual election, and do no one act, 
manifesting an intention to resume their corporate functions, this 
would in the opinion of the undersigned, be such a case ^of tiaihtiser 
as would authorize the courts to declare a forfeiture of its rights and 
franchises; and the statute then comes in to aid in carrying out the 
provisions of the constitution by making it the dtOy of the Attorney 
General to see that such forfeiture is judicially declared. 

Let us now look at the proceedings of the Detroit and Maumee 
Rail Road Company. Ten years have elapsed since the time limited 
by law for the completion of its road, during which time no election, 
has taken place, nor has any annual meeting of the stockholders been 
held; the directors have entirely relinquished their trust, and the 
company has not done any one act, during that period, manifesting 
any intention of resuming their corporate functions. Recently, how- 
ever, proceedings have been had by interested parties, to resuscitate 
this almost forgotten corporatiou, and it now intrudes itself into eur 
legislative halls, for the purpose of gaining, at the hands of the legis- 
lature^ some slight recognition of its existence, hoping thereby, aa 
the undersigned cannot but believe, to avoid the fate, which surely 
in his opinion, awaits it upon proceedings which it is the duty of the 
law officer of the State to institute against it for a forfeiture of its 
pretended rights and privileges. 

The undersigned, therefore, cannot avoid the conclusion, that it 
would not only be unconstitutional, and contrary to the spirit of our 
existing laws, but that it would greatly endanger the best interests of 
the State, to pass any act,' which might, in any manner, either direct 
or implied, restore to life, corporations, which, by the terms of their 
enactment, have ceased to exist; and that the spirit of the constitution^ 
(which should be as implicitly observed as the very letter,) should> 
at all hazards, be maintained, giving to any and all persons the right 
under general laws) to incorporate themselves for the purpose of 
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building mch roads as to tbom shall sasm piopor or nacessary to be 
ooDstraeted. 

The undersigned, therefore, respectfully recommends that the 
prajer of the memorialists be denied. 

A. M. ARZBNO, 
Minority of the Judiciary Committee. 
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£SPORT of the Select Committee, to whom has been referred the 
numerous petitions in favor of a law prohibiting tho Maaufa(^fe 
of all latoiipatiog BererAges and the traffic therein, like the q|m 
now in operation in. the ota-e of Maine, have had the same upcter 
consideration, and having heretofore submitted a Bill, baving for 
its object the end sought for by the petitioners, respectfnUy Mk 
leave at this time, to aubmit the folioifingrejport: 

To the PreHdmt of the Senate: 
'8ia— That the use of intoxloating drinks as abaveragOp isiiy|ui- 

-ous to all, cannot be sncces^Ujr denied^ and that its use as .fodLgeii- 
^eiatly, throughout the State and the .United States is aT#t|r fifit 
'•vil ; Md for its continuaacQ for a y ear, ..week or day loitga^ i|l<9lir 

' 'tfptetontheve oao be no good reason glvea ; a^d if e^ is <lhaad* 
raitted fact about its use, what shall we say about tha.contiimiaM^of 
ihte tnost unholy and wioked nraffiot How long shall the pfKiple of 
thb State endure the eroel and merciless infliotioA of the. tnad^; oC, Ike 
^un-seller for gunt It ia now, wo believe, an ahnosi tmif eiaiily 
•admitted fact, that the traffic to intoxicating liquors as n iieveni^.haa 
always, everywhere and under all ciroumstances^ been an unorftiga- 
ted curse to our race ; like a nnghty incubus it rests upon all the 
best Interests and hopes of society ; hardly a neighborhood In .4Mur 
betoved State, in which it has not wrought a fearftil waste of psdiper- 
ty, intellect, morals, happiness, and life* 

The public as wtil as private walks of Ufe, give fearfal ervidsftoe 
of the presence and progress of the destroyer. The traffic has qnix- 
2led the press; controlled public assemblages ; demaaded and re- 
ceived, and is still receiving protection of th* lawa a&dlaw-mit(aia of 
the country; polluted the eanetnary of religion; DOtasded. ih|a{Mro- 
gresi of education; corrupted the puUie morsls ; fiUad one. p9or 
houves and priscma, and pe ey l ed giave yarde witb premalure^Aiial* 

' fty; Xttst in propcnrtion t» tba tnorease ef the gains of 
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Imitb boMi the aghi and gfown% «id Cawi of wrtehedttiw» cf tl 
witUn the ratoh of its infliMiice. lit work w a work of widkidhiow, 
•ill and death ; at it iloarithet and thrivee» fiuniliet, neighboiWodt, 
and whole oomraonitiet are clad in the habilimentt of poveriyt dit- 
trett and noamlng. 

There la noooeation for uato multiply remarkt aboatthe evib of 
the traffic ; the whole community feel and acknowledge them mMw 
iiiUy than they can be portrayed or detcribed ; the Tiper't fang^ have 
been ttmek deep into the Tory ritab of tocietyi and the fatal virat hm 
diSuted itself through all the springs of life and happiness. 

The great question to be settled ist shall the temples of Bacohoa 

be demolished, his sacrificial altars broken down, and his fires ex- 

tinguishedl shall the liquor traffic be outlawed, and intoiriealiBg 

' liquors, wherever fimnd for sale as a beverage, seized, confiscated, 

* condemned and destroyed f or shall every other individual, eeeial, 

- oommeicial,edocatk>na] and r4^;ious interest be prostratedt It it • 
fhct, which no longer admits of a doubt, that we cannot be a proiper* 

- cos and happy people until thedisiilleriee and dram ehopt are fiiiefer 
banished from the Stale. 

And wet there ever in the history of this State, a more anspicieiis 

time to strike the Aialbfow to the great destroyer of peace aad hap. 

.piness, than now ! the quttfion hat been agitaMand ihorooghty die* 

outsed through the length and breadth of the Stale, and the resuk is 

Aat tills Legislalure it perfeody ot erwhelmed with petiliont At>m all 

paita of the Stale, and from dl classes of the people,* amountii^ to 

^ neariy or quite one hundred thousand, all asking for the immediala 

•and. positive enactment of a prohibitory law sinular to the Maine 

liquor Law; and among all that vast number of petitioners, your 

comotdttee are not aware that one haa asked to have the law, when 

passed, submitted to the people for their sanction at the poUsi 

Your commitlee are aware that many of the real friends of the 

* proposed law desire that it may be submitted lo the people for their 

- - adoption or rsjectkm ; but in the opinion of your committee, such a 
^ OQume would not be for the bfst interest of tiie temperance cause ; 

* atiie tnm the great doubts such a course would dirow over tbacon- 
elittttionality of tiie kw when adopted, it would put the people of tiie 
Stale tea good deal of trouUe and expense, and in many cases would 
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mkimJMBMy cf^ta wi angling md strife, and all to no good end ; the 
Cdaaimyeu veal iheLagidative power in the Senile and Hoiiae of : 
Kep% itt ^oaaea, with the solitary excepdon of a general Bank 
ing law ; and the fHends of tiie propoaed bifi who have aAed for iti. 
paaw y in sneh a potent Toice have with one accord aeked the Leg* . 
ieiatiarelopaaa thelawabeohiteandpoaitiire; and if the law is « good 
onia^ whkih we believe it not aeriottsly denied, havewe a moral rights 
aim aBewing it ahonld be constitotional^ to evade a proper reaponsir 
biiily» try to shift it on the people and then dairo we have done our 
dn^f Wediink not. 

BS^its have been made in this and other States to circttmseribe the 
•Vib leaoltiog from the liquor traffic^ by license laws, restraining 
boBdi» and various leatraining regulating statutes. These efforts^ 
wbeirever made, have signally failed; and it is worthy of remark, 
thai in those localities where this trade of wickedness and death 
has been moot under the surveillance of police regulations, it has 
ooHunitted its worst ravages. 

Hm great monster cannot be so tamed or controlled — as well 
allea^it to regulate a whirlwind or an earthquake by law. The traflfc 
18 an ifftgiAaanty, and cannot therefore be regulated. It is a fungus 
upon sodety^-a cancer upon the body politic, which cannot be sub* • 
diiedt but is aggravated by poultices^ plasters^ or moderate remediee, 
and our only hope is, the surgeon's knife, which must be vigorously 
and efictively applied. 

But the people of Michigan have passed their solemn verdict on 
the license system; it has been aboliriied by constitodonal proviswn, 
and legiriatoresi, and courts, and magistrates, cannot longer be the 
body guard of intemperance. No dmt fimcthmariea are now loca 
ted in the lurking places of our towns, villages, and cittes^ with 
commissions in their hands to destroy all that is lovely, pure^ honest 
eicellent, and of good report 

The partnership heretofore existing between liquor-sellers and the 
people at large has been dissolved, and cannot again be formed until 
the organic law of the State is changed. There is no alternative for 
tmiversal license but the entire and universal prohibition — ^there can 
be no capitulation — there is no retreat The great battle has com- 
m enced, and the freemen of Michigan must surrender at ^fiscretion 
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aU pMdU ottiMilw and our' eMMroD to bo bbodmomcH N a mm f ^ 
abA^ fii4xortbIo tyrant, IBng Aksobol^ or wo mdtlJeaiolMi his ^»Mm$ ' 
drifo hiin ffom his lurking plaoM in dilr InkMp. and' ospol • lilm 
firotti our bofdflrs. 

It Si the ioalienablo right of otory oiti»ii of ihO'Scsto to^oogojriaid^ 
dofeiid life afid liberty; a6<}trfre, poMOM, and proiooi pvopeity^' fvns 
sue ai^d obtain happiness and safety, and'thaife being asaortol'aad' 
ackiibwiedged, the declaration of the highttt jiidfeial tribunal ia tkia 
country is a mere axiom^ a self-evident truth, that <^ not man hie n 
right to introduce into a commantty any thing which Witt de«tniy»thie 
property, endanger the health or life, corrupt the morals; or peril tH» 
peace of the community or State.'* Hence, quarantine regidaii«lHi; 
hence alf those statutes to prevent or remove nuieahces; to pfdMMi 
carrying deadly weapons; the pursuing of lawful n^adeain glv#D 
localities; the sale of tainted meats and unwholesomo provisiona;^'th» 
traffic in lottery tickets; the sale of obscene books and pictures^ an^ 
various other nuisances prohibited by the laws of most of theSliMi. 

I^ the liquor manufacture and traffic destroy property, otidtogat* 
lietilh and life, corrupt the morals, or peril the peace, it is not only 
the right, but the impetativo duty of government to interfere. 

That this business does, under all circumstances, at d) tinle^ 
and every where, seriously endanger the pereonal aeeiirity and pli<- 
vate properly of every citizen, no sane man will dieny. 

But is a law of prohibition oonatltutionalf 

Chief Justice Taney, of the Supreme Cdurt of the United Stilea»: 
in «)«» great Maisaehnsetts ease, "decided, if any State dMini the 
itftad and internal traffic in ardent spirits injurious to its eitiaena, I 
■ee nothing in the constitution to prevent it from regaiiliag and 
restraining the traffic, or.finm prMbMn^ ii aUopefker^^ Thia opinien 
received the hearty and expressed assent of the whole court The- 
light, therefore, under the constitution of the United States, of a State- 
to pass such a law is forever put to rest. 

Then, again, it is by some maintained that the law of prohilHtion 
proposed would ^^ abridge the liberty of the citizen." 

Those who advocate this nieasure, desire to enlarge, rather than 
circumscribe rational liberty. What is the thing called liiertjft about 
which so much declamation is uttered ? Natural liberty is defined 
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t»ikf^^ m^ wUch lUrtaro^fM to all maiikiiid of diqpomg^#( 
th^fmmmmd ftapntj aAor the mamier Aoy judge most eoiue* 
neiH to ibeiv heppineee, on condlUoD of their ecti&g within the limila 
of the kw of tt«tare» end thit they do Dot» in eny way, abuse it to tho^ 
pr^udke of other men." '« Civil liberty/' sap Blackstone, «• is that 
of « neo^lmr of soeif ty» and is no other than natural liberty, so fiur 
vestrained by human laws as is expedient for the general advantages 
of the piildie." To do what we will» is natural liberty; and to do> 
whet w# will, cosistently with the interest of the community to which 
w^ beloDgi.ia'eivil liberty. 

If mtB- elaiins the right to do as he pleases, every other person can 
sBMevt di»>0aine cUumi and in this st^te of universal independence,. 
thMt^worid be so laeny. conflicting wins, and so many obstaclee in 
tbe'iref of their gratification, that there would really be less liberty,, 
and infinitely less happiness, than if all were under tha dominion and 
operation of equal laws. Hence, the laws which restrain a man's 
liberty often augment it, upon the principle that he gains more from 
the limitation of other men's freedom, than he suffers by the diminu- 
tion of his own. 

Political liberty is nothing more ihan the security with which the 
citizen of a government enjoys his civil liberty. Civil liberty may bd 
ei^qy^ed as fully under a despotic as under a republican form of gov- 
ernment^ bat there is no guaranty in the former that it will be 
Qfl^^Dued ibr a single day. We maintain: 

Rwtr-That the laws of a free people will impose no restraints 
upm the will of the citizen, which do not conduce in a greater degree 
to the piMic happiness. 

Second. — ^That all lestraints upon individual action, which will 
promote the gOQoral good of the whole State, must be made, or nei- 
ther civil or political liberty are secured. 

Third. — That the general happiness and prosperity of the whole 
people of Michigan would be greatly advanced by the entire suppres- 
sion of the manufscture of and traffic in intoxicating drinks, as soeli 
suppression would result in greater security to the health, life, liberty, 
property, morals, reputation, and chajacter, not of one Individual or 
class, but of all persons of every class of society. 

Fourth.— That it is absurd to declare that government is establbhed 
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CO Mcuro to all tho potMtrion tnd oojoynMnt ofcibni Bbtrty, aa4 yM 
partnit one oot of every hundred to trample upon llio ebkiMlrledigOd 
rigbte of the other ninetj-nine. 8ueh a goTommant, by ^altover 
name it may be called, is deepotic and wrong, and should be changed 
or abolished. 

But we are told private property is iuTioIate. Let us see. Everj 
resident within the boundaries of Michigan has a constilutionai ri|jht 
to hold, use, and enjoy, without molestadon or htedrance, his own 
private property; but he must so hold, use, and enjoy it, as not lo 
interfere with or embarrass others in the exercise of their equal rights. 
The butcher, tanner, uUow-^shandler, powder-maker, cheflNSl^ and 
ail other honest tradesmen and mechanics, may invest their sKmoy 
in their business, and pursue their calUngs under the proteetfon of 
law; but in every cse there is an impvortant condition, vis: that tej 
do not molest their neighbors. The slaughter-house, anii 'powder 
magazine, must be beyond the " corporation line;*' the chimney of 
the chemist's laboratory must be built so high that all noxious gases 
msy be entirely removed; so of all other useful trades and occupa- 
tions. 

Uaelesfl^ demoralizing, corrupting pursuits^ are, or should b^ for- 
bidden entirely;— and no one has, or ought to have a right to invest 
money or property in them. Making counterfeit money, pubHsbing 
obscene books, keeping of gaming houses, are entirely interdicted; 
and the plates and dies, books and gamUiog apparatus, are forMted 
to the State as a part of the penalty lor the offence^ and to arrest the 
•vil consequences which would be likely to result from pennitling 
them to remain in the hands of the owner. 

Is not a distillery as much the manufacture of disease as the butch* 
er's pens, or the chemist's laboratory t Is not the grog-shop as 
dangerous to morals as the gaming house t Are not intoxicating 
drinks, themselves, more pernicious than the plates of the counter- 
feiter, or obscene books and pictures? If these questions are 
answered in the affirmative, then it follows that the distillery ought 
to be located where evil to the community will not result If there 
is no such place in Michigan, and we contend there is not, then it 
must be removed beyond the '^corporate limits" of the State. If 
^he grog-shop is the ub&iling source of mischief, it must be closed. 
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tr MMtisM^ diiiiks, kft in tbe hands of rotaiUirs, are dangeioif8> 
tho paaoo and well being of aociety, they moat be deatroyed; 

Mr§ty prtnoipb embodied in the proposed law of prohibitton, 
€MMkieealion» and dettruction. ia, and has been, fron« time imroemo- 
rinL fod^gni^ed as belonging legitimately and necessarily to organized 
«ooiily< The principle is novel only in its application. Unleaa 
govemment does possess the power to prohibit wrong-doingy and to 
destroy the imtrunrni^ with which the wrong is done, it is an ex{>en- 
aite and worthleas piece of machinery. If government has the power 
in one oaae, it has in every case. As well may the burglar oompiain 
of . th* injustice of taking from him his tools necessary for house 
broaiMIII^ or the counterfeiter his dies and plates, on the ground that 
thie» are his pritfeUe property^ as the Uquor-seUer may complain of 
i0|HBliee and oppiessioQ in having his accursed and poisonous liquors 
seized and deatroyed. All alike live npon the honest earnings of 
otlMm^ returning no equivslent therefor. 

The liquor seller is the principal offender, because he sends hb 
.euslaaieia to the gaming table and the house of infamy ; he inspires 
».lho wdiigtit thief and burglar with courage, to do their work ; he 
;ai«»ft4ho<fobber^arm, and sharpens the murderer's knife ; he is 
»the ** chief of sinners," for he riots upon the health, life, character, 

;; bope% reputatioQ and happiness of society. 
.43M ptbers iiayf ^hold liquor sellers responsible in damages,'* 
There are those who admit the magnitude of the evil and the neces- 
iityof a remedy; for instance, the friends and advocates of our pros* 
entlaWf and who insist that the best way ol redress is to render the 
JiqUiOr sellers responsible in damagea for the injuries done. The re- 

. fleeting mind will see at a glance that this plan is utterly impracCi* 
csblOt whieh it has proved on trial. 

Firsts Because the injuries inflicted cannot be estimated by dollars 

snd cents. The blighted hopes and crushed sffections of a drunk- 

sed^ wife or child, cannot be repaired by filthy lucre. Not one of 

tike thouaand wrongs can be measured by pecuniary dsmages. 

Second: Becau^ there is a public wrong to be provided for as well 

^IS priifate. The State has an interest in the physical, intellectual 
and moral training of every child; and how is society to be' redressed 
for iMving thrown upon it criminals and beggars, and a large nttm- 
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<btr of ignorant, vieioiii^ ^Xkd dopravod youth of both tOKOtf Th« 
|iriTftt# injnriM, terrible and desoieting, andifMpMtiteMhlf mm, 
are trifles compared with the public iojarieg. 

Third: Becauae, In the very nature of the case, the ram^ilfilbr the 
wrongs of the liquor traffic must be preyontire; it cannot ha aMMO- 
eratite; such remedies are not unusual. If an tniholid ^igo of 
goods arrives on our coast, no matter how intrinsically ▼alaihfa^ you 
do not wait for redress antil hundreds have fdlen viotiais Sediseaee, 
and the land is filled with wailing and habitations of the deadt and 
then sue the captain and owners of the vessel for the daosage 4lone; 
but you throw the cargo overboard, and if necessary ^* aemna** and 
sink the vessel itself, and confine the passengers and crow Mrtll they 
are thoroughly disinfected of the disease. Tou do not pannit a nsis- 
creant to peddle obscure books and pictures in a neigbbeflioodi and 
wlien the moral poison hss converted your children inio abM^onad 
libertines, ask damages at the hands of a jury; but yo« aaisa and 
deatroy the moral infection befi>re its seeds are spread out hsoadoaat 
over the land beyond your reach. What fitther would shelter under 
his roof a notoriously vile seducer, and permit him by his irHesmnd 
arts to destroy the virtue of his loved one, comforting MsMatf with 
the assurance that when the child was betrayed he wooM^iave hia 
'« remedy at law." 

Fourth: Because, if the wrongs were reparable hi dMaagea^ aO 
the property of all the liquor makers and sellers in the StAle would 
not pay the damage they do in any single week of the year. 

Again, it is said, '^ law of prohibition cannot be enforced.'* It is 
urged that a law incorporating the features of seizure and dsatiMtion 
of liquor cannot be enforced. We answer, that in those Stales where 
such a Itfw exists it is found as easy of execution as any 4>ther ever 
enacted on this subject And why should it not be t No law against 
the traffic can ever be effi^ctive if the liquor is permitted lo remain in 
the hands of the ofllender. Intoxicating drinks manufactuie their 
own defenders, procure their own witnesses, and counsel and jttdge, 
«nd inspire a patriotism that it is dangeroua to resist. SehBO the 
liquor, put it on trial before it has done the work of death upon the 
b^y, intellect and heart of the citizen, and who will swMt Ibr it, 
who will fight for it, in or outof courtf* 



Digitized by 



Google 



SniATi DiNk.Ne. 19. 

Tht easo and oertiinty with which this hwoanbc MAfeadt < 
tpmni with ill oihar liw« cm thir aohjeet, am whu Mpaetalf ma- 
nand it to the Moetion oT your cointiiittM, tnd we hope of He B^tt^ 
■ie, tod the undoubted ecquieMiice of (he people of the 8iMei Hm 
^* citS wir" it would ere«le, asisofleii eseerted, would be a imtpcM 
war lodeed. That ita ezecutioa would in aooie inatancea tie pailiaBjr 
naiated, we hare no doubt; for ** no rogue e^er feh the hdtar dimr 
with Kood opinion of the law;*' hut tfiia ia not a aufficient leaaon Hbr 
opposing its enactment and enforcement. If the people have a r%ht 
to govern themaelves, they should have the right topro/Ml fheinaelvea. 

There has been for years a manifest disposition on the part of pel* 
iticiana of all political parties andthw presses, to* shirk the leapoa- 
aibility of doing anything effectually, to satisfy the deamids of 4m 
multiplied thousandawho have petitioned for prolectioii ikoin Hm 
noting curse of ihe liquor tnrtBe. The people have widlad, auf^ 
ftrefl, Bfid enduMd, rstamant Aemaelvea to btedt their partf tMStt* 
tasls, and miflee this meeiova pilraiiilMmt to all othiie ief l)oil <eleo- 
tiods ; itffl iraiiAy hopingthat the otjeot could he ilAMslsi^'wAhMt 
making it an issue. 

'^Fhe signs ofihe tftnea Ittdicam ttfitthe aovereigo poeiHb ef the 
^dhrerine State will hesH«te«o longer, ifKhe prayer of *u fo> li i « 
dred thousand petitlmMtsisdot|p«ite4 if inthe psssy^df iUkftUL 
•or one similar to it, which ahall be eActive in sUTing*4ie iMid^f 
this Ml destroyer; they wM endoiMeilly meet this qeeMleft m» the 
^poUsy" whatever may be AeooBseqiieneeato 'any or di efAttff<yb. 
^ctf 'parties. Candidates Ibr office will have 1o afow ^MMt 'pviisi- 
plee on this subject and '* face the muaic," or they will >beMbiied;« 

tfewever protracted and eSfereihe eeuiiot, the friendsiaf titariper- 
ancd, virtue, good order and free gotwrmnent, in Midilgen, aiklbr, 
and mean to have, and having, will enforce a law aimilarlO' IfS' pro- 
vistons to the liquor law of Maine. The votees of ftoasandh of 
the disgraced and ruined victims of the accursed traflk, crfl fi»r paa- 
tection at our hands, and shall it not be granfedf WKI «ot IMa 
lAgisfature enter upon the great and glorious work of rsseuing our 
Moved and gikywing State from the blighting, bleating; man desuwf - 
ingi and God dishonoring liquor traffic! Will you |mteet1he piep« 
ertyof the eitfaMne-of our 3ute frem the oneroua taxes ianposefup- 
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on it b; tbii pIunderiDg businesst Will you protect the firesidee of 
jrour people from this merciless snd cruel invader, and save their 

, and jour children and friends from the wiles and temptations of 

. those who sit in the lurking places of your " towns, villages and 
cities," to ensnare and murder the innocent and unsuspecting^ 
Will you depopulate your poor houses, asylums and prisons of your 
State, by removing forever the cause which fills themt Will you 

. by one vote rid your beloved State of the greatest curse that ever 
befel a people since the fall of Adam? If so, we then ask you to 
examine. the proposed bill carerully, and if necessary, perfect it, and 
then pass it into a law, and when you return home; we trust you will 

^be met by your constituents, with '' well done thou good and faithful 

^ a^rvant8.*' 

r PaasJhis bill, and in the opinion of your committee, the follow- 
ilig wouldybe a few of the desirable^ beneficial and happy results: 

1st Yery .few„ if any, woqU heireafter become drunkards ia our 
Stale;»and mimy of those who now are such, would reform and be 
saved from a drunkard's grave. 

Sd« More than three fourths of the misery and wretchedness^ pO¥* 
ulf end distress, pauperism and crime would be prevented^ and al 
leasl <msi half of all the taiea now paid would be saved to the people 
of the State. 

3d. Ueie money would be saved in taeS| loss of time^ and oonie- 
qgentloea of property in one generalion, thaa would buy eaek faaai* 
If in the Stale a respeetable sized fansv with the necessary imprnve- 
meats thereen. 

4tlb One of die grand eaosee of error in principle and imneral- 
i^ in praotioe, and itf all dieripatioB, vice and wfetohednes% wodd 
be removed. 

5th. The Humbert frequency, and severity of diseases would be 
greatly leesoned, and the number and helplessness of maniacs in our 
State be exceedingly diminished. 

6th. One of the greatest dangers of our children and youths end 
jsne of the principal canses of bodily, mental and moral deterieie. 
tbn would be reoMved 

7th. One of the greatest dangers to our free instituticiis^ Ce Ike 
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perpetuity of *oar gOTornment, and to all the blessings of civil and le- 
ligious libert J would be removed 

8th. Multitudes of every generation, through all future ages, would 
be prevented from sinking into an untimely, unlamented, and dishon- 
ored grave; and all the blessings of temperance, peace, prosperity 
and happiness be augmented to an inconceivable degree in our own 
State, and extend a benign influence to all the other States of our glo- 
rious Union. 

Your committee haying briefly advanced some arguments to show 
that the proposed law would be right in principle, that it would be 
constitutional and expedient, and that it can, and would undoubtedly 
be carried into eflect if enacted, and have also given a brief state- 
ment what in their opinion would be some of the results, if passed 
and carred out, most respectfully reccommend the passage of the tnO; 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub- 
ject 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

henbtfralicb; 
charles diceet. 
jambs w. hiceok. 
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SBFORT of tbe Seleet Committee on the subject of tfae ntnaflio- 
*nraiiQil«%l« ef Ai^ttt^piriii, to ^boa wm n*fifn«d ilie Himm 
QiM Mo. 9^1 «iiuik»d ; «*AbiU pivbiWlipiir tii» «i»^ m i6M8|»iyof.i%' . 
(Qxipatu^ beverages aad tbe traffic Ui<;i«m." 

; T)»C^»i^o w4|M^fi% rvif^ tlMtwfxMMmgUiAaiiiikM^ 
|hiqr.fiMl4bMiQ0tiMal8t Ittk Mfn^i ))UpmrUe m M^mi 

<<^8eB^ la TlMtlavsldttteMkwltdLWdiepeoi^ 
Ibaoriejotfion at die i»mnMp» citf or vill«0e eboimm ini ImUjiI» 
ter the paesage of this act by the L^alature ; and H-akaHAe t|i0 
dMy of ^ha^aeeretaiy of Slate, a«d^l<Mli?r oQbei^reqititBd lor gifo 
or publish any notice in regard to said tonrfship* oiif ot; yilOt$g» olsa* 
<MPib to^pvo fiotiDe aai npqutrod kf ^ ioi jsaiesof moiection leC Q^f" 
fmuTiv tbiit tlus aet fi^r ^jHrobibitiiB^ t|ie MsnufiwtQt^ of iam4aal9fK 
hK W rnffs, md the imaflki ihereM»# hii iMft iWy Mhmilledlnlhe 
jjantrw of di»8latoiit said tovnsbipir m»f or i^ i>hy oloeti iw i^ ^ fat 
Ihsir t^Mlioa or adoptioiii 

«^aes. la At said tomaWp^ cttpi oir fJllag»«hetioM^ a haMailsi 
•Mi h0 li«« by thp<sftrat.boaals>«Eiiis|>ctflPCT thsraofclw>ss asii m g 
l^pJMtoaiCfMlifMr or ipriMt anU lair;aad otttltthatktoaliittlio 
nrlMMi OK priolad^ OS pifffi J ariitttft.aiMt par^ priittad^ I 
''Mp|«iM^(iir 4»l»w |iN»biMi« tho 
l(ilMigpf9i tad Ibt laafio ilitnlioK Ymi^'' at Iha *^Jk*ip^ M ^Am 

fittM. ». Th«,04Mrawi«f ttftvro*w>MrtiiM>l1w«iaflif»« 

tte proper eaaTMHBg oAoen u (he Muae BUMUier as BOW prorideAfeft 
1 
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bw for tbe canraM and retonu of the votes cast at an eleetiiA fi>r 
Governor, as near as may be, Aod the returns thereof shall he madn 
to Che ISecretary of State. On the first day of Jane, eighteen liva* 
dred and fifty-thrse, the Auditor General, State Treasurer and Sao- 
nCary of State, AJl meet at the Capitol and proceed in thep ro s on e a 
of the GoTemor, to examine and canvass (he returns of the said votes^ 
and proclamation shall forihwith be made by the Governor of the vs- 
auk thereof. If it shall appear ihat a majority of the votes east, hnve 
thereon— ^^adoption of the ]aw prohibiting the manufacture of intos* 
^Mtio^ bieveragesi and the traffic therein. Yes," this act shall beeoaso 
^lair of the State from and aAes the first day of October, ooethou- 
simd eight hundred and fifty-three, except so much thereof as relatoa 
to submitting this law to the people for their ad'^ption or rej<«tioii» 
«hall take efibct and become a lavr faom and after the first dny of 
April next ; but if a majority of the votes cast upon the i|ao8lia«i 
iinve thereon '^adoption of the law prohibiting the manufiieture ot in* 
texieatli^ be\*erage8 and the traffic dierein, Na" this act almU be 
ttull and void. 

* ^.Sec. *2 1 . All acts or parts of nets contravening the provisioas of 
this act are hereby repealed." 

* It will be senn that section 18 provides for its submission to the 
fsople for their adoption or rejection at the township, eity or villsga 
electieas finit held after the passage of this: act ; and also provides 
foiP giving the proper notices Ac Section 19, provides for the mea- 
ner of voting on the law, and section 20 provides for the retnni and 
OHisraeaof tbe votea, and reqnires returns of the'vottotobemadeto 
tbaSecietary of State on the fimt day of June 1853, and also pro^ 
wides» ion condition that the law is adopted by the pedpie, it shall fs 
iiito effiM« the first day of Ootober, 1853, except so mud^ thereof an 
idalea to Mbmikting this law to tbe people for their adoption or Ye- 
jsetida^ ahalt taise efiect and become a law from and after the fiiat txf 
afApMlMsi Now it wiU be seen that no part of this la wis to ilto 
eflect before the first day of April next, and yet the provisioa iasee^ 
tiaii l# reqniess the Iq^l notieo to be given by the proper oileer% 
aBd4he towns, cities and viHagos ana loquti^ to voteoa the Uw bf 
i^tntefra^mas, on the first dbotioa held after the passage a( tlAi 
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OMrailwai iMlddMirfintaiMliMm Osfint Wedi^^ 
Md«w other towns m thefinl Itesdaj of ApriL NovOieeloo- 
Umm Detroit will be beid befim any part ofthitact goee intoefteC^ 
mij9i thisaot propoaea to hare theai vote on it withont there bei^g 
mj legal BBamier provided for ao doing, and the towns are alao m» 
filred to vote on it on the first Monday of April; aadnnderthe pre* 
visiotts^of this net, thers is no possible way to give the legal nolioeb 
and the OonstitoUon requires that no law ahall go into eflect noti 
ninety days after the adjournment of the Legislature which passed ib 
ttnless ordered to go into immediato effect by a two*third ToCe» and 
your conuttitto have no evidenoe that any such order was made in re^ 
erence to the bill. And for these and for other reasons your cosa* 
nittee might enumerate, they are of opinion that the bill, if passed as 
it eame from the House, would be perfeotlj nugatory and Toid, aa H 
nvdres legal impossibilitiss, and if ao passed must remain a dead 
letter on our autute book. And your committee are of opinion fn» 
Iher, that the bill should be passed to a law by the Legialatnre, and 
without any submission to the people. The Constitution, article 4^ 
oeetion 1, reads, ** The Legislative power is vested in a Senate and 
Honse of Representetives ;** and the Constitution makes no provis- 
ion for the submission of any laws to the people for their adoption or 
rgection, except a general bankbg law, for which there is a special 
provision ; and for various other reasons which might be enumerated^ 
aaide from a Constitutional objection, your committee are of opinion 
CUs bill should not be so submitted, but passed like all other general 
laws, and herewith submit a substitute for sections 18, 19, and 90, of 
aaU bill, and respectfully ask the concurrence of the Senate thersisu 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the onb^ 

isiL 

H. FRALICK, 
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[.No. 18..] 

RKPORT of the Ck)«nmitt«e on Piiblia Lands on resolutton to iii'* 
quire into the expediency of granting the swamp lands to the sey- 
cral counties. 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a reso* 
Itttion, adopted on the 31st ult., in the following words : 

Sesdved, That the committee on public lands be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of granting to the several counties, the 
swamp lands granted to this State by Congress; the counties, after 
complying with the grant relative to draining them, to have the 
avails over and above the expenses of draining, for the support of 
schools, and that they have leave to report by biU or otherwise, have 
had the same under consideration, and report: 

That after a careful examination of the subject, they are of the 
opinion that all the swamp lands acquired by the State by ifiiiae <tf 
the act of Congress, entitled, "an act to enable the State df Arfaumaa 
and other States to re-claim the swamp lands within theur Hmitfl^" 
approved September 28, 1850, should be appropriated, subject to the 
eonditioiis of said grant, with reference to re-cIaiming and draiBage) 
in the following manner: 

To eaeh township or fractional township as defined by the United 
States' survey, all the "swamp lands'* situated and lyitoginsveh 
township, whole or fractional; to be under the management and 
control of the board of supervisors of the county in which such town- 
ship and lands are situated, or to which they may be a t ta c h ed for 
judicial purposes, to the end that the proceeds of the sales of sttd 
lands, may be most judiciously applied to "draining and re-elaiming 
the swamp and overflowed lands,'' as contemplated by Gongressb hi 
the townships respectirely. 

The surplus arising from the sales, after payment of the cost of 
draining and reclaiming, should, in the opinionof thecommitCee« be 
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•fplM A«B time lotime> bydMbotidi of rapMrYiion, on tlMap* 
pBntfqn of twdfe free-lMldm <rf di* loinidi9b to tho Mlovii^ 
fip oMt : the MBitniotloii or impronrtment of Ugbwap; tlio baad- 
1^ of aekool booses, <nr tbe pnrebaie of townebip Steariei, w^mmf 
be deemed inr the best interest of the townslup, bj sttd bovrd of 
•operfisora. 

Such a disposal of these lands, yooF committee belioTe to be the 
M^i' ptip^Md jadScioos. %liitethe <M ttd i^eeHhy MMfee 
would realise, in this manner, a handsome endoirmetit for fbWttdlip 
Bhrmries^ the new uid less ftvored covnties would reeeiT^ althoi^sh 
bat partially, that consideratien and justioe so long delayed and with- 
held. It is in the new cenn^ that most of the swamps and orer- 
flowed kads are situated, whose mhabttants hare borae the barthen 
ef laxatilm in all its forms, while these lands, in their immediate vi- 
eiitity, inslead of sharing and dividii^ the burthen, hare only yielded 
thebp pestBeatial odors, rife with fever and ague, to prostrate the 
atvoBg ann of the pk>ne«r, strivuig to snbdue the forests and convert 
them into smiling fields. Such a disposition of these lands would 
iaspife the settlers in new counties with new energy, and give them 
Ae ja sl iprd of, m the course of iegidatioa, that their rights and m- 
rale%>espeeted and eared for. 

D. B. HARRINGTON, 
ChtnrfMfL 
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[ Ho. 19. ] 

SKPORT of (be Gommittee on Ediieation, relative to the eiitaUttli. 
M«nt of a Chair of Homeitpathy in ihe Uoiveraitj of Michigaiiy 
aad ihe appoiatment of a Professor thereto. 

Tlie Committee on Education, to whieh was referred suodrj peti- 
lioBS pmjiog for the establishment of av chair of Homeopathy in Ae 
University of Michigan, and the appointment by the Regents, of a 
Professor thereto, beg leave very briefly* and respectfolly, to report 
adversely to the prayer of said petitioners, and for the following 
wasona: 

Isi. The receipts from the University fund are insnfficient tomeet 
die pre94-nt wants of that institution; while a number of the profeas- 
oinMpe already established, have still vacant chsim. This woald; 
Ml Ike opinion of your committee, be a sufficient answer to the peti> 
tfoBere^ But, in the ejtpeetation that some additional reasons may be 
iMked Uff we will proceed to say further: 

2d. That the practice of medicine, like many things else, is, and 
Off r must be, while fallibility attaches to human inteHect and human 
cMidwH, imperfect; divided into seeta and schools, aodsysteiiML We 
kttve, and will continue to have, the Homeopatbist with his ''similia 
abiniibus;'^ his globules, aid Ua ten thousandth attenuations. Ttm 
BydfOpatMii, with Ins wei Uankel and bucket of wa^er. The AQo- 
ptMi^ wkk his lancet, hlipislioB luid bai pSI; the Bdectie^ selectii|g 
aa k« says* from all the beat parts of every system; the Botankv in 
Ms vmuti^ stripes and gradesi iiilli papper and pop gun and loba> 
Vk; the UrW of^st, with jug and vial, and miero^ope; the Ma^H* 
tfaf, wMi kia ckreulpr passes, and the laying on of hands. And tbe 
ttonsand and one other systJnns and aeet% and aobdlvistons into whie|i 
niedka) nieniandtkoiodaift^tobo nMdiealaan, ka?a.divida# 
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And BOW» IB Tiew of Uua, what tkdl be donef If • 
abipwetUbIi8hedforoiiooftlieteMett,dieBwh7iiotibri]l? 8im- 
Ij so T€M^ii can be giTeii. And we dbeiefore tey— eetibiisb IVa> 
fcsMnhips for none. Let tboee Amdameiital seieBoes wbicb lie at 
flie root of all tme medical kBowledge, and wbicb are aecessary finr 
die eneeessful practiee of any partienlar eebool of medicine, be folly 
langbt Let the History of diseaae, and its treatmcBt in aay and er* 
ery form, be given, so fiur ai it is possible to give* and leaTe tbe stun 
ient to assame wbat same be cbooses among tbe vsrioaa. wr^^pt 
BMdieitte, or as the great mass ef edvealed pbysieisBs do» be eantent 
lo be simply called a physician, and let it go at that. 

We 0).po8e, therefore, tbe establishment of a ohair of HnsBPinpa- 
fliy, Allopathy, or any other pathy, and believer thai in^Bi^f ihe 
' ehair of the theory and practiee of physio, diseases ci vomem attd 
ehildren, or in fact any of the other chairs, in the Umvern^^ die 
Regents have fall power and avtfamty vested in them bj bw» t»ill 
those Professorships with any persons who m their jodgmeDi^lbey 
nay deem qualified by edacation and otberwisoi to fill tbcoi'Witb 
konof and profit to the State. 

' If theise chairs are not filled with UoBMOpatlrisIs^ (and jomtJUm- 
inittee are not aware whether they aM or not,) then we fiuie|rji b not 
the fanft of the laws on thissnbject, for these, ia conformity witbdie 
genins of our institution, open to. all elassea and eondkioiie of 4Mk 
a fair and hcnoraUe field of. competition. 

Tour commiftee are of the opinion, tberefdre, that it wdal&be iaa* 

inracdeable to establish ^sira of ihe dMereiit sbhoeb of madlMM^wd 

diat if practicable, it would leadtoeB^esa dispdas sad iliismwiie 

^ mere mstters of tbeoiMitel spcasdatkn; and if net s^WMkhbt^ar 

praetkable (o establisb eliijrs of allihe dUTcrtntsebooh^iiWftMkif* 

iainly be invidious lo sdecislit eae^ aadligivie preCneBoeio difHtoiii^ 

^nelusioii 'of sll others. c • I «>*; 

^BttlKmay bosaidby sMei peiAa^dttt dns yoijttbsagjavd*^ 

l^seTeetii»gaIlopalbiscatotnibea»r«(AearTaBd.piaetiaiU ;Illt 

Hbe mnarked here, boirrNin tbatfsfVniseefSthlst asaf ij«ii«s,wiB 

4i^iie1)M)ted as an AHopadiiil t<i«lt iiiaebalr. Uia not ikaliia«M»^ 

iopathy ; ft fs aebnirof •'lite dieory;aadfiaeliM U m^iUmf^mMl 

the Begeatsof the Uaiversity believe diaia HomeopaduKfifaWH^ 
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^iMiiJIiihit lihMr tlmr '■BliiiMhfliiilT iimnhit amj ta iBIt -^ 
kafittlifrtksiHHt flMiMifld^Aad A** tibeir we ffl t itifiiMri Mem im^ ^ 



YirnT tirmmittTT firir -r^irpiniiTii thut it irtmH ^^ft Irft tWflliirilt tuiJlKii 

liBWIwihf ; jdM Om grfiUyftd kiidb«doetrbe» (» mt: Ifcitjint 

«f hedtk, would produce ft likt dueaae^b tobe UlnawtthTeiygrail 
iButatkms; duit b faet» initead of bdi« ande general in ita applies- 
tion, it la b«l ibe exception. 

Wbo» fer kiatance^ wonld dunk of giving brandy for inflammation d 
Am alomaeb, or aloea to enre dysentery? Wbo wonld give lobelia or 
lobaeeo for great prostration? And yet» this is the eiflbct produced bj 
these articles on the system in a state of health. The absurdity of 
die doctrine of infinitesimal division, and doses of the aiie of theono 
lliottsandth part of a gndn, and that too, of a substance nearly mcri; 
«venin'lai*ge doses, is so apparent as to only need a a&entioB, to bo 
aeen and realised. 

But into the merits of this system it is no part of the design of 
your committee to enter. That, as well as the qualifications of tboaa 
yrcrfessing to believe the system, b left to the Bosrd of Regents^ 
when application may be made, or occasion had to fill any of the 
ahura m the medical department of the Univernty. Should th# 
Board tee that tbb system of medicine was the fysiem par excellenea; 
that it waa founded in truth, and commended itself to the judgment 
of men; thatiu professors were men of scien6e and education, with 
Hunda weH filled from the vastatore-bouse of medical lore; then thej 
would be selected to teaeb thb system and these doctrines, beeauso 
Ihoy were true, and br the best mterests of mankind. Again, by fho 
vevised constitution of the State, the Board of Regents are empows- 
end with «* the general aupervision of the University, and the A- 
nation and control of all ezpenditurea fiom the IToiverri^ iateiMi 
•nd.'* Tbb fund it will be recollected was created by grant froaa 
4he nenoral Qovemmattt, and ia placed under tibe control of aaiil 
Board of Regent^ whbh ia to ael aa a trustee ht dib impofftasi 
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— It beeomett ilierefore» a matter of terions qvettioii, wlletUr 4it> 
Utote throqgb ber Legislatnre, can direet as t6 bow tlui fctt3 tbiA to 
^ftpended, or whether she can« if she should so desve, direet ^tbo e^ 
lablishmeht of any Professorships in the Unifeisityy ]iid«(MideKi«f 
IM isid Board of Regents. 

Tour oommittee are eleariy of ophioii that the whols matter 
k ^^mider the eoatrol of the said Board/' and that it ia vnirisa 
fMT the Legblatore at this time to seek to iatetfeie m the ] 
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1863. S I No. 20. 



REMONSTRANCE of the First Presbyterian Church, of the city 
of Detroit, against division of the School Fund. 

7b the honorable the Senate 

and Home of Representatives of the State of Michigan: 
The memorial of the Elders and Deacons of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church, in the city of Detroit, respectfully shows : That we 
have received credible information and do verily believe, that a pro- 
ject is entertained by the Romish preisthood in this State, acting 
doubtle&s, in obedience to the commands or suggestions of a foreign 
despotic sovereign, the object and interest whereof are none other 
but the subversion of the free system of schools which prevails in 
our State; that we have also evidence satisfactory to our minds that 
this Jesuitical enterprise, now carefulfy and insidiously veiled under 
the pretense that that time* honored system, in its operation, violates 
the rights of conscience, engages the particular attention and the 
unceasing labors of the Romish Clergy throughout the United 
States. Indeed, so plain have the workings of the system made it, 
that the tenets and discipline of that ambitious sect are at open war 
with all the ideas upon which our Republican government is based ^ 
that the managers of that sect have found it necessary to direct their 
attacks at the very citadel of Republican strength, — the free ed- 
ucation of >outh and the consequent independence of mind ; that 
our eiisting system of education is obnoxious to the charge which 
papists bring against it, of being an infringement of the rights of 
conscience, is utterly disproved, not only by the practice which 
prevails under it, but by the very letter of our constitution and laws; 
and we beg to remark, that this unfounded and unsustainable accu- 
sation comes with no very attractive grace from men who openly 
avow it as one of their objects, (with them undoubtedly a minor 
object,) to teach, as a branch of education, the peculiar religious 
tenets of their sect, to the titter exclusion of all other8*a8 unscriptura)^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 SuTATB Doc. No. 20. 

and dftmniDg heresies, and to compel those who do not believe tbera^ 
who reject them and all the despotic principles rooted in and insepa- 
rable from them, to pay their money in the ibrm of taxes to support 
such teaching. 

We would, in speaking upon so graye a subject, be mindful of the 
command that we are not to smite the smiter, but to turn to him the 
other cheek; yet, from what little knowledge we have been able to 
gather of the American character, we are son ewhat inclined to the 
belief, that, wbaiever might be our own course, there are among us 
divers persons, of sects other than Roman Catholic* and citizens not 
belonging to any sect, who will not, with any very submissive temper, 
consent to pay their hard earned moneys for the propagation of the 
Roman Catholic faith; — a faith that anathematizes every human 
being who does not without dispute or inquiry accept it, and which> 
in those countries where it has the political power, industriously 
banishes the bible from the family, forbids all other worship, and all 
other opinions, under heavy penalties, and affects to look down with 
the haugbtinsss of infallibility, and the air of absolute mastery upon 
the rest of mankind ; a faith, the history of whose rise and progress 
in the world is too dreadful to be taken for an example rather than a 
warning. 

Tour memorialists hold it to be the high duty of every republican 
state to provide, by general and efficient laws, for the instruction of 
all its youth in those elements of learning which are requisite to fit 
them for business, for an undei standing of their rights and a just 
appreciation of their liberties ; what those rights and liberties are, . 
how tfaey are' to be maiutaioed in despite of all the arts and powers 
of despotism, whether political or mental ; and how they differ from 
and transcend in value, glory, and rigbteouiness, the meager privile- 
ges which are enjoyed by the subjects of Roman Catholic kings, or 
other sovereigns, if there be any. As long as this duty shall be 
vigorously performed, we need haye no fear of the enactment of 
aws that violate the rights of cons(*ience ; and the false clamor 
which is now making itself heard, will die away for want of voices to 
propagate it. If, however, your honorable bodies shall, as we believe 
you never will, be of the opinion that the school fund of the State 
shall be divided and apportioned as the Catholic priests claim, we beg 
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that your enactments may take such a shape as shall secure its proper 
share to each sect; and particularly to the Presbyterian sect, the 
enjoyment, by presbyterians, for the purpose of teaching presbyterl- 
anism to presbyterian children, of all the school taxes levied on the 
lands^ houses^ goods, and chattels of presbyterian owners, or those- 
who favor our good old presbyterian faith and discipline. We beg 
to say, that if this shall be done, the church and congregation to 
which we belong, will not, as to the means of educating our children, 
be the losers, but gainers the rather; in as much as by the blessing of 
a kind Providence, we have of such worldly goods the amount of 
about three millions of dollars ; our children not having increased in 
quite the same ratio as Providence hath seen fit to increase our 
store. And we have also reason to believe, that, in this regard, our 
own case does not differ greatly from that of bur Protestant brethren 
of other denominations, who would all doubtless be gainers in respect 
to the means of educating their children by such a division of the 
school fund. But we take leave to say, in conclusion, that whatever 
imaginary advantages might flow from such a division of our public 
moneys, we are quite [willing to forego them, for the immensely 
higher advantage of maintaining our excellent school system as it is, 
and frowning upon any attempt, come from whatever quarter it may 
to force the power and patronage of the State into any alliance with 
sectarian opinion. Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully remon* 
strate against the adoption of the scheme now pressed upon your 
attention by the Romish priests, or any scheme which shall lead to 
a similar result 

E. P. HASTINGS, 
E. BINGHAM, 
J. KEARSLEY, 
H. HALLOCK, 
DAVID FRENCH, 



ALEXANDER McFARREM, 
A. SHELEY.*^ 



Detroit, January 27, 18(3. 
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[ No. 21. ] 

COMMUNICATION from Uie Secretary of State transmittiog Ab- 
stract of the Reports of the Superintendents of the Poor for the 
sereral Counties in the State of Michigan, for the year 1852. 

OlTICS OF THB SbOBBTAUT OF StATI^ > 

Laming^ Jamuary 11, 1853. ) 
Hon. Andrew Pabsoks, Prendeni of the Senate: 

Sot — I have the honor to transmit herewidi to the Legislatare« an 
abstract of the reports of the Superintendents of the Poor, for ihe 
sereral counties in the State of Michigan, for the year 1852, as re- 
^ceiyed at this office. 

I am sir, rery respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM GRAVES, 
Secretary cf 8tak. 
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ABSTRACT of the Reptyris of the Superiniendenis of the Poor for 
the several CounHee in the Stale of Mkhigan^fcr the year 1852. 



COUNTISS. 



II 



I 



111 

III 



n fl « 

< 



'3 



o o 



< 



I 

•s 

I 

II 



Allegan... . 



Bei 
Branch... 
Calhoun.. 
Cass.. . . 
CkippewA 
Clinton. . 
Eaton.. . 
Genesee . . 
Hillsdale- 
Houghton * 
Ingham... . 
Ionia. . . . 
Jackson ... 
Kalamazoo 

Kent* 

Lapeer . • . 

Lenawee... 

Liyingston. 

MacKinac* 

Macomb . 

Monroe .. 

Montcalm.* 

Oakland 

Ottawa* 



St. Clair*. 
St. Joseph* 
Sanilac*... 
Tuscola*. . 
Van Buren 
"Washtenaw 
Wayne. 



9575 00 

233 00 

700 00 

1,370 34 

2,738 61 

984 51 



36 00 
8 00 
24 75 
32 30 



47 49 
807 00 



$32 35 



26 50 
63 64 
178 16 



17 00 
16 88 
3 75 



4 £0 

i'oi) 



300 00 



44 00 



400 00 
200 00 



50 00 



50 00 



451 98 

29 50 

722 78 

1,011 77 



10 00 



20 00 



100 00 



62 25 
14 25 
40 00 
75 00 



11 00 



5 00 



1 50 



240 00 



1,005 36 

527 01 

1,4SS 51 

1,185 68 



7 50 
16 00 
25 00 



200 00 



75 00 
119 00 



95 36 
44 08 
150 00 
55 70 



15 25 
7 50 
50 00 
13 50 



3 50 



184 00 



5 00 



646 52 
267 00 



75 00 



439 66 

1,403 00 

869 14 



60 00 
16 00 



55 00 



47 00 
78 00 
57 00 



39 50 
10 50 



3 75 
21 75 
6 00 



35 38 
325 00 
694 00 



20 00 



947 75 
1,214 66 



17 00 
13 50 



114 35 
114 91 



93 23 
70 50 



50 33 



13 91 
2 00 



347 57 
331 25 



50 00 



820 34 



33 73 



87 26 



73 74 



111 01 



49 60 



300 00 



531 10 



2 10 



52 52 



34 72 



4 50 



3 00 



381 39 
2,607 93 
1,715 81 



73 22 
125 24 



19 81 

5 33 

683 10 



28 52 
151 41 
182 00 



2 90 
79 56 
123 50 



1 00 
19 00 
53 25 



602 00 
434 36 



252 00 
190 00 



130 00 



Total. . . 1339 t23,964 83 500 34 3330.58 1,673 41 636 64 193 76 5,307 08 546 00 $299 00 
*No returns. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lkgislature, > 5 H^^s^ ^^' 

1853. S * > No. 1. 



{ No. 1. ] 

COMMUNICATION from the Aaditor General relative to settle- 
ment with the Agent of State Prison. 

Auditor GxineRAL's Oimos, 
LooMing^ Jan, 5, 1852. 

To the LegtOatare of the SuUe of Michigan: 

As required hj section 39, chapter 172, 1 have exommed the ac- 
connta of the As^nt of the State Prison, and find them correct, as 
aj^ars from the books of this office. The report oi the Agent is 
herewith transmitted. 

JOHN SWEGLES, 

Audiiar General. 
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Inventory of the goodsy maierials, and moveable property belonging to 
the State, and on hand November 30, 1852. 

hi ike^ Ofiee^l fitoTe and pipe; 1 iron safe, 1 writmg: deflic, 3 tables, 
3 book and paper cases, 6 office chairs. Revised Statutes of 1837 
and 1846, and the session la^n and tegifltaiiTe dociunenta, lospeetors 
and'^ce records, 2 candlesticks, floor oil cloth, calender, 1 clock, 
and 3 sets calico TFindoiT' curtains. 

Jk the Idbtary Boom — 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, library case with 
drawers, abcuti^.600 volumes of books, and 2 chsurs. 

In the Guard's Boom and Armory — 13 muskets, 8 carbines, 2 re- 
Yolvingand 4 common pistols, 4 powder flasks, 1 powder canister, a 
small quantity ^of ammunition, 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, 1 clock, and 
1 lamp. 

In the Prison Building — 4 large stoves and pipe, tables, benches, 
knives and forks; 4qk>ons, fin plates and cups, bunks, bed and bedding, 
night buckets, tcbfting sufficient to accommodate 212 convicts, 2 
water barrels, 1 large tin oil can, 10 lamps. 
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In the Hospital Department — 1 case of sufgical instruments, 1 dis* 
pensatory, and a small supply of medicine and hospital stores. 

In the Chapel — Chaplain's desk and 5 others for oflScers and guards, 
benches for seating 250 persons, and one stove and pipe. 

In the Barber and Tailor Shop — 1 stove and pipe, 1 table, razor 
case and about 15 razors, 1 looking glass, 1 comb and brush, 1 wash 
stand and baisin, and a few old towels, one tailors bench, and 3 sets 
tailoring tools. 

In the State Shop — 1 stove and pipe, 1 grind stone, 3 work bench- 
es, 2 bencb screws, 2 broad axes, 1 hand axe, 1 adz, 1 tool chest, and 
part of 3 sets joiner tools, 500 feet of lumber. 

In the Store Boom and Yard — 4 shovels, 2 pecks, 3 iron bars, 3 
back saws, 1 saw buck, 6 hoes, 4 old wheelbarrows^ 1 hand cart, 4 
narrow axes, part of set quarrying and stone cutting tools, 3 pairs 
hand cuffs, 8 pairs shackles, and 5 balls and chains, 2 sets takle 
blocks, and fall and gang ropes for one, 1 gin and geering, 20 perch 
rough stone, 20 cords wood, 7 M shingles, 1 log chain, 1 beetle and 
2 wedges, 2 iron teeth rakes, 6 hods and 8 mortar boards, platfonn 
scales. 

In the JSiichen — 5 cauldron kettles, 1 cistern pump and pipe, 2 sinks 
and 1 wash basin, 2 tables, 1 kneading trough, 1 large copper wire 
seive, 4 tubs, 2 baskets and 2 do for bread, 1 meal and flour chest, 
1 cupboard, 4 tin coffee cans, 11 patent pails, 16 baking pans. 

In the Wash House — 2 wash tubs, 1 clothes chest, 3 cauldron 
kettles, 2 barrels. 

In the Agent's House — 1 cook stove, furniture and pipe, and 5 par* 
lor and chamber stoves, with pipe to each, 1 cherry dimng and 2 
small tables, and 1 kitchen table, 1 sink, 2 white wood dressers, 2 do 
wash stands, 1 do bureau, and 1 cherry book case„ (not quite finished,) 
1 common bedstead, 1 wardrobe, 1 cupboard, 1 small belli 1 oil cloth 
for principal hall, carpets for front and back parlors, and stair carpet 
and cover-ing and rods for same. 

In the Old House — 1 pair large fire dogs^ and 1 old cook store 
and part set furniture, and 1 old cupboard. 

Outside Prison Yards — 1 horse, 1 buggy, 1 lumber waggon, and 
double harness, 1 horse cart and harness, 1 pitch fork, scythe and 
snatbi 4 saddksi and about one ton hay. 
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STATE OF MIGfflGANJ 
County of Jackson, ) 

William C. Pease, Agent of the Michigan State Prison, and Giles 

Bloomfield, Clerk thereof, being duly sworn, depose and say that the 

foregoing account current and inventory are in every respect true, 

according to their understanding, knowledge and belief. 

WM. C. PEASE, 

G. BLOOMFIELD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, December Idth, 1852. 

H. H. BINGHAM, 

NoUxry Public, 



Statb Pribom Ofucx, ? 
Jackson, Dec 13, 1852. ^ 

HON. JOHN SWEGLES, Auditor General: 

Dkjle Sib — The foregoing comprises an account of all moneys 

received and disbursed by me, during the year ending Nov. dOth 

1862, for and on account of the Prison, and an mventory of all 

goods, materials, and moveable property belonging to the State, and 

now on hand. All which I respectfully sulnnit. 

WM. C. PEASE, A^. 
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[No. 2.] 

REPORT of the Judiciary Committee, relative to the powers of the 
Legislature to amend eiisting Charters. 

3b th0 %ieaker </ the Hmse: 

fin^-^^Ttie CQmivittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred so 
maeh of tfa« GoTem(»r'& message as relates to the power of the Le- 
gislature, under the ccmstitutioii, to amend existing charters, have 
^0&Bi to the subject the mosti^ature deliberation, the limited time at 
tibeir command would permit, and their conclusions the committee 
now beg leaye to submit to the House, and ask to be discharged 
■fiiom the fiifftber considaration of the subject: 

By section 1 of article 15. of the institution^ it is provided that 
-etffporatbnsmny be feippaed under general laws, but shall not be cre- 
ated by f^f&E^ act» except for municipal purposes* 

Themamfest object of ^s provision is to prohibit the creation of 
qMeial 'corporations by special legislation, to relieve the Legislature 
<&om the necessity of leg^lating for private and individual corpora- 
lbiM,'toeeoiM)mtae its time,, and enable it to discharge its duties to 
the pabUc within the pi^iod fixed fo^ its sessions, vix: forty days once 
In two yean. Indeed^a piovisioa of this kind became absolutely 
necessary^ when tl^ Convention d^rmiDod thiit sound policy re^ui- 
itd that change in die c<Hiirt^i^Qn velative to the times df sittmg and 
tfie lenglh of the sessienB of tha. te^ative bodies. Most of the 
time, even when the aeerioaft were aipnual* and fcNr three or four 
months in each year, wa».«iigiQ0ie4 in ^^fttrngcorpo^rations in one 
form or anoOer. AidMiiige ]sebt»re.to the eessions of the Legisla- 
ture, therefoarei neeesaarUy lUTolved a change in tiie mode cS crea- 
ting ciMrporatiMMi^ if the nff^ics ^ tlie State were to receive due con* 
1 
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cdderttion at the hands of the law making power; hence this provis- 
ion was inserted in the constitution. 

The object of the provision is very apparent; the simple quasion 
is, whether it is accomplished if it be now competent for the Legida- 
ture to amend existing charters and confer upon them powers, which 
it was not intended originally that they should possess, but which 
woidd be very proper for other corporations to have and use; wheth- 
er in fact the evil would not be as great under the new form of 1^- 
islation, if it be constitutional, as under the old one, and whether it 
would not lead to a result which the Convention could never have 
contemplated, and which every one who regards ih& real welfare ci 
the State would exceedingly regret to see produced? If; for iasteace, 
and your committee refer to them by way of illustration only, and 
because they are before the Legislature for amendments of their re- 
spective charters, the Michigan Central, and the Michigan Sou&em 
Railroad Companies, can, hj a special act, be authc^ed to construct 
a railroad from Detroit to the State line, in the dir^cticm of Toledo^ 
will it not occupy as much time, and occasion as much tarouble to ^he 
two HouseSj as if an independent company should apply for a special 
charter to construct such a road upon the same route? Nay, wovld 
it not probably occupy much more Ume, to determme between rivftl 
companies thus seeking legislation, than it woutd to pate apon tike 
application of an independent company, having no coiii|9c<ion wiOi 
.either? , 

Would it not also be equivalent to creatmg a new coipomtkom U^iA 
intents and purposes, and vesting its powers in aset <rf men who 
happen already to have the advantage of all oUiers, by being oi^gaa- 
ized into corporate bodies before the ebnstititttion was adopted ? Be- 
sides, if those companies may be authorised to eonBtruci a road over 
that route, why may they not apply to the Legislature from time t» 
time for authority to extend roads bio other parts of the Stale, as for 
instance, over, er jiarallel Wi<h routes now occnj^d by other cmk- 
panies, or elsewhere? iThe same remarks may apply toother exkHag 
corporation^, and there mi^ht, txiA pr6hiMy wtmid be as many 
applications for spedal legislation for exmting corpcnilioAa, mA,^bB 
time of the Legislature migkt be quite as much occuj^ed, as it would 
diave been under the former constitution, and the salutary residlB 
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wl^t^lt th/B gamers of the present one intended to eSbct, would be 
'WhBSj defeated. This legtsUtion, if constitutional, would lead to con- 
aef venees which certamly the convention could never have contempla- 
-oi fw the fruit of their labors, or they 9f ould most surely have guarded 
against them. If such new powers can be conferred upon existing 
0€lfOrAti^Mtt» then those bodies become a privileged class of persons, 
te' wbom* al(»e the Legislature can specially legislate. It may con- 
fer upon them, (most<€^ them too, citizens of other 8tates,)by special 
oeta^ important powers and valuable rights, which our own citizens 
ottDiioti in die same mode receive at the hands of the Legislature. 
They may graiiiuaHy and by repeated amendments obtain control of 
every valuable route for a rail road in the State, and thus acquire ft 
power and influence which could never have been designed by the 
liramers of our organic law, and with large capitals at command, and 
iiUh routes yielding large revenues, even should it be deemed ex- 
pedient to pass a general law, yet by additional power conferred from 
'tisae to tin^e, they ought usurp the routes of other companies, and 
gradually monopolise the business of the State. The policy and 
4i|^it and obj^of the constitution would be evaded and entirely de- 
ifeated ; aad in addition to that, it would be productive of evils far 
^greater, in the judgement of your committee, than would have been 
iUt, had the article we are considering never have had a place in 
the constitution. 

There is still another view of this question to be taken, which, in 
the opinioa of the committee, is equally, and perhaps more conclu- 
sive, in favor of this . construction, than any we have adverted to. 

Jf amendments are admissible, under that instrument,to confer these 
new and additional powers, in one form, they are equally so to confer 
tiiam in any other form. It has happened m several instances in the 
history of the. legislatioa of this State, that rail road companies have 
beea aitthorixed by amendments of their charter to establish banks, 
and in one inrtance certainly — the Michigan Insurance Company at 
Detroit — an insurance company has been converted into a banking 
lartiSntion. This gpedes of amendment is no where in express terms 
prohibited in the present constitution any more than are amendments 
oMfertii^ new powers for other purposes, which are alien and dif- 
rfeiwKl from the original grant of power, and for other and additicmal 
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objects ; and yet no man wko readt ths ooiistittttion, can, for ooemo* 
meatt doubt tba aay amendment conferring banking powers upon 
<eUher a rail road or insurance company, would be in dXl^ct tsoatra'^ 
Tention of the wbole scope and spirit of that instrument, and that If 
it can be done, that that instrument will be, in some of its most !n« 
jportant objects, as effectually and utterly defeated as if it were of no 
. bindixig force or efficacy whatever. 

These views of die question seem so clear, that your committee 
deem it unnecessary to dwell upon tbem longer. They have as littte 
doubt of the power of the Legislature to amend exifilitng chafvt^'irs in 
some particulars, as they have that it is not in their power t» 
amend them by conferring upon them powevs not within the se^ 
of the original act creating the corporations. In fill Hiings which 
may be necessary to enable them to effect the objects, to carry out 
the purposes for which they were created, unquestionably, amend* 
ments may be made, so as to remove any obstacles that obstruct thehr 
way. The right to contract debts, mortgage their {Hroperty and 
'franchises, change the line of roads when such change idiall not In- 
volve the creation of new powers, but simply enable a corporaiioii to 
construct thdr road between tbe points of termination fixed by the 
Legislature in the original act — all these, and similar matters axe 
as clearly toUkin the power and control of the Legtsiatnre as tboae 
first alluded to are without them. And such your committee b^Bete 
to be the amendments contemplated by section 8 of article l&of tbe 
constitution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

E. BANSOM, 

Chaitman, 
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[ No. 9. ] 

PETITION of Samuel A, McCoskry, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chvreh in the Diocese of Michigan, relative to a division 
of the School Funds of this State. 

Th(keHcifumJiUih0 SenaUcmd HcuHqf Bq^^ State 

The unden^fifned is the Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Mchigan: He has learned from the public news- 
papers, and from petitions about to be presented to your Honorable 
bodieSf that an application is to be made for such a division of the 
school fund of this State, so that *'in all cases the parent be left 
free U> choose the teacher to whom he will entrust the education of 
his child.*' Such an application (if granted) he considers as giving 
the right net only to parents, but to every religious body, to select 
teachers who will teach the peculiaritiefl of the religious views or 
opinions they may hold. It will place the whole school flmd of this 
State in the hands of religious bodies or sects, and entrust to them the 
education of the children of the State; for the rights if given to one, will 
be claimed by each and by all. Whatever opinion the undersigned 
may entertain in reference to the system and effects of common 
school education, he begs leave to say» that he has no wish or dedre 
to interfere with, or in any way alter, or abridge the system which 
has been the pride of this State, and which has furnished to so many 
thousands of her children the means of obtaming a high secular ed- 
ucation; nor does he wish that the fund so generously granted to the 
people of this State, and so carefully guarded by her Legislatures, 
and so highly prised by her citizens, should be used for the promo- 
tion of seetarian strife and bitterness. 

It is one <tf the <iirfnguW^i«pg features of our free institutions, and 
which lies at the foundation of the happiiiess and freedom of the peo- 
ple^ that ndther religious tests, nor religious preferences form any 
1 
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part of our legislation. All religiotis bodies are placed on precisely 
the same footing, and whatever may be the exclusive claims of each 
and of all, they can only be settled by an appeal to a higher «nd dif- 
ferent authority than State Legislatures. But if your honorable bodies 
see fit to overturn and destroy that system which has been heretofore 
so carefully guarded, and which has introduced into every 
occupation and profession, some of the most distinguished men of the 
State, and which has brought to the door of the poor man the means 
of educating his children ; and if the priests and clergymen of every 
religious body are to take the place of the common school teacher, 
and the State is to assume the duty, through them, of exteadiirg and 
building up religious differences, and of fomenting strife land conten- 
tion, then the undersigned (most reluctantly) would claim to have a 
share in this work. If then such a change is to be made in our 
common school law, so as to allow parents to choose teachers for 
their children, the undersigned would respectfully ask for his propor* 
tion of the common school fund, so that the people entrusted to his 
spiritual oversight may employ such teachers as will fully cary out 
their religious preferences. He would freely and frankly state to 
your honorable bodies that the amount thus granted, shall be care> 
fully used in teaching the principles and 4octrines of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and that the services of as many clergymen and 
laymen of the Church ghall be secured and used, so that no other 
principles and doctrines shall find any place in the different schools. 

SAMUEL A. MoCOSKRT. 
BUhcp of the Frotetkna JSpiseopal Ckwrek m ihttJOioceM cf Mich. 
Petroit^Jaa. 19, 185«. 
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I No. 4. 3 
MSUORIAL of tho Board of Ednoadon. 

The Stote Bo«nl of Edao«tioQ iMp^Pti^y ifpiwmt lor<M|r Aon* 
arable Body, tbaftsow after the paeeege of (be eoU etfftting e8M« 
Nomal Scbool, aii4 endowing the eame wkb tweoiy-fivf i#etion« ft 
•alt spring laiid», tbej proeeeded to 4be eeleotkm of ineh Iwidf. Thil 
of the land so selected, twelve sections were in Wayne an4 Bf^ymfr 
eounties ; four ia the former, and eight in the latter They proponed 
to the principal places in the State to offer a consideration for the 
location of such schooli and for that purpose advertised for propofsls 
therefor, and on opening snd examining ^e sereral propoisls made 
m pnrsoance of such advertisement, they awarded the location of the 
Normal School at the village of Ypsilantiy in consideration of the 
som of 914,400 m notes, snbscriptions and land, from which the Board 
realized the sum of $18,500, and expended the same towarda th^ 
erection of the Normal School building, drawing the residn^ of its 
eost from the Normal School fund. That the laige amount famished 
Ifj the citizens of Tpsilanti and its vicmi^, was contributed npon tb^ 
lepresentaUon of the Board of Education that the lands seleeted w^rf 
worth 9140,000, and that the sale of a large portion would soon be 
effected ; and upon the further consideration, that aaagrieullwslde- 
partmcttt would be mabtained in said school. 

These representations have not been realizedi for the reason, ttnlll 
wss afterwards ascertained, that the lands srieeted in WqrM Ml 
If soomb, did not belong to the State, mi had been leng seM %gr 4lii 
Qiiieral Oovemment. 
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Thii error has led to the telectimi of other landa, which cannot he 
made immediately available ; nor can they in many years be sold for 
more than about one third the ralue of the lands first selected. This 
necessary change has reduced the Normal School fund not less than 
forty thousand dollars, leaving the endowment of the Normal School 
about seventy thousand dollars less than the same estimated, at the 
time of payment made for the location of the school. . 

The lands selected are all in one township, in the County of St 
Clair, removed from all thoroaghfares^ and having four other sec* 
tions of trust lands in the same township. This loss to the fund has 
oecurred from the error of the State and the General Government by 
the State in not noticing the error of the General Government, uid 
by the General Government in correcting their own mistakes. It ia 
a loss disastrous to the just expectations of those who contributed so 
Iftetally to the erection of the Normal School building, and deprives 
the instiudon of the means which are necessary to a successful or^ 
gaxiization* 

The people of Ypsilanti and vicinity had a right to anci undoubt- 
edly did expect an institution having an endowment of one hundred 
and forty thousand dollars. This was also the reasonable expec- 
tation of the Board, and all their arrangements were made with (he 
eertamty that they would have the means to mdntain an institution 
such as was contemplated by the act making the endowment^ and 
creating the Boaid of Education, and that could, with proper exer- 
tion» be made in all its departments, an honor to the State. By the 
lose of the twelve sections first selected, the endowment fund will 
never exceed the sum of seventy thousand dollars^ and will not, after 
deducting expense of building and fixtures, exceed sixty thousand 
dollars. 

Under existing ciroumstances these expectations oauiot now be 
realised, beeause the Board find themselves without the «^^ fy natft 
muMM |br the organisation of the School, and but for Uie loss <rf the 
tMlva ^qtioos the Board would not only have put in saecessful op* 
mufim a Normal School, but the Board had iatanded^ and weM 
bavie sueeeasfttllyeanied out all the mandates of their ohar(er« 1^ 
wkidh they were eominaiided to gtra instraction '< inthe art oftoaok- 
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log, in all tibe yaiious branebei that pertain to a good oommon aehool 

education," and "in the mechanic arts, and m the arts of MttibandiT 
and agricultural chemistry, in the fundamental laws of the tJnited 
States, and in vhatregards the rights and duties of citizens;" and it 
If as a wise provision, for from no other place can this knowledge be 
so eoonomteally disseminated and so universally diffused. ^ < 

* Students who attend bere for instruction will come up from, rettiiH 
to, and mingle with the masses of the community, and impart lb 
tbem of the treasures thus acquired* Tbe Board are so. deeply }m- 
tnresaed with the importance, and even the necessity of the^imiv^ari^ 
d^sicm of agricttltural knowledge, Ihat they would consider ttteqir 
Mhres dereliet of duty if they did not use every reaoonabto ei^erti^s 
to oirry out the fiill design of their charter in rasp^t to iaatfuptio^ 
in agrieuItUFe. r . 

They therefore feel themselves constrained to appeal tb jom hob*- 
orable bodies for aid. They consider this due to those who htMro m 
generously oontributed iheir means in behalf of this school, aa^iraU 
aa to the agricidtural portion of our State who have hitherto beaii 
<»verlooked by the State in its appropriations for eduoatbnal pur- 
poaes, m violation of that provision of the oonstitution which makaa 
it the duty of the legislatare to eaooun^ t^ {oomotion of i^gricid* 
iund improvement. 

The Board respoetfully psesent the following eatimi^te of tb^nie- 
easary annual expense for the stuMsessful prosecution of the daavil:^ 
die State mestablishing the Normal School: ^^ . 

Princ!f)al , ^...fl^SOjCO 

rirsi Teacher-..: .• . M0 0» 

Seeoiid do ..•...., <Q0 00 

Third do _ 40^m 

Mttsie do .-...,. iia^O 

Janitor.. «... 180. flO 

Wood __. lOftQO 

Inoidental expensesw «. IM4D 

Xa^eaHoCBMdand visitors,... > ^^ 290 M 

Model Seheo) feaeher - -..•......-.. »W (fO 
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. do do 3nd do 250 00 

l^ioCof Ag< Gbemifllrj 1,500 00 

•5,600 00 



To meet irUbh^ihe intaeil of the fud aolr ftveOaUe kabovt one 
thewiiiid, dollart fiur efch jtv, while bo oi^ganisation can be made 
wUh leaa than aa aimaal reyenne of four thousand doUara 

ttnf Oe purpoee of ehowing what sum is deemed neeeaaarf in olh« 
m WiM^ to bttild and tmlain n Normal School the Board state Umi^ 
in deaiedli West the snm of sixtf thousand dollars was appropriated 
Mf ^iMl Ihe neeeflsitfy btuldbg, and aonnallj the sum of fifteen, thos- 
wnd deHars t6 defray the expenses of the School. In the State of 
Nem York the annual appropriation is ten thousand dol]as8» and in 
Qeibeelieul. the snm of five thousand deUars» as the board are in* 
fcmed. 

The B6krd etuinot doubt thcit while eo many of our sistiN' Stata 
and the neighboring provmee, are dobg so much to raise the stand- 
ard of primary school education, by supplying a better daas of 
toichere, through a Stiite Normal School, our own State will prompt^ 
}y nnd cheerfully, by its present legislature, make the neeeasaiy ap- 
propriations to enable the Board of Education fully to periiMm the 
lAtotednfylriiyMed upea them by the note tlteUishi^ fte Notmal 



The Board therefore reepectfiiHy atik th4 togisktof^ Co gnml to 

thoNMMkl School interest fdnd» for the pei:iod of 8i;[ ye^r^ the upi 

'W IMee thousand dollars a year ; and to meke good the representa- 

'Xkilii^imd the estimates of the Board, as to the amonntof fbeeodM- 

4iMl4 fend to arise from the Me. of the lands first selected^ and to 

*flnMl the.instittttion on a permenent basis. The Board soUeittfce 

*'ft|^turs to jqpfiropriAte to the Normal Schopl endowmi^t fmd^tn^ 

i pact, of tb^ proceeds of the sales of the swainp, lands^ aftir Hke 

> Gt draining has been deducted from the greasfalea^ 

' 91^ Board would also urge iqxm Ihe/kgislaluo Ihe tifsMf ttt^tp- 

pt^fpiAaAog the sum of six thonsaad seven huftdf^ and eerei^i^e 

deBars to the Normal School interest fund, as a reimbursement of 
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the Yptilanti donation, if aid shall be given for the establishment of 

an Agricultural School elsewhere than at the Normal School. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

ISAAC E. CRARY, ') g. . ^^ , 

GIDEON 0. WHITTEMORE,V °r^ ^^ 
C. JOSLIN. ) o^Eduoatoon. 

January, 1853. 
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RBPOBT of die Minority of the Committee cm Edaoation» to whom 
was referred a bill sapplementarj to the Common School Law. 

The nunocitj of the committee on Educatimit to whom was refiir- 
red a bill snpplementary to the Common .School Ltw» beg leaTO to 
report* as fioUows: 

A suitable provisioDy hj means of some wise and practical systeUf 
for the education of children^ has in nearly if not aU the Stales, been 
an admitted, and one of the first dnties of the Commonwealth, from 
before the existence of the American Republic; and during all that 
time, throughout ereiy section of the countrj, it has been equally ad- 
mitted that the State had no right to dictate as to the religi«i in which 
the child should be instructed. 

It cannot be denied that erery system of mstruction iuTolTes in- 
structbn in some system of religion« and therefore denominatioQil 
or sectarian, or in none at all| which is infidelity. 

In early days when Quakers were whipped from tioim to town in 
Massachusetts, and Catholio priests were ooi^emned to death in TXew 
Tork, th^re ndgfat hare been such an agreement in creeds, and snoh 
a likeness in religious ceremonies, that the children of all could attend 
the same schools, and receive the same religious instroetion* 

The banishment of Roger Williams from the colony of Massaohu^ 
setts, while it laid the foundation of a new State, sared a literary 
theological epntroTersy in the primary schools, on the questioii 
whether die word " baptise," signified an immersion m or a sprink- 
ling with water. But this mode of untymg the gordian knot, has 
gone into disuse, much to the relief, no doubt, of many of the hq^-» 
est and most Firtnous eitiaens of the republic; yet|howerer, no sub- 
1 
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stitute (unless it be the power of lawless yiolence) has been found 
for it. 

Without in any respect entering mto any questions, in either doc- 
trine or maaners, between the members of ihe various religious de- 
nominations; and between them all, and those who have no religion, 
the £su)t cannot be concealed that the doctrine and religious ceremo- 
nies of the many Protestant denominations, are held by the Catholic 
church to be utterly subversive of morals, and utterly damning to 
the soul. And it is equally true, that in the opinion of some Prot- 
estants, the ceremonies and faith of the Catholic church are a mere 
chikliBh mummery; a common butt for ridicule; many condemn th^a 
as blasphemous; and one church at least, and that among the most 
influentEa]| publicly denounces the Catholic religion, as- a aystem of 
most abcHninable idolatry, hateful to God and damning to men. And 
the skeptics, neither few nor without commanding po8itiou< in socielyt 
lo^ upon all these systems of religion as mere superstition, the rel- 
ies of a darker age; while they are equally abhorred by the moro 
dev6«t of all religious denominations. 

AsA these diSferences in the &tth, the ceremonies, and the opin- 
ions of Ae peoplct nm through our entire system of education. Some 
of them ste found in all our school books, from the chfld's primmer 
to the most philosophical and abstruse work on geology. A few 
{ntmary works on mathematics, have alone been named as exceptions. 
But when in its siiblimer ffigfats that science is appplied to Che knowl- 
edge of the Heavens, the handi-work of God, theniihe most abstruse 
of all tbi ramifications of th«t exalted science, becomes so blended 
wUi tbe HdHgieu&Mth of the most mteUectoal men of the ag« that 
wmmy of- them i^eal to its demonstrated truths as the most unan- 
sweraUe e^denee of tiie existence imd ^rer-f^esence of the Divine 
Architect And the best books tiiat have ever been written for the 
aBtraetion of children in thai; mostbeautifiil science, so well adapted 
to l&e ci^adty of Uie chikHike mind, Botany, are so blended with 
idigioqs instmction, and with those moral principles which are be- 
lie^d hy maiA men to be founded in religion only, that if every vea- 
lage of rel^km was stn»^ out, there would be nothii^ left but the 
>UoAsd p^ids. 

It iai&ot true, as has oft^ be^ said, that these fragments of reli- 
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gion which nm^throiigh every part of oar system of primary aohool in- 
stmction, are only such things as all religious denominations agree in. 
There ex% no such pdnts. But if there were, it cannot be overlooked 
that a very large portion of our citizens have no religion, and believe in 
none.^ Yet the day is gone by, in which in this country, any. saae 
man will pretend that the State should take these children from the 
control of their parents, and educate them in religion, contrary to 
iheir wishes. If such a thing were attempted, it would become a 
eiHious question which religion they should be educated in. 

Yet the practical working of the present school system is, that ev- 
ery man must allow his children to be educated in some religious 
syftfcen^ so &r forth at least as it is contained in school books, and in- 
culcated by the teacher, or be deprived of all benefit of the school 
fimd raised by tax on himself. And the question wh«^t religion the 
young mind shall be early trained in, can be determined only by 
. those wha have the power of employing teachers, and detenoiaing 
what books shall be used in schools. 

In those communities where the difference in religion is very smaH, 
the posseission of this power is little sought after, and very seldom 
prostituted to sectarian purposes. But where those differences are 
as broad as the difference between piety and blasphemy — ^that be- 
tween devotion and sacrilege — the mildest exercise of it can be noili- 
ingbut abuse; the decision, whatever it may be, works the most abom- 
inable tyranny; and the oppression is in the law, not in the adminis- 
tration of it; 

And it cannot be said of the existing system, that it has worked 
well so far, and therefore should not be departed from. That it has 
succeeded in communities, all of one religion, and where the differ- 
ences were small, is not questioned. But it is a well known fact that 
among the more religious of the Roman Catholics, there has always 
been a great repugnance to sending their children to schools taught 
by Protestant teachers, and usmg Protestant books. Those who 
were able have paid their portion of the taxes levied to raise the 
school fund, and educated their children m schools receiving no aid 
from it ; and the poor, if too far from charity schools, have allowed 
their children to grow up witfiout the knowledge of books, rather 
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than hskje tbem instmcted in what tliQ parent believes to be a daauiw 
ing heresy. 

The Catholic institutioh teaches that all morals, all vhrtue, are^ 
founded on religion. Whether these propositions be true or false-, 
the people of that communion believe them ; the j have a legal right 
to believe them ; and the constitution guaranties them the right to 
act up<m that belief. And when we see thousands of our most in^ 
teUigent, enterprising, and upright citizens, taking their children 
fitnn schools supported bj taxes paid by ihjemselves, and either giv- 
ing them no education, or educating them m other schools, supported 
by their voluntary contributions, as has occurred in this and several 
other States, having similar school systems, we have ocular dtoion* 
stration that the system is not woridng well, and that there are abtises 
under it which must be remedied or they will rot out tiie system^ 
iteeK 

AH these poor, whose children are untaught — all these wealthy* 
who pay taxes for schools they cannot enjoy — aU these cttizena^. 
who have educated their children in schools they dare not avail 
themselves of any longer, and would gladly exchange all the educa* 
tion their children have received, for the morals they have lost, and 
believe the change a divine speculation, cry out to this House to in- 
terpose a remedy now, before our school system becomes what the 
Eng^sh State church has long been — ^an enormous sinecure, sustain- 
ed by all, nominally, open to all, but in fact a public spoliation, tO' 
&tten the estates of a few at the expense of the many. . 

The fact has not been overlooked, that the petitioners for the relief 
which this bill proposes, are nearly all of the Catholic communion. . 
But if it should ever happen that the superintendence and control 
of the schools in some large city, should fall entirely into their hands,. 
and they should, in the exercise of that control, employ teachers on- 
ly of the Catholic faith, and as devoted to the precepts and practices 
of that religion, as some Protestant teachers, to their honor, have 
been to theirs; and if they should further recommend for use, and 
cause to be extensively used in such schools, books treating of the 
ministers of the Protestant religion, in such language as is common 
in school books concerning the Popes and Bishops of the Catholic 
Church, and their ceremonies and sacraments, as the Catholic cer- 
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«Biottiet ioitchkig relies, images, saints, the' Host and the Dime aac- 
Tt^, aie frequently treated of in school books in cosmion uae ; it 
is not impossible that petitions quite as numerous and respectable, 
would come up from other quarters. 

In one of the counties of this State, where the sdiools are said to 
be In a flourishing condition, and conducted to the entire aatiafitcium 
of all tibe eitisens, every school is opened Sunday, and eyery one ia 
cioBed Saturday. And the books used in those schools, are proba- 
bly as obnoxious to the Protestant religfon, as the books in \ise in 
flchoob generally, a.re to the Catholic religion. No complaint is 
nnde ci this, because neither bodoB nor instructions are obnoxious to 
the parents, who have a right to determine the kind of education 
theur children shall receive. 

But should a set^ement of Protestants be formed there, sufi&cient- 
ly numerous to support schools, but not to obtain the control of them, 
and should they petition the Leg^lature for such relief, that they 
could enjoy their share of the school fund, without sencUiig their 
•hildren to schools to corrupt their morrals and destroy their religion, 
it is hardly possible that their prayer would not be heard. 

And the petitioners for whose relief the bill under consideration 
was drawn, believe themselves in precisely this situation. Possibly^ 
they may be in error, as to the consequences of educating their 
children in the schools from which they have withdrawn them. But 
it is a matter of conscience with which the Legislature cannot inter- 
fere. The withdrawal of their children is with them a reiigiotts duty^ 
the neglect of which would be, in thev opinion and belief, a great 
sin, subjecting them to the wrath of the Almighty, and the Legpuila-- 
tore have no right to say this opinion and belief oi theirs is &]se. 

The constitution, article 4, section 41, says: *'The Legislature 
shall not diminish or enlarge the civil or political rights, privil^^ 
and capacities of any person, on account of his opinion or belief con- 
eemmg matters of religion." To offer the petitioners theb common' 
enjoyment of this, one of their civil rights, only on coaditionA so ut- 
terly abhorrent to every sense of religious duty, is worse than to de- 
ny it altogether. 

In sparsely populated sections of the State, there may be some dif- 
ficulty in granting the relief prayed for. Those difficulties, however^ 
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; be greater than die diffiooUy always eiperieBeed insftarta^ 
aehoola in a new country. Bnt in towns and cities, and dense^f pop* 
olated eoontry places, it is qnite aseasy to support one school finr all 
ike children of Catholics, and another for aU the childz^ of Prot- 
estantsy as two schools in which fhey shall be mixed together, and 
leach each other to desf^ the precepts and instmetion of their pa- 
rentis and the ministersof religion. Snch schools wonUbe no more 
aectarian than are the existing schools taught by the sane teachers, 
and fhey conld not become prosoljrting seminaries. 

The underrigned, therefore, a minority of the oomnttttee on edu- 
cation, to whom was referred the bill supplementary to die Comaan 
School Law, recommends that said bffl do pass. 

J. O'GALLAGOAir. 
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t No. 6.] ^., 

REt'OBT of ike ttajority of the Committee on £ilucatioii« to whom 
was referrri a UU supj^mentary to th« CommOn^MuDl Lavs.. 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bffi supple- 
mentary to the Common School Laws, hare had (be same limder con- 
sideration; and a majority of said committee have iniitructed me.to- 
submit the following report : 

It appears from the report of the Superintendent of Public In-' 
struciion, (upon whose knowledge and sound judgement your com-* 
mittee repose great reliance,) that our present school system has^ 
been for the past sixteen years, and is now in successful operation, 
s^id needs scarcely any changes to make it equal to th^ hopes a^nd' 
plans of its founders. 

l!hat it extends to all equal privileges, and is open to all aI3c^/ 
making no distinction between the children of the rich or the poor/ 
the alien or the citizen. All may ente!i' itd doors without question'or 
hindrance; and drink with equal freedom of the fountain of knowl'>' 
-edge. 

That the amount raised by taxation for primary school purposes, 
18 nearly sufficient to meet the requirements of the constitution, af- 
fording free tuition for three months, in every school district in the 
State. The increase of the school tax under the tax law just pass- 
ei this House, will, as your committee believe, be quite sufficient for 
the establiflihment of free schools, as required'by the constitution. 

The bill under consideration proposes to divert from the primaiy 
school frind, an equal amount in every school district, to any person 
having the requisite qualifications, who shall teach therein for three 
months, any school wherein is taught the English languages, whether 
private, select or academical, placing all schools m regard to the pri- 
mary school fund, upon an equal footing with primary schoola How 
1 
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bx such a law would infringe upon and aflfoct the whole fljrstaniy may 
be readily judged. 

Without entering into the merits of Ous proposed Isw, a niajoritj o 
your eommittee are of opinion that any change or innoTation upon 
the present system of schools and taxation now provided tor their 
support, aught not to be demanded by the friends of educatieii 
of any sect or denomination. That such a change would mterrupt 
the prosperity and progress of ptimaiy schools throughout the Stafte^ 
andwo^ld introduce confwon and discord in plaoe of Iwcmonyaiid 
peaee^ and neAeriaUy aflfoofr the intaiDSstsof theiUnggensialieiL 

Graifaitgftbat the hiU under oon8ideration» not only has flie air of 
idaasibililyt but considered by itself in the abstract, it has its merits, 
itapasmge would require animmfdiate and entire chai^ of all our 
school lawsr both in the principle of the i^stemy. and in tjbe detail of 
the lawa < It pioposes a radical change in the superstructure as well 
aa in the foundatiiHi of the sgrstem of public instruction. Such a 
(luipge fiyunded,up<m chiinui^ howeyer ^ell suatainedt should not and 
canmot be tho woric of a few day% or ereu of montha We are of 
opnioa libat the people of the State are not prepared, and do not de 
mand of the L^lature, any legislation on this subjecl^ whicli would 
80 seriously affect the condition and welfiure of the great mass of their 
chSidrai* 

Tour i poi tt m itte e therefore report the bill back and fsk to be diia- 
d^nH^ 6om its Mher eoiVBderalion^ 

W. T. MITCHELL, 

Chmrwum 
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RKPORT of the Committee to whoa was^ referred the memorial of 
8. D. Newim) and thirtj-one othersi ooncemmg Phonetics. 

The word ^'phonetics" is, in its narrowest'eeneei understood to applj 
to ike principles upon which the two systems of representing language 
known as Phonographj and Phonotypy, are based ; but in its more 
general use it designates not only the principles but the systems 
themselres. Phonottpt, a word compounded from two Greek 
words, phone, •*Toice sounrf/* and iypoSf a ''character" or "type," is 
used to designate a system of representing language by printing, there 
being just as many characters or types used as there are separate 
and distinct soimds in our language. Phoi^ografht, a word com- 
pounded of the Greek words phone, " voice-sound^" and ffraphe 
^'writing," is used to designate a system of writing based upon the 
same principles as phonotypy. These are two general principles 
upon which both systems are based. 

Ths First Prihoiplx is : In a true system of language-represen* 
tation, there should be just as many characters as there are separate 
•onnds in speech. 

Tbb Ssoovd Principiji is : Each sign should represent but one 
sound and no more ; and each soand should be represented by one 
sign and no more. 

It is OTident then, that in reading Phonotypy, that all that is re- 
quired to be done is to learn to recognize each one of the signs used 
to represent the forty-two sounds of our language, and giro them 
llieir names, (which are the same as the sounds they representi) ia 
the order in which they stand upon the page. 

In deiising characters to be used in phonotypy^ all has been done 
Ihal eoald be to make it correspond in appearance as nearly as pea- 
sftle to the common type, so that the transition from one to the other 
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ibemdUj'mAde; nditisfeiindiliAtiMnoiuwliorMdtlie^ 
I print widi leadiBMi^ ia from fifttea to twenty nintttM read the 
plioBotypie printing. The letten in our present tlphahet hare bees 
veed to represent those sounds for which they most vsnally stand in 
oar eommon printi and new charaeters inrented for tte remaining 



Toor committee are of the opinion, if this system of representing 
laagnage were ad<^led, that nine:teiiihs of the time now deroted to 
learning to read mtf^ might be deroted to the aotpurementof use- 
ftil knowledge ; and against its general adoption wie can. see no ra- 
tional objection; but, on the other hand, a great many.strong reasons 
for its being brought into use, even to the entire supersoeding of our 
present system. 

'We are confirmed in this position from the fiiot, that if any objec- 
tions can be broaght agamst phonotypy, they are only those ^ a 
most friYolotts character ; while it may be truly ssid that our pres- 
ent system of representing language is characterised throughout by 
the grosest absurdities, its very rules being exceptions. Sheridaa 
has sud : "Such indeed is the state of our written language, thai 
the darkest hieroglyphics, or the most difficult cyphers erer invented 
by the art (% man, were not better calculated to conceal the senti- 
ments of those who use them, from all who do not have the key, than 
the state of our spelling is to conceal the true pronuneisdon of our 
words from all except a few well educated indiTiduals." Although 
his remark oannbt be fully endorsed, yet there is more troth ia them 
than most persons would imagine, ,who had not devoted particular at- 
tention to the subject We cannot take the space to spedk fuOy up- 
on the subject, but will say in brief, that after a careful examination, 
it has been ascertained that there are six hundred and fifty-eight 
different ways of representing the forty-two sounds of our language, . 
maldng an average of sixteen different methods of representation for 
each sound ; hence, some words could be spelled in several thousand 
different ways, and each spelling be justified by the filing emplogred 
in some other words of the laoguage. The speUiQg of the wotds, 
9irajlio, 7a ghter^ rijned^ sdim, forfeit, harat^/ue, wouUl justify 
us m spelUng Lansing, a wcnrd composed of six sojupdi^ in the .fol- 
lowing manoer: Ol-augh-f/nerMiMuiigw, 
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VHieilier or not our common orOxognflbj ean txi jostly eliarged 
viih all these anomalies and inoonsistendesi it is ei iden<^ that to ae- 
quire the capability of reading it readilj, reqidrea a great deal of 
tune^ and that if any method can be deyised, tending materially to 
the ezpedituig the attainment of the knowledge of the present ortbog- 
nphy, it should by all means be adopted. It is daimcfd that chfl« 
dren can be taught to read our common type, in about one-fimrth the 
time usuaUy reqmred, provided they are first learned to read phono* 
type. The system has been adopted in orer one hundred and sixty 
sobpols in the State*of Massachusetts, and this has not been done by 
way of experiment A phonetic school was established for the pur- 
pose of testing the utility of the system in aiding children in acqui* 
ring a knowledge of our common print; and from the decisire evi* 
draces in &yor of phonotypy, it has been adopted in these one hun- 
dred and sixty schools. It was introduced into the State Nonnal 
School of Massachusetts, as early as early as 1845, and after baying 
there produced the results anticipated for it by its warmest friendSf 
was mtroduoed into the State Normal School of New Tork» at Alba* 
ny. It is also taught in the Albany Female Academy; and it has 
been being mtroduced into colleges, academies and schools, until now 
by the latest accounts, it appears that it, with phonography, has been 
introduced into over 200 schools and colleges an England, and 500 
m the United Statefi. The subject has been presented to the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, a very learned body <rf men^aad 
they have made a report as fav(»rable as ooul4 be wished. . The .mitr 
terwaa presented to the Massachusetts hiff»kimK%h 184(l|i»dai0 
j<Mnt omnmittee of edacation of that body, to nhoia it was reftvred, 
made an exceedifig^y &vorabTe report, and leeoiQioended Ha a^b^ 
Ikm in schools. In 1852 the subject was ag|jf bron^^t before that 
Legislatuie, and the Senate immediately reported the foOowiog i«a»- 
lution: 

*'JRe9olfe^ That the phonetic ifyston of teasing the reading and 
spelling of the eoamoii orthcgrqphy b wovihy the attention of those 
who have chaige of (Bommon school mstructton, and that town or dia« 
trict school coinmitteeB who may see fit to test it^ aye requested to 
fiunish such reports concerning it^ in their i^tuine totiiesecretaiy of 
the Board of Education, as they may deem hmi.** 
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The Hoiue non-cononrred in the reiolation, by a majority of five. 
The oommittee who reported the resolutioa expressed it as their most 
decided convictions that the system should be introduced into att the 
primary schools. The Principal of the Welkville Union School, 
David Parsons, Esq., brother of our worthy Lieutenant Oovemor, 
•ays: "Both phonotypy and phonography are taught in this school^ 
•nd ever win be. The scholars who have learned phonotypy, and 
who are still learning it, are a-b-c scholars. They learn to read easy 
sentences m from two to three weeks, and will read anything in three 
months. In our primary department, we don't pretend to teach a-b-c 
scholars the old wiay of spelling and reading, except by the new 
first If I was compelled to teach the old way of spelling and read- 
ing, Iwtndd teach the new way first, by which means I should be, as 
well as my pupils, the gainer by two-thirde of my tkne*' The pho- 
netic system has been recommended by a conuderable number of 
Teacher's Institutes, a fact that should be evidence that it is not the 
scheme of a set of enthusiasts. In this connection we desire to give 
some fuller explanation of th^ phonetic system of teaching the spell- 
ing and reading of our common orthography. In accordance with 
this system, the pupil is first taught to read phonotypy, and it is 
shown that the pupil will learn to read readily anything printed m the 
phonetic way, in about one-tenth of the time ordinarily employed to 
learn to read our common type. After the pupil has learned to 
read phonotypy ^fluentiy, he is given what is called a " tranntion 
leader,'^ by which is understood a book in which words are arranged 
in odamns, words printed phonotjrpically, bemg arranged side of 
those in the common type, so that the pupil can readily see the meth- 
od by whicih the given words are represented in the common orthog- 
laphy; and then follows a reading lesson composed of the words m 
ate columns above. This ** reader*' is used until the pupil can 
neaiDy read our conunon orthography; and it has been proved, again 
Md again, that to teach the pupil to read our common print bj fliis 
aiKide of teaching, only requires about one- fourth of the time usaaOy 
niployed. It is the opmaa of tihe conunittee, thatif Ihia system of 
leabhing were adclpted in our primary schools, it would hsve the ten* 
dency to materially improve them and extend their range, saving 
three-fourths of the time now absolutely lost in learning to spettand 
nad> for the pursuitof Ugherlnandies of study. 
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Befone closing ihe reporti the conunittee desire t» eay a few Ifaingi 
eonoemmg phonography ; and of this there are fhe two kiffids^ ike 
long-haoid and the abort^hand ; to the last of which, we shall confine 
our remarks. Phonography is the invention ot Mr. Isaac Pitman^ 
of Bath, England. He published his first tezt-book of it in 1837 » 
therefore it has been before the world for sixteen years. It has been 
being perfected in accordance with the suggestions of the experi- 
ence of &ousBnds of phonographers, until now it stands as the ne 
plus %Mra in the art of writing. Most systems of this kind hare been 
intented by persons so jealous of their works that they have not al- 
lowed the perfectbghand of others to touch them ; but Pitman, de- 
siring that the world should be furnished with a system of writing, 
that hiid long been a desideratum, pat forth his system, based upon 
the true principles, and inrited criticism and emendation. When the 
vast benefits of such a system of writing are considered, the name of 
Pitman must at least stand equal in glory with those of Arkwright,^ 
Galileo, Franklin, Fulton, and Morse. 

The system is so extremely philosophical and simple, that but 
firom six to ten hoars time are required for the acquirement of its 
principles. Practice for an hour per day for one year, enables per- 
sons of ordinary capacity to write it at the rate of from one hundred* 
to one hundred and eighty words per minute. It has been written 
by persons who hare had a great deal of practice, at the rate of two 
hundred and fifty words per minute. Their rqpidity could be tested 
only by reading, as persons speaking extemp(»eaneoasly neyer spedc 
fiuiter than two hundred words per mmute. 

Our present system of writing requires, the hand to make sevea 
strokes where the voice makes only one efibrt; but phonograph^ 
writing is based upon the principle that no sign representin|; a sound 
made by one effort of the voice, shall require more than one. stroke 
of the hand; thereifore, it can be written seren times as &st as tlm 
common hand. By the use of it, a person can do as much wi^tiag. 
in one hour as he ceuld otherwise do in six. When the Hoa ThoHr 
as Benton was presented with a verbatim report of a speech of his, 
taken by a KtOe boy, he said: <«had I been able to svaO myself oT 
flie a4vaii|tfiges of this i^atem firom Ibrty yeats ago, I should havr 
saved twenty %mA ysst's labor. 
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She eonuttiltte ave of die opiafaMi lliat if it iv^re iairciAiMd m k 
hnwh of irtndy m our prunary scbdols, that oTeiy piip3'n%1ti^ by 
Ao thno helitd been under an ordBnarj amount of tohiouy be abk to 
take down speedes^ veibatlm. 

We find firequendy a wrong impression baa been prodaeed aa to 
tibe progress of tbis system. We bare to say tbat it ia atill piogieaa- 
ing, and never &ils to find firiends wbere it finds acqnauttancaa. It 
has received the warm and hearty approbation of men of boye ai« 
lamments, and high in the confidenceof the public; mcb men aa 
George B. Emerson, Esq., Dr, John C. Warren, Frandb Bowen, Ebq., 
Editor of the North American Review, Cambridge; Judge PbtB^a, 
Cambridge; Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, Boston; all memben of 
the American Academy of Ajts and Sciences, the oldeat aeientific 
body in the United States. It fias received the approbation of micb 
men as the Hon. Horace Mami, the world-r^owned friend ol educa- 
tion; such men as Edward N. Kirk, the Hon. Amasa Walker, and the 
Hon. Charles Sumner. 

Phonography is used in Hhe correspondence of thousands in Amer- 
ica, and England; and it has been estimated that over 5^000,000 
pbonogrnphic letters pass annually througb the BagUsh aiid Amen- 
can post offices. 

Aa a system of reporting, it is fiist supersceding all dthers ; and 
on amount of its perfect lability, is adopted at times bjf pmona 
who baveuaed other systems for years, most of the systinns of sbort- 
band bemg unreliable. 

The ezeeedmg fidthful and accurate reports of the debates df this 
Hdiis^ wUcb are made by our official reporter, Andrew k Gffliam^ 
Esq., notoiOy afibrd abundant evidence of the anpenor ^uaUfieatioM 
tff that gentleman for the profession wbicb be bas adepliad,lmtaa 
•aeeUent compliment to Phonography, whicb be usee in inahiog bia 
aotos, as an unrivalled system of abort band* 

PK^aitsor Upham aays ; ''PhmSfp^hj ted tbmo/tfpf torn preg- 
-^ with blessings to Oft aBdM>as. How doea etety new idAftt- 
^afford new proof that the sleep of aj^et ia ov« to ev«»v and 
a«t fte race is rising like a refifosbed giant t6uiBfirid 
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Tlie ooaaittse^ in riew of the endencet in hroi of Plioaotypjr 
and Fhougnpliy, but a tithe of which they have been able to pie- 
aeBl^ ave of die opfauontihat its btiodnetion into our primaiy aebook 
wodd be of Tast benefit to the edneational interests of the Stale. 

NELSON OREEN, 
WmiAM H. GREOOBT, 
HIRAM N. LATHROP. 
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IBPORTorthetfMcial oonimiUMta whom was referred the fM* 
tkxton of William H. Clark, and one hundred and thirty, other citi* 
zone of Lapeer county, aiiking an investigation of the aets and 
Mtigs of A. N. Hart» the apecial oemmiaBtoner, appointed under 
•et 866, of the a^oi^ laws of 1848, relttingia the exiiOfiditare of 
llie twenty thousand acres of land appropriated by said actn 

lliatttfi aot to provide for the oonstructioA aad improvenwal of ^ 
of Ih^ iorthem wagon road from Port Huron, in the eouniy of St^, 
Claur»thKoogb the counties of Lapep^r and Genesee^ to GofUBM^ii^ . 
AhI county of Shiawassee, approv^^d April 3, 1648, appfopriatad 
twtoty thousand acree of land, valued at tSfibOOO, upon and for tiie 
ihft ivoprovement of the aaid northernwagon road; and Alvln N.v 
BartfrOf Lapeer, was appoiitfed a special commissioner undef said . 
•et to expend said appropriation* 

. The road upon which thia Uheral appropriaiion waa mad% ahi«>^ 
kMod roquired the ibstisring care of the State. It was located along . 
ttelineof ihe aoitherA railroad* to aidwhicb, and develop* tbt 
couftie^ ahmgits route, the ftitb of the S|Me was honestly fhAg^i 
The people of Lapeer moot especiany* whiob had been aetded wUh 
Am expidation of the boiiding of the Nmrriieni Rail Boa^ wekwde** 
yrieedlbr yeess of the OMane of ingresaand egress» and they ledced 
A sw eri ltfr this qppr^atioii wiib' conidenee and hope Ibal Mr 
jwUcisMj. eapenditnre wooU open ihrtbem' a: thomMqjbftre. alaV 
1iaie»passaMe» and an outlet fer their trade and bnaliiess* Tbese» 
1^ bate been diseppoitited; The appiopriation beebee»in a nea^ 
^ e^aodered, and a Uheral donelioni eapaUecf doing so mucb' 
fsedt and conferring so many important blessings opoer tkw Horde 
two nseatly used for private purposes, and personal advantages. 
Tour committee have felt the full force of the compMnts of your 

peH<snN, and have, in etOBdnIng the ftcta In Ibh ease^ and die 

1 
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law bMrfng upon the subject, letvpod with Burpriiie, thtt ao ft w kgil 
Nilniinli k«T0 bMn interposed to prevent the freudulent peeuletion 
of eofnoMeeionerv end the corrupt niiiep]|^lii:aiion of app roprietlone. 

In this esse, although the appropriation waa $26,000, a bond in 
the penal sum of only tM^O was exacted of the oommisiiioner, and 
subject alone to this guard, the commissioner had full control of thie 
generous gift so certain of producing important benefita and advan» 
tagea^ if faithfully devot^ to the object «if the donation. 

ioiflt 'RM>tiitton No. 19, approvi^ Mkrdh 6^ 1849, k/i^i^lSillf^ 
and desigDed to be a check and restraint upon the conduct and' a^ 
of aMfepnetal eoaamiasioners, by rs^atriag tniBi thiftn rifpofii, visa 
nekheir in fts- spirit or letter complied' wHh in tM«» cAae By 'Mkt 
Joint Reablution, it was made the duty of all auch special comh& 
akmers lo mike *' a Ml aifkd compleiii stat6fment of Mb or their didh ^ 
m •ueli ^MMliKhissioAer or %o«i^, scafiog phi^teulaify tNe kiiid^of iiBo# 
centriMd' fbr, the name of each «SMtractor, the ntfmhef df tMV; 
aores, or niHis kit to each, aMh Hhe contract price per tod- d^ <tt^ 
nflsf, (itr^ach kind of work contract^ for, the nsmiss of cbntrife^nNl' 
wbo hate complied #ittl ike c^U'^ion ot their contracts, the iiHth^ * 
of Hioee'enintractoA #hbs^ jdb^'hJiye tieen compTeted, thi* CoMitttor' 
of the pjbtic works under contract and not compfeted, dec.*' . s. 

ia^'piMOaftse of said relMluti(6n, as ydur commHtele aUfj^j^ddi,^ m 
laiMMrt'WaamfadiS to ^e Secretary of Bt^ee, wtthout date. ahd'WttiMf 
Mtng Me Ml (iMtiodhrs reqiiif^d by iSfd resoludon, Aimi khd^ft^P 
Okv iikl' oommfsMoner had^ at Ihii Ifme^ only oontrtrctid to iit||HN((P 
$HMitA TIria Mebmwiritf Ike )iitff «no foiiMt hj ^dif^ iSMlMHi^ 
teei nMnf ^Oie inaniierorlKMI of OKpetimtoMupo* siftTlMiift 

Vtas^OMlifMiM ft«d^th«weaflf atti>#iaii*ap|^ro^^^ liaii«Milf 
SMpeMlid'i iMttiteppeani ftmn thia koohain the oAeeiof the^imiili^' 
atowaV tiist #ii,0e4^of tk#nipr«itwletian his been rfraww uii awi lw' 
mim df aeiieaminiMienitfr, Yeatlftg nadMwn of eald apiiiupiiOttt J • 
baatkerennrttf '>MI, as will appear 6^ the atatement ooplad^ftlib'lr^'' 
biokriavtho^aoditor'a dflke, haiwie Attnahed, and thir iH^ape m^^ 
mp^fls eo iio.by whioh ycwroommitlBe ean detiwiffftiMr,' tw' tfMir' 
aati8f«alie% §» what ooncraois, orjcyb% or for wk4t puifbeesptlMi 
aaid appropriation was expended 

Thai after entesiiig i4>on ihar investigation, yonr e6mittittowhaA.'s»^ 
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conference with Mr. Hart, said commissioner, in relation to said mat* 
iwr^i^lvBit upMi being required to meko a statetneiit ofiliei «iiUer« 
^txikiy the factji before yoor oommiitee» he in(brmed tleni ihat Ihi 
«iMe«stf r papers and dooomentg to enable him do so ware net then ia 
llts ^tiesAton, but thut h% would go home, and immedtateljF hwmtgi 
iwrii ftaieineiit to your committee* M^^re than two weeks has tlffm' 
.^e|nce said L*ommiesioner medosuoh promises and as^oMMB to |raar 
committee^, and yet they h«ra roocafnd no statemant« etplanaliM 
ortvport oi any kind from htm* 

Taiir committee have caviod an esamioatioa of the books tM 
viicofds iQ the office of the commissioner 4>f the Stale Laqd<Offict lo 
•lie made, and from such examination, ii appears that the lands, loomod 
ky said Hart under said appropriation are noir valuable laiidiv ^ 
were at no time worih less than ten shillings per acre. They, ireie 
located in the counties of Lapeer, Sacilac, and Tuscola, and would 
enable the commissioner to realize the full amount of the appropria^ 
tion. 

^com the facti as they appear to your committee, and the best in- 
t^ri||l9|ion that they can obtain, your committfe have been ied( to t||e 
'kflifi that a pari of sAfd appropriation has been grossly nMsmpp^Mh 
l^s^d and mis«pplied| thi*t not more than one half of luud afiprQ- 
ffiolpn^has be^ actually expended or applied in any n^niier <o tho 
fi9Qitr«ction and improyemoilt of said road, and tht( tho haliPGO -ff 
molk uppropriaticm. yot reoiains uAoxpenied, or used for private 

:- 9jr Ji|»int reeolttlton relatffo to certain appropriatipM 'oftlnleciMll 
4i|ip9vementliiM#approv4Nl Aprils, 1849, it was mide.tboi dt^y^^ff 
••fiid^Mnimissioiifr* under said resolution, to expend onOfthousaivl 
Hf rff^i^!^ said lippropriitioa oppn the road leading; from.t«a|icier ^ Iha 
0> a | ptt(id counly Ui$e, pr^ivid^d t|io inhabiUnts along the line of said 
ifad(#k^idby,mriuauryooi«tribution expend under tho djifotii^n of 
«|l4^f|ifHl|raissioi9eff M lfas|.o|e thousand dollars for the aaiM pbjfft 
Uhiiilebor was ao^xp^ndodky said inhabitants to the satisfaotion of 
lifud: O^jm nis^oner, at j^Mpe^rs by affiUviu in thefH^sfssi,oii of 
Ijp^ir^ cofnnittiioi yet n()t it. d>llar wis. expended bf.«|id )^BI« 
i|lifj^erons)rid:roM«iallkflrMS\yotir committee h^ye reason Mi^bo* 
d#ip[i4iat the appr(|p(iKiij» thecer^r Xm bosn (i<'«WQ bysai^ np^pnito- 
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Xhfai ifiUMtigatioD dMrly manifiMta to your oommiitao, m pmm 
Mgligofeooof duty OD tho part of said oocnmissioner, tbM hit fmlvm 
undor tho eircumstaneea to make a atatement of the amount, and 
»anner of expending the appropriation, and the univenal oomplaMtt 
idong the entire line of aaid road» all tend to convince your 
lee that tho appropriation has been niiaapplied, or wantonly 
dered. Certain it ia that it has-been of no practical benefit 

The atrict accountability^ the honeaty and integrity of thoae i 
led to make public ezpenditurea, cannot be too atrtctly guarded* and 
any attempt to ahrink from examination and inveatigation cannot be 
too fully oxpoaed. Tour committee, therefore, in view of the faota 
iAmvo eliciied» recommend thepaaaage of the accompaniog joint teae- 
lution. 

H. N. LATHUOP, Ch'tiiehHOm. 



Appropriation, Ad M. 285, 1848. 

Oertiflcato— in whoM &Tor drawn. Date. 

W.L.B«ncroft, ^ April 2, 1849. VW^M* 

Haaelton* Abbott, Aug. 14, 1849. 600 00 

A.S.Hatoh,.--. Sept 10, 1849. BH 00 

A. Sanford, .........Sept 15, 1840. 9^IM 00 

eco.H. Haileton, I....... -Sept M, 1840. 800 00 

* J. .Deo. 21, 1840. %B60 00 

Henry Hunt, Dec- 13,1849. 8t 00 

Cha'affi Abbott,. _...... J. .Dec. 21, 1849. 2^550 00 

II. K Clark, .:Dec. 13,1849. 38 00 

Ja8.E. Brown,.. Dec. 20, 1849. 400 00 

Theo. Bathey, ..-Mar.28, 1850. l,fW» 60 

•« ..AprillT, 18£0. ^,0(toOO 

A. a Hatch Jttly 1, 1880.^ 1,206 00 

*nieo. Batbey, ...Juljr^*, IttOJ 2,00*00 

« ..:..::.: Aug. 22, 1850. 400 00 

Cha'*H. Abbot,-. .-....:,'.... -j.Sept 14, 1880. ' 79 » 

6;H. Hiiiteten,.. •.-•...: Oct «*, 1850. d»%B 

JTaifoa Seymour, -,:10ct 15,1860. 199 W) 

KQiiDber, Oct 26,1850. tOOM 

O.H. Haileton. « M4I0 
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UvtoaTyler, Deo. 6, 1850. 34 00 

&P* SleadmaD, Oot. 26.1650. 210 16 

T.BaChey. May », 1851. 1,000 00 

« Mayl4,1851. 400 00 

A.1I. Hart, Junel6,1861. 74^00 

A,, a Hitch,. Jiine27.1S61. 3,000 00 

BL a Kimberly, AprilSO, 1851. 1,500 06 

CH. Abbot, Aug. 19,1851. 725 15 

flalfia Morse, Oct. 25, 1850. 50 00 

AjiottDecker, - « 7187 

Jimea Beard, " 121 62 



Amoopit appropriated under act No. 285, 1848, and 

•mended under act No. 140, 1849, (25,000 00 

Aai'( expended on Northern Wagon Road,. 824,859 00 

4m*t expended on Flint and Lansing road, . 625 00 

24,984 00 

hnsritg unexpended under the appropriation, $16 00 
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MBMOBIAL of WiUmm T. Howoll and llB citiMnsof tha Oooaty 
of Hillsdale, asking certain ameodmenta to the charteia of the 
Southern and Central Bail Roads ; and protesting against any in- 
crease of their privileges until such amendments be made ; or that 
aaid loads be re-punshaaed by the State. 

To ihe Le^hiure of ike State of Michigan : 

Your petitioners, inhabitants of the County of Hillsdale, respect- 
fully represent, that they, in common with the other inhabitants of 
the State, are favorably disposed towards channels of communication 
by. means of Rail Roads, with proper guards and restrictions as to 
their powers. They are aware that applications will be made by 
the Central and Southern Rail Roads for amendments to their char- 
ters, authorizing the extension of their roads, under their present char" 
tors, from Detroit to Monroe or the southern line of the State. 

Tour petitioners are in favor of authorizing the Southern Rail 
Road Company so to extend their road, upon the express condition 
that in the same law further amendments be made, such as the exi* 
gency of the times seems to require. 

Both the Central a«d Southern Roads possess large and unusual 
powers, which seems to require restriction or modification, and unless 
fluch restrictions can be imposed, your petitioners are wholly opposed 
to granting any amendments, or extending any legislative favors to 
either of said companies. 

Among the more prominent objectionable features in the charters 
of those companies, and which require modification, we may mention, 
jb'st: Their power measurably to fix their own rates for the trans- 
portation of produce, merchandize, and passengers. 

Their present rates are unreasonably high and oppressive to the 
1 
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letter interests of iDdividuals^ aod consequently detrimente) to the 
public end all not immediately interested in their profits. 

Their tariff for freight and passengers are from thirty to forty per 
cent higher than eastern roads under legislative control, while their 
cost of construction is not more than one-third as much as those 
roads, thus giving them exhorbitant profits, besides enriching the 
corporators by the enhanced value of their stock. 

The question is here presented, who pays these profits t It ad- 
mits of but one answer, and that is, the people of this State, and 
Ibose who do business on thefe roads pay nearly three times the 
usual interest on money on a capital of about twelve millions of dol- 
lars owned by these companies. 

They chsrge a higher rate for way passengers and fre%;ht, than 
over the entire length of their road, and many are obliged to pay 
Nmore for the freight of a barrel of flour for one hundred, than for 
one hundred and fifty miles; thus, while the system lacks uniformity, 
it introduces a system of gambling speculation, having no higher 
object than preying open the necessities of the public, in order to 
gratify a consuming rapacity, over which neither the legislature or 
the people have any control. 

Your petitioners also insist that the attempt to grant the exclusive 
right of way over any portion of territory not necessary for the ex- 
ercise of their corporate rights, is an absolute infringement upon the 
original, inherent rights of the people. That the division of the pow* 
era of government into executive, legislative, and judicial, cannot 
suppose that no rights are reserved to tho people themselves. That 
if they possess the right to settle a territory and form a government,, 
the right of easement over that territory is an attribute not delegated, 
but reserved, and neither the legislature, or any other, or all depart- 
ments of government combined, have the right to transfer, delegate, 
or abridge such attribute, and we respectfully insist that such right 
or pretended right be yielded before any further powers be added to 
either of those companies. 

Entertaining these views^ your petitioners insist, that unless said 
companies will consent to some modification upon the subjects here 
menioned, that no amendments be made to their charters— that if 
there remains any territory free from the iron grasp of such monop- 
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olies, let it so remain — that instead of increasing their power, we 

respectfully suggest that such incipient measures be taken as you 

shall deem advisable to re*pttrchase the Central and Sontfaem loads, 

:under the provislone contained in their charters for tbit parpoee^ and 

> not allow them to proceed ^p by step, until the powers of tfie legis- 

. lature and the people sfaiOl become impotent in that regard. 

Hillsdale County, Jahuary, 1853. 



W. T. Howell, 

Charles Gregory, 

Wm. Dickinson, 

Wm. H. TuUer. 

Eutychus Cbamplin, 

A. P. Hogarth, 

Jonah 6. Tyler, 

Oliver C. Pope, 

Adna H. Smith, 

S. a Baker, 

E. S. Curtis, 
. Jesse Buttofa, 

Jno- T. Blois, 

Ch^s Dunham, 

A. D. Ackles, 

M. Duvinall, 

Abraham Forman, 

J, G. Gridley, 

W. Buel, 

Ncnrman S. Sharp, 
. J. H. Parsons, 

Cbarles C. Welch, 

Loren Staples, 

David Cowen, 

U.'B. Couch, 

8. Lendrus, 

P. Donoughue, 

Anson Codi« 
Joseph Green, 
George Peteiker, 



S. R, Smith, 
James Forman, 
C. J. Van Ness, 
L. Smith, 
Ezra Smith, 
Samuel Woods, 
Harlow H. Stanton, 

A. W. Baldwin, 
James Allen, 

G. W. Satterlee, 
Wm. Price, 
H. W. Luce, 

B. J. Olds, 
Isaac Coleman, 
John Patton, 
H. H. Sherman, 
Benjamin Sherman, 
John C. Coryell, 
Nelson Coryell, 
Benjamin Kelley, 
Anthony Ingham, 
John Manross, 
Henry Montgomery^ 
R. B. Coleman, 
Thomas Pricoi 
Samuel Coleman, 
Jacob Have<is^ Jr., 
A. J. Baker, 

& Mimocke, 
H. Hull; 
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Ii. a WOiom 
P«ter If. Goryondt 
'JoMpli Hoehf 
John BtoD6rl% 
John BuRtisg, 
Andrew Mark, 
M. A. Fank, 
Poince Benedict, 
Benajah 8tone» 
George L. Fiak, 
Wm. H. Tuller, 
Leonard Coplin, 
Madiaon Trefl, 
John H. Willard, 
Samuel Standish, 
I. G. Martin, 
D. Kesselring, 
S. W. Johnson, 
J. H. Armstrong, 
L. D. Smith, 
John Wade, 
James Willson, 
Lowery WillacMH 
O. C. Gale, 
Harrison Gale, 
James Murray, 
K. Baker, 
V. V, B. Merwin, 
Walter Huntington, 
Benjamin Bradley, 
Wm. Harris, 
W. Knight, 
John R. Boulton, 
W. C. Bowen, 
a W. Ladd, 
J. D. Van Duyn, 
F, H. Pratt, 



James Humeaton, 
George Eoapp, 
Conant Sharper, 
Frederick Diogfelta, 
Andrew Marsh, 
C Rima, 

Henry Weatfierwaz, 
E. Martin, 
Peter Van Vleet, 
Robert Shipman, 
Charles W. Johnson, 
Daniel Shall, 
D, W. Scovell, 
J. Davenport, 
Henry Montgomery, 
Richard Brain, 
R D. Waterman, 
Samuel Woods, 
John Wellington, 
Townsend Bigelow, 
Thomas M. Fowler, 
Elanzo Spatch, 
Wm. McCarthy, 
John Gill, 
A, D. Wells, 
A. Thompson, 
John W. Donovan, 
D. A. Knight, 
I. A. Bigelow, 
H. Gale, 
Spencer Torrey, 
K Gale, 
J. C. Squier, 
J. W. Knight, 
David Fisher, 
George Thomas, 
Ransom Hnlin, 
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Denis Cheney, 
Sun. Nicholaony 
I. W. Buchanen, 
Jm. O Bibbins, 
Alonzo Eies, 
L. 6. Miner, 
MUo D. Hawley, 
John Yoang, 
Calrin Grisweld, 
ChM. Gritwold, 
Dsvid Cheney, 
Hiram Colton, 
Osohar Rowley, 
BL L. Griswold, 
DaTid M. Bagley, 
a C. GUI, 
John Askew, 
Jacob Hicks, 
John Miller, 
Joseph Baton, 
Geo. Gray, 
Wm. H. Shipman, 
Chas. Shall. 



S. C. Merwin, 
Stephen Potter, 
Leonard Miller, 
Samuel Wheaton, 
H. N. Rowley. 
Orlando Chas. Gale, 

C. Hollingsworth, 

D. A. Foster, 
S. P. Simons, 
Joel Moore, 
L H. Miller, 
Joseph McKercher, 
Samuel R. Finch, 
James L. Taylor, 
J. B. Flower, 
John C. McKercher, 
Robert Murdock, 
Abraham Ramsdell, 
Thomu J. White, 
B. F. Taylor, 
Wm. Gray, 

John Shall, 
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[ No. 10. ] 

MEMORIAL of theOhippeways of Saginaw in fiivorof tlie Milne 

Law. 

To the SemOe and Souse of Mipreientaiipes ai Lansing, MiMgam: 

Your petitioners, (not legal voters^ of the Townships of Eldy nod 
Tayoiouth, in (he Counties of Lapeer and Saginaw, in the State of 
Michigan, respectfully, but earneetlj, request your Honorable bodies 
to enact a law, prohibiting the manufacture of all Litoxicating Bever- 
ages, and the traffic therein, like the one now in operation in the 
State of Maine. 

Dear FATHEas and Brotitkrs : 

We understand that you are at the great Council House at Lan- 
sing, and that the great Council Fire is now burning, and that our 
White brothers all over the State are sending wood to put on the 
council fire, but we 'fraid the council fire will not burn bright and 
clear without more help, so we send this to make it burn. 

Now, Brothers I what we want to say, is this : we hear about our 
brothers in the State of Maine — we hear that they find Great Rogue — 
this rogue^ — he gets folks' money — sometimes he burns houses; 
sometime he kill peoples ; sometime he make a family very poor ; 
sometime he tdke away senses ; sometime he make 'em very cross, 
and ragged, and dirty, and sometime he freeze 'em to death. Now 
we hear our brothers there — they try to stop it — they try talk about 
it — see if can stop it little — ^but he wont stop it. We hear at last 
our brothers wont bear it no longer, so they make law to knock him 
>on head any where they find ''him, in barrel, or jug, or bottle; in 
tavern, or grocery, or barn; any where knock him on head. Now 
we want to tell you, brothers, that this big logue has been here, and 
-all over this Saginaw country ; has been among all our people ; has 
1 
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made us a great deal of trouble. Some of our people would be verj 
good if this bad fellow would keep away. We try — our people try 
some too, but he will not Now what we want, and what we ask you 
to do, is to make laws, such as our brothers in the State of Maine 
h«ye made. We have tried to coax him, but he wont be coax ; we 
try to scare him — he wont be scare much, he still make great dea' 
trouble : we think better make law to knock him on head — ^then he 
make us no more trouble. We Christian party ask it, and some 
Pagan too— most all ask it — you make this law. 

Now, Brothers, our people sold our land to white people, and white 
people make t^aty — he say he be good to Indian. But he let this 
rogue trouble us most too long. Now, brothers, we was one great 
people, and we have gone to war for our white brothers ; but now 
we are few, and our white brothers are strong. We want you help 
us — we want you to make this law, so when we find him — Xhlsraffue, 
we will keep him. We see him great many times, but we mean to 
be good and peaceable, and so he get away ; but if you make this law, 
then we kill him, and then we live happy and friendly — no more 
cross-*no more ragged — no more fight — but raise corn, wheat, oats, 
beans, cattle, horses, and some children too ! no more get drunk, no 
more freeze to death — work and get good things like white men. 

Chief PEMKOUNZ, 
Chief SANGANJEWA, 
Chief WANJEGEZHIZ, 
Chief AHQUEZANSE, 
Chief GANGAGEZHIG. 
Chief OGEMOUS, 
Chief PASHENEWE, 

and 404 others. 
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[ No. i!. ] 

OOMMUNIO ATION from the Secretary of State 1ran8mittm|; Ab- 
stract of the Reports of the Superintendents of the Poor St the 
serend Counties in the State of Michigan, for the year 1852. 

OFFieK or TBjg Sbokbvabt 07 Stat% 7 
Lansing, Jamiary 11, 1853. ^ 

fioH. Daniel (}. Quaokbnboss, 

Speaker of the House of BepresenkUives : 

Sir— I hare the honor to transmit herewith to the Legislature, an 

abstract of the reports of the Superintendents of the Poor, for the 

sereral counties in the State of Michigan, for the year 1852, as re- 

•^eired at this ofBce. 

I am sir, rery respectfully, 

Tour obedient servant, 

WILLIAM GRAVES^ 

Secretary of 8Me. 
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ABSTRACT of die tU^U qf the SuperitUendente of the Poor for 
I like several ComnUee m the State of Mkhiganyfor the year 1862. 



CptTNTIKS. 



)^'l 



I 






5 

I 



t 



I 

1^ 



I 

I 

■8 

I 

I 

I 



ABegwi.... 
Barrr.. . . 
Berrien.... 
Branch.... 
Oalhonn... 

Cms 

Chippewa* 
GUnton. . . 
Eaton.... 



•675 

833 

700 

1,370 

2,738 

064 



36 00 
800 
24 75 
22 30 



47 49 
807 00 



•32 35 



839 81 



96 50 
63 64 
178 16 



17 00 
16 88 
3 76 



4 £0 
1*00 



300 00 



400 00 
200 00 



Hillidale.. 
Honghton^ 
jbigham... 
Ionia 



451 
29 

722 
1,011 



10 00 



30 00 



100 4 



62 25 
14 25 
40 00 
75 00 



11 00 



500 



1 50 



240 00 



Kalamasoo 



1,005 

627 

1,482 

1,185 



7 60 
16 00 
25 00 



200 4 

' 75 00 
119 00 



95 36 
44 06 
160 00 
65 70 



15 25 
7 50 
60 00 
13 60 



3 50 



184 00 



500 



646 52 
267 00 



liTingrton. 
Macraiac* 
Macomb... 
Monroe 



439 

1,403 

869 



60 00 
16 



55 00 



47 00 
78 00 
67 00 



39 50 
10 60 



3 75 
21 75 
6 00 



36 38 
325 00 
694 00 



947 
1,214 



17 
13 60 



114 95 
114 91 



93 28 
70 50 



80 86 
60 33 



13 91 
200 



347 67 
331 25 



OaUand... 
Ottawa* .. 
Saginaw*.. 
fflSawaraee 
St GUir*.. 
St Joieph* 
Sanilac*... 
TuMMda*. . 
Van Bnren 



820 34 



33 73 



87 1 



73 74 



111 01 



49 60 



300 00 



531 10 



2 10 



52 52 



34 72 



460 



Wajne. 
Total. 



381 
2,007 

1,715 



73 22 
125 24 



19 81 

533 

583 10 



28 62 
151 41 

182 00 



260 
79 66 
123^ 



1339 



•23,96* 83 600 34 



3330.58 



1,673 41 1636 64 



1 00 
19 00 
53 25 



602 00 
434 36 



193 76 5,307 08 



44 00 



50 00 



SO 00 



60 00 



252 00 
180 00 



44 00 
*60 00 



76 00 



130 00 



546 Ool •299 00 



*No returns. 
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